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PREFACE. v .

ary ;”’ as well as to many other works which he studied
during the preparation of his ‘ Geography of Herod-
otus,” and which are duly mentioned in the preface and
foot-notes to that publication. He might likewise name
the “Travels of Anacharsis the Younger in Greece,”
by the Abbé Barthelemy ; but, though he has partly
taken the idea of the present biography from that cele-
brated performance, yet he has borrowed none of its
materials.

In conclusion, the author may be permitted to state,
that should the present volumes meet with the approba-
tion of the public, they will probably be followed by
others of a similar class. It will be readily perceived
that the ancient world is here surveyed through a Greek
medium, and at a period when the empires of Assyria
and Babylonia had ceased to be, when Judah was a
desolation, and when Rome had not as yet commenced
her career of conquest and of glory. Most gladly,
then, would the writer return to that young world
which he has so reluctantly quitted ; and, surveying it
under other aspects and through other mediums, call
up brighter and still more varied pictures of the nations
which have passed away.
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IN the year B.c. 443, a band of Greek emigrants
crossed the Ionian Sea in ten ships, to establish a colony
on the southern shores of Italy. At that time the civ-
ilized world was enjoying comparative peace. The vast
army of barbarians, which Xerxes had led from Asia
for the destruction of Greece, had been cut to pieces
forty years before, and Marathon and Salamis were only
remembered as we remember Trafalgar and Waterloo.
But the Greeks, being no longer united against a com-
mon enemy, were torn by faction, and the struggle be-
tween aristocracy and democracy was carried on in
every city. Noisy and reckless orators were constantly
exciting the turbulent passions of the multitude by


















DRESS OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS. 21

women also wore an outer garment, either the himation,
or cloak, or else the chlamys, or scarf. Both the hima-
tion and the chlamys were made of woolen. The hima-
tion was only a large square cloth, which hung down to
the knee, being first thrown over the left shoulder, then
round the back to the right side, then above the right
arm or below it, and then again brought back on the left
gshoulder or arm. The chlamys was an oblong piece of
cloth, much smaller and finer, and generally more orna-
mented than the himation ; it had tassels at the four cor-
ners, and was worn. more like a shawl or scarf, being
fastened by a button or clasp either to the right shoulder
or across the breast: The slaves were merely clothed
in a chiton of coarse cloth, and the field laborers in one
made of rough skins. Shoes and sandals were only
worn out of doors, and men wore no covering on their
heads, excepting when engaged in certain businesses or
undertaking & long journey. The ladies, however,
dressed their hair in a variety of elegant and graceful
styles, and frequently confined it in a network, or by an
ornamented bandeau. This brief view of the appearance
of a Greek colony* in B.c. 427—when Nehemiah was

rage had passed away, the ladies had returned to the old fashion of
wearing clasps, and beautiful arms regained their ancient privileges.
* I may here remark that I have only attempted to convey a gen-
eral picture of the houses and costume of the Greeks during the his-
toric period. More detailed accounts may be found in Becker’s Chari-
cles, Miiller's Dorians, and Dr. Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman
-Antiquities ; and in those learned works the reader may find a full in-
vestigation of that important question which has agitated all the
archseologists of modern times, namely, whether the Greek ladies really
'wore a chitonion, or under-shift, and the gentlemen a chitoniscos, or
under-shirt. Thanks to the laborious researches of Bottiger and
Becker, the first point may be triumphantly maintained ; and Tisch-
bein has also preserved a representation of a lady in a bath-room,
wearing a scanty under-garment, which, in every respect, answers to
























HERODOTUS SAILS FOR ATHENS. 29

Athens, and every year seemed to increase his desire
for undertaking one more voyage to the famous city.
Suddenly he determined to go ta Athens at once. The
vintage was all gathered, and the wheat-harvest like-
wise was nearly all got in; and he could not expect to
leave at a better time. Accordingly, he proposed to the
honest skipper to accompany him in his return voyage
ag far as Athens, and offered to furnish him with a fair
stock of provisions in payment for his passage. The
Samian immediately and gladly consented. _He was by
no means anxious to sell his silphium at Crotona, if he
could obtain provisions on easy terms at Thurium; and
he had discovered that the trireme from Athens was
only forty-eight hours in advance of nineteen_ other
war-galleys, and that, consequently, salt beef and flour
would soon be scarce and high-priced. On the other
hand, Herodotus was willing to let him have all that he
required beyond the quantity agreed on for the passage, -
and to wait for payment until he arrived at Athens.
Thus the bargain was concluded, and each party made
their necessary arrangements. The next morning, amid
the tumultuous uproar and speechifying at the pnyx,
the Samian got his rough craft ready for the return
voyage; and Herodotus, having obtained a passport
from the prytanes, and placed his farm and household
in the charge of a near relation, was once more on the
salt waves, bound for the favorite city of bright-eyed
Athens. '




































HERODOTUS AT THE AGE OF TWENTY. 41

Throwing the ball, and playing at odd or even for wal-
nuts, almonds, beans, or money, were as common then
as now. What need, then, for further description ?
Herodotus and Thucydides, Plato and Aristotle, The-
mistocles and Pericles, were as active in the gymna-
sium of two thousand years ago as our statesmen, our
Jjudges, and our bishops were in the playground of
yesterday.

. At sixteen years of age Herodotus may be said to
have completed his school education. Ten years had
- passed since the little boy had been taken from his
nurse’s arms, and taught to be a man. Two more years
elapsed, during which he devoted nearly all his time to
the gymnasium, for the completion of what may be
called his physical education; and, not content with
running, shooting the bow, hurling the javelin, and
throwing the discus, he even wrestled and fought in the
paleestra with the regular athletes. At eighteen he was
admitted among the ephebi, and perhaps served the
state in some military capacity.

At twenty he left his father’s house in Halicarnassus,
to visit the Tonian island of Samos; and it was here
that he commenced his real studies in history, and be-
gan to aspire after literary renown. Before, however,
we describe the circumstances connected with this
event, it will be necessary to obtain some insight into
the state of his religious belief; and, in pursuance
of this object, we shall endeavor to present the reader
with a brief sketch of the orthodox faith of the an-
cient Greeks, and a summary of their mythological
system. .

The modern reader, who has received the truths of
revelation, and lived beneath the light of the Holy
Gospel, will scarcely appreciate the simple piety and
























RELIGION OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS. 49

which flicker about some of the significant myths which
belong to that old religion, yet that it was absolutely
necessary that the whole should be swept away before
man could comprehend the exalted and spiritual charac-
ter of the Divine Godhead, receive the inspired works
of a Divine Revelation, and embrace that faith in the
only true Saviour by which alone we can obtain a re-
conciliation of the soul to the Eternal Father.
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DRYO'S PARTING ADVICE. 67

Mix among all classes of the people; ascertain what
faults they find with their government, and what trades
are flourishing and what are declining. Lastly, never
express a decided opinion upon any subject what-
ever. And now, my son, bid farewell to your mother,
and to-morrow at sunrise I will accompany you to the
ship.”

Herodotus then saw his mother Dryo standing in the
passage leading from the andronitis into the gyneeco-
nitis, and accordingly followed her into her own room.
She was alone, and her eyes were red with recent weep-
ing, but she spoke with & forced calmness that went to
his very heart, and at last all her firmness gave way,
and she fell upon his neck and wept bitterly. She Telt
a thousand fears and expressed a thousand solicitudes.
The perils of the sea were aggravated by the remem-
brance of that terrible Persian war which had scarcely
yet subsided. The perils of the land were, in her
mind, fearfully aggravated by the atheistic doctrines
which were taught by the Ionian philosophers. She
had offered countless prayers to Zeus, the Preserver,
and far-darting Apollo, to holy Artemis and protecting
Athena, that her son might return as speedily as “pos-
gible, strong in body and pure in heart, to the house of
his father. “My dear Herodotus,” she at last said,
‘““you are going among men who practice evil among
themselves, and impiety toward the gods. Listen not
to man without breathing one prayer to kind Hestia,
the guardian of our domestic hearth; look not upon
women without bestowing one thought upon your poor
loving mother. Never, never can you then do wrong.”

Herodotus left his mother, and many tears were shed
that night in the family of Lyxes.
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toward the people. . Accordingly he first erected an altar
to Zeus, the Liberator, and inclosed a sacred precinct, and
next convened a public assembly of all the Samians, and
spoke as follows :— :

“ The whole power of Polycrates is now in my hands,
but I have always disapproved of men ruling over others
as good as themselves. I therefore at once lay down the
command and proclaim liberty and equal law,.reserving
to myself, first, six talents out of the treasures of Poly-
crates, and- secondly, the hereditary priesthood of Zeus
the Liberator, for myself and my descendants forever.
To that deity I have just set apart a sacred precinct, as
the god of that freedom which I now hand over to you.”

The Samians, however, seemed to have become child-
ish during the late despotism. Telesarchus, one. of. the
chief men, exclaimed, with the applause of the others,

- “You rule us, you low-born scoundrel ! You had bet-
ter give us some account of the money you have been
hardling.”

Mz=andrius was thunderstruck at this reply; but a
pupil of Polycrates was not likely to be wanting in cun-
ning or in self-possession. He retired into the acropolis
or citadel, under pretense of preparing his accounts,
and then invited Telesarchus and his principal enemies,
one by one, to inspect them. As fast as they arrived
he threw them into chains, and as he was master of the
mercenaries and money of his late master, in one short
hour he found himself a tyrant in spite of his justice and
generosity, and the Samians discovered themselves to be
slaves, in spite of their threats and braggadocio.

After a few years, an extraordinary chain of events de-
prived Meeandrius of the tyranny. Syloson, the brother
of Polycrates, had originally shared the tyranny with
him ; but the ambition of Polycrates would not permit

4
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twenty feet high. More impatient than ever to land
and view the other marvels of the island, he finished his
breakfast* of bread dipped in wine as fast as possible;
and then, leaving his slave to take care of the luggage,
he hurried to shore with his father’s letter, and follow-
ing the directions of the Samian captain, he soon found
the house of his kinsman, and knocked with the metal
ring which was fastened to the street door. .

Theodorus was an artist, and also a worker in gold,
silver, and precious stones, like his illustrious ancestor
of the same name. On hearing of the new arrival he
left his studio, and met his visitor in the court of the
andronitis. After glancing over the letter, and exam-
ining the seal of Lyxes, which was affixed to the foot of
the roll, he at once welcomed Herodotus to Samos, and
- directed his wife to see that apartments were prepared
for their young relative. A messenger was then dis-
patched to fetch the slave and luggage from the mer-
chant vessel ; and in a few hours Herodotus felt him-
self as comfortably established in the house of Theodorus
as he had previously been in his own house at Halicar-
nassus.

It is not our intention to record every event which
occurred to Herodotus at Samos. The first few days
were spent in wandering about the streets, and viewing
all the buildings. He gazed with wonder at the walls
and fortifications, and also at the extraordinary moat

* The Greeks had three meals a-day: first, the acratisma, or break-
fast, which was taken directly after rising; secondly, the ariston, or
mid-day meal, which answered to the Roman prandium, and modern
luncheon ; thirdly, the deipnon, or chief meal of the day, which an-
swered to the Roman coena and the modern dinner. There was, how-
ever, considerable irregularity in the time of serving each of these
meals, almost as much, perhaps, as in modern times, when people
frequently call their luncheons dinners, and their dinners suppers.
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wonderful offerings had been dedicated in this temple, so
that it was not only a sanctuary of the great goddess
Hera, but also a famous gallery of ancient art. Here
was the vast brazen vessel for mixing wine, which had
" been sent by the Lacedsemonians as a present to Croesus,
king of Lydia, but was captured on its way by the
Samians. The outside of this vessel was entirely cov-
ered with figures of flowers, fruits, animals, and other
ornaments ; and the vessel itself was capable of holding
8,000 gallons. Here also was the splendid picture
painted by Mandrocles, representing King Darius on his
throne, and the Persian army crossing the river Danube
in that bridge of boats.of which the painter was himself
the architect. Attached to the picture was the follow-
ing inscription :—

« Mandrocles bridged the fishy Bosphorus,
And this memorial to Hera gave:
Thus having pleased Darius, he has earned
Glory to Samos, for himself a crown.”

Among other thing, the temple likewise contained the
splendid ornamental furniture which had originally ap-
pertained to the andronitis in the palace of Polycrates,
but had been dedicated here by his secretary and suc-
cessor Mzeandrius. The Egyptian king Amasis dedi-
cated two carved wooden statues of himself, together
with an extraordinary linen corselet, inwrought with
many figures of animals, and adorned with gold and cot-
ton-wool ; and, what was very remarkable, each thread,
though fine, consisted of three hundred and sixty separ-
ate threads, which were all distinct. Last of all, we
may mention another immense brazen vessel, with grlf-
fing’ heads protruding round the edge, whlch stood upon
o pedestal consisting of three colossal figures of brass
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quite as clear an insight into the development of his in-
dividual mind. .

The present date (B.c. 464) was an important epoch
in the literary history of Hellas. Hitherto Greek lite-
rature had consisted wholly of poetry properly so called.
The history of races and kingdoms was only to be known
through the ancient epics. The feelings, the emotions,
and the passions of the people only found expression in
the plaintive or joyous elegy, the sarcastic iambic, and
the burning lyric. Meantime new meters were intro-
duced, and poets like Alczus and Sappho invented
meters of their own, which were called by their names.
The science of music had been equally progressive.
Terpander had exchanged the old four-stringed harp for
one of seven strings. Olympus had taught fresh tunes
for the flute ; and probably given it a larger compass.
Choral singing and dancing, which formed an important
part in the religious services throughout Greece, had
become more finished, more elaborate, and more signifi-
cant, for they were no longer performed by indiscrimi-
nate companies of men and women, but by chosen bands,
who had been trained by competent masters to sing diffi-
cult hymns and songs in perfect harmony, and to execute
the most complicated dances, accompanied by graceful
and expressive movements. Poetry was thus hitherto
identified with every literary working of the Greek mind.
But two great changes, which had been in progress for
nearly an entire century, were now taking effect. The
epic had ripened into prose composition; the iambic,
lyric, and chorus were transformed into the mighty drama.
The drama we shall have occasion to describe when we
narrate Herodotus’s visit to Athens. The origin and
cotemporary state of prose composition demand our im-
mediate attention.
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or perishing. “We step,” he says, in his symbolical
language, ‘“into the same rivers, and we do not step into
them,” because, as he means, the waters are changed in a
moment. ‘“We are, and we are not,”’ because no point
in our existence remains fixed. The principle of this
perpetual motion he supposed to be fire. He says, ¢ The
unchanging order of all things was made neither by a god
nor a man; but it has always been, is, and will be, the
living fire, which is kindled and extinguished in regular
succession.” Lastly, we may mention ANAXAGORAS,
who about the time of Herodotus’s visit was fairly reject-
ing all the popular notions of religion, and striking into
a new path of speculation on divine things. ¢ The
Greeks,” he says, ‘“ are mistaken in their doctrine of
creation and destruction, for no thing is either created or
destroyed, but is only produced from existing things by
mixture, or is dissolved by separation; they should, there-
fore, rather call creation a conjunction, and destrucnon
a dissolution.” Spirit was supposed by Anaxagoras to
be the principle of life and motion, and to give its im-
pulse to the material universe in a circular direction.
Thus not only the sun, moon, and stars, but even the air
and the ether were constantly moving in acircle. Above
all, Anaxagoras supposed, probably from the examination
of a meteoric stone, that the sun was a mass of red-hot
iron. OQur readers may easily imagine the offense which
this doctrine must have given to the national belief. To
declare that the bountiful god Helios, who shone upon
mortals and immortals, was & mere mass of burning
matter |—why the idea was rank atheism! But for the
present we have done with the philosophers, and must
glanoe for a few moments at the logographers.

It is a very remarkable fact that so intellectual and
cultivated a nation as the Greeks should have continued

4.
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time of the Ionian revolt, about B.c. 500; and he was
also greatly distinguished for his political sagacity. He
wrote two books, one called ¢ Travels round the Earth,”
and the other called ‘‘ Genealogies.”” In his travels he
described the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea and of
Southern Asia as far as India, and especially related
many particulars concerning Egypt, where he appears
to have resided for a considerable time. In his ¢ Gen-
ealogies”’ he admitted many of the Greek legends; and
though, like the philosophers of the time, he expressed
a contempt for old fables, yet he laid great stress upon
genealogies ascending to the mythological period, and
even made a pedigree for himself, in which his sixteenth
ancestor was a god. Genealogies afforded opportunities
for introducing accounts of different periods; and Heca-
teeus certainly narrated many historical events in this
work, although he did not write a connected history of
the period comprised in it. CHARON wrote a little later,
about B.c. 470, and continued the researches of Heca-
teeus. He produced separate works upon Persia, Libya,
Ethiopia, and other countries, and also narrated some .
of the events of the Persian war; but he was only a
dry chronicler, and Herodotus found his works to be
very heavy reading. HELLANICUs and XANTHUS were
cotemporary with Herodotus. Hellanicus wrote a great
many books, principally consisting of temple legends
and untrustworthy accounts of his own time. Xanthus
was a far more able author, for he wrote an account of
the nature of the earth’s surface in Asia Minor, and made
many remarks which are both excellent and interesting.
Such was the character of the literature with which-
we may suppose that Herodotus made himself acquainted.
What effect they had upon his tone of thought will be
further exhibited in the course of the present narrative.
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had begun to long to travel, and gaze upon the splendid
cities and strange nations which he had heard described.
Meantime, it may be remarked that his religious notions
were undergoing certain modification. His faith in the
gods was still as firm as when he left his father’s house.
He would not follow those philosophers who rejected the
pious ceremonies of the Greek religion, or who laughed
at the sacred oracles, nor would he allow that the glo-
rious Sun-god was a mere mass of red-hot iron. He
likewise fully believed that dreams, omens, and prodigies
were means by which the gods interfered in the affairs
of men. But he began to doubt whether some of the
old poets were always correct in their conceptions of the
deities, and to wonder whether those persons were or
were not very absurd who represented the gods in the
shape of mortals. He had heard one philosopher say
that, if horses and oxen could paint pictures, and sculp-
ture statues, they would represent the gods with forms
and bodies like their own ; for that horses would consider
their deities to be in the shape of horses, and oxen would
depict their gods in the shape of oxen. This observa-
tion was calculated to make an impression upon a young
imagination, and it was some time before Herodotus for-
got it. He likewise began to have doubts about some
of the old myths, not indeed so far as to reject the
legends of the gods, but simply to have some misgiving
about some of the miraculous adventures of the ancient
heroes. Hecateeus himself had said, ¢ The stories of
the Greeks appear to me to be many and ridiculous,”
and had explained that the three-headed Cerberus was a
serpent inhabiting the Promontory of Teenarum. He-
rodotus likewise began in the same spirit to think that
many legends of heroes were perhaps after all mere ex-
aggerations and inventions of . poets and logographers.
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&8 you may require. Dispatch letters to me whenever
you have the opportunity. Your mother Dryo knows
not of your voyage, but sends loving greetings. I
would say more, but the poets have caused a great lack
of Nile paper. I pray that Zeus may guard you from
every ill, and that in three years we may meet again.
Fare thee well.”

A voyage from Samos across the Afgean to Corinth
was considered by the ancient Greeks to be rather more
dangerous and adventurous than a voyage over the At-
lantic is regarded in modern times; indeed, a steamer
will frequently run between Liverpool and New York in
less time than an experienced seaman could make his
way from Samos to Corinth, though the latter distance
was not 250 English miles. We need not describe the
circumstances of Herodotus’s departure. The winds
were favorable; and nothing particular occurred during
the voyage, save that the captain stopped for an entire
day at Delos, and thus gave our traveler an opportu-
nity of running over this small but sacred island.

Delos is little more than a rock six miles in circum-
ference, and is situated about half way across the Aligean
Sea. Around it lie a number of larger islands in the
form of a circle, and thus the whole group has been
named the Cyclades. According to the divine myth,
which Herodotus himself would scarcely have dared to
repeat, for fear of offending some mighty divinity, the
beautiful Leto won the heart of Zeus, the Thunderer,
and yielded to the all-potent god. The jealous Hera,
the haughty consort of Zeus, sought to avenge herself
upon her rival, who was soon to becomec a mother.
Hera sent the monstrous serpent Python to persecute
Leto, and»persuaded the Earth to yield no spot where
the unfortunate goddess could give birth to her offspring.
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splendid ships, the beautiful women of Ionia, the richly-
dressed deputation which arrived from Athens, the ex-
hibitions of athletee, and the contests of poets, musi-
cians, and dancers, are represented as making an inef-
faceable impression on the spectator. We append a few
lines from the Hymn as they are quoted by Thucy-
dides :—

‘“ At other times, O Apollo, thou takest thy chief delight in Delos,

‘Where in thy honor the chiton-trailing Ionians

Gather to thy town with children and with wives;

‘Where with boxing, and with dance and song,

They, mindful, gladden thee when they set the games afoot.
* * * *

But well—propitious be Apollo and fair Artentis.

And farewell all ; but yet be mindful of me

In time to come; when some toil-worn stranger

Of mortal men shall come and ask,

O damsels, who is he, most sweet of song,

‘Who visits here, and in whom ye most delight ?’——

Then do ye all reply with kindly words,

‘The blind old man of Chios’s rocky Isle.'”

At the time when Herodotus visited the island, these
splendid festivals had almost become obsolete, though
we may remark that they were revived at a subsequent
period by the Athenian people. Herodotus, however,
met with several old men who described to him the
bygone glories of these national gatherings; and he
visited the temple of Artemis, the twin-sister of far-
shooting Apollo. Perhaps, however, he was most in-
terested in seeing the two tombs of the Hyperborean
virgins, who were said to have brought gifts to Delos
from that beautiful country which was situated far away
beyond the north winds. The youths and maidens of
the island still dedicated their hair to twe of these
virgins—the youths placing their hair on the sepulcher,
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It was about one hour after noon when Herodotus,
having taken his mid-day meal, left his luggage on
board ship, and went on shore to find the house of Glau-
cus. His amazement at the objects around him was
only equal to the astonishment which one of our own
rural countrymen would evince on entering London or
Liverpool for the first time. The street leading from
Cenchrea to the city of Corinth presented a most ani-
mated scene of business and traffic. Goods from the dif-
ferent ports of Asia Minor on one side, or of Italy
and Sicily on the other, were either being conveyed
from one harbor to the other, or else into the city itself.
Beasts of burden were carrying Byzamtine corn into
Corinth. Wagons met each other: some transporting
the wines of the isles of the Agean to the western port;
others bringing the equally renowned growths of Sicily
and Italy toward Cenchrea. Chests, bales, and pack-
ages innumerable were piled up in heaps ready for ware-
housing, or were carried heavily to and fro. The beau-
tiful wool of Milesian flocks, the gauze drapery wrought
by the maidens of Cos, the fine linen of Egypt, the sul-
phur of Cyrene, the gorgeous tapestries of Babylon, the
ivory and curious woods of Ethiopia and India, the
choicest aromatics of Arabia, and every other kind of
merchandize, not excepting richly-carved deities for the
more luxurious worshipers, seemed to have found their
way into this mighty emporium.

Bewildered but yet attracted by the busy groups
around him, it was some time before Herodotus found
an opportunity of respectfully asking an elderly man if
he could direct him to the house of Glaucus, the son of
Polydorus.

¢ Oh, you mean Glaucus the image and shrine mer-
chant,”” replied the man. ‘‘ His house is thirty or forty
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gition, when he saw & bronze Zeus lying in the same
position, while above that deity was a nude Aphrodite,
sculptured of some white metal, having her feet in the
air resting against the wall, and her head firmly planted
on the Thunderer’s stomach. In fact, gods and goddesses,
shrines and tripods, gorgons, serpents, and monsters of
every shape and character, were lying about in all di-
rections, and would have had a most ludicrous effect
upon a mind less imbued with religious feeling. Slaves
were engaged in packing up some of the images for
exportation, while others were opening large cases filled
with deities, and shrines which had apparently just ar-
rived from Ephesus. The horror of Herodotus at seeing
these degraded beings throwing about representations of
divine things was plainly perceptible. He had been ac-
customed to regard such sacred emblems with a certain
degree of veneration, even while they were under the
chisel of the statuary ; but still, as he called to mind his
father’s old friendship for Glaucus, he could not help
trying to defend the image merchant from any charge of
real impiety toward the gods. It struck him that, after
all, the statues were only so much wood and metal, and
he recollected the words of Heraclitus, ¢ The Greeks
worship images, but they might just as well converse
with houses.”

After a very few moments, Glaucus returned with his
son Polydorus, who had been so named after his grand-
father, and introduced him to Herodotus. Polydorus
was about the same age as the young Halicarnassian, but
his sallow complexion and restless air showed him to be
of a totally different disposition. The stranger from
Samos was pale, but full of life and health. The intel-
lectual energy of his expression seemed to be only modi-
fied by a certain philosophic calmness which became him
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your signet and giving him your signature ; but should
you find the least difficulty at Corinth, send at once for
me. I hope that we shall soon take another voyage to-
gether in the good ship ¢ Castor and Pollux.’ ”’

Herodotus thanked the kind-hearted captain, and prom-
ised to make an early call at the Fleece. Meantime a
slave had brought a two-horse chariot to the quay, and
Herodotus, having given the necessary directions to his
own slave, entered the chariot with Polydorus, and
quickly reached the house of Glaucus.

Our voyager by this time had begun to feel very much
fatigued by his long passage over the Aigean, and by the
excitement of arriving at the great city of Corinth.
Glaucus came home to his house in the city, and the
evening meal, the most important of the day, was served.
The wife of Glaucus, and two young ladies introduced
as the host’s daughters, brought their stools to the little
tables, and took their seats with the master of the house
and the two young men, according to the old-fashioned
custom. A general conversation ensued, but Herodotus
was too tired for discourse. The noisy hospitality of
Glaucus and flattering remarks of Polydorus equally failed
to engage his attention, and he felt infinitely relieved when
the hour came that he should retire to his chamber.

A slight sketch of the different members of this Co-
rinthian family, as they appeared to Herodotus, may not
prove uninteresting to the reader. The son, Polydorus,
has already been described. Glaucus, the master of the
house, seemed to be a bluff, honest-hearted old fellow, in
whom Herodotus thought he might place the greatest con-
fidence. The wife of Glaucus was a lady-like woman of
middle age, who had been handsome, and still preserved
many of her good looks, though she appeared in delicate
health, and terribly afraid of her husband. The two
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have to load a Bhip which sails to-morrow for Athens;
but after to-day I shall have more leisure.” Uttering a
few more apologies, Polydorus withdrew from the room,
and left the house for his father’s place of business.

We need not repeat the conversation which followed.
The ladies of Corinth were far more free and unrestrained
in their manners than those of any other Greek city, and
Melissa and Lydia fairly aroused our young traveler by
the gayety and animation-of their discourse. They made
lively remarks upon the weather, expressed the utmost
weariness at the noise and excitement of Corinth, avowed
wishes for some flowery home in a quiet island, rallied
Herodotus on the fair maidens of Ionia, and brought him
out to an extent which surprised himself and delighted his
fair listeners. The lady of the house entered the room, but
after the usual compliments her presence was almost for-
gotten. The slaves removed the remains of the morning
meal, but their attentions were totally unheeded. The
grave and philosophic Herodotus was repeating philo-
sophic criticisms, quoting sentimental lyrics and gay iam-
bics, deseribing all the wonders of Samos and Delos,
praising the scenery of the Ionian isles, boasting of the
sunny skies and glorious shores of his native land, and,
in short, conducting himself in a style which would have
done honor to young Athens. It was, therefore, nearly
noon before he finally left his fair entertainers, and com-
menced his walk through the streets of Corinth, of which
we shall have much to say in our next chapter.
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fine to Apollo. Lycophron, however, could not be
brought to submission. At last Periander saw him sit-
ting under the colonnade of one of the temples, reduced
to a state of filth and starvation. Feeling more com-
passion than anger, he asked Lycophron if it would not
be better to accommodate himself to his father’s wishes,
and thus enjoy power and riches. The young man
replied by saying that Periander had subjected himself
to his own fine for having spoken to him ; and the father,
seeing his son to be thus invincibly obstinate, gave or-
ders that he should be placed on board ship, and carried
to the island of Corcyra, of which he was at that time
master. Years passed away, and Periander found him-
self more and more unable to manage the government
of Corinth. Accordingly he used every means to induce
Lycophron to return home and accept the sovereignty.
Lycophron would not be persuaded, but sent back for
reply that he would never return to Corinth so long as
his father was alive. At last Periander offered to go
himself to Corcyra if his son would come back to Cor-
inth, and this proposition was accepted ; but the arrange-
ment reached the ears of the Corcyraans, and they put
Lycophron to death rather than receive Periander as a
master. The old man never lifted up his head after
hearing the terrible news; and being fourscore years of
age, he sunk into a state of utter despondency, from
which death alone relieved him. Periander was suc-
ceeded by his nephew Psammetichus, who only reigned
three years; for at the expiration of that time his power
was overthrown, and the government once again fell into
the hands of an aristocracy, under which it still contin-
ued when Herodotus visited the city.

These stories, though interesting as illustrations of
the early history of the Greek States, convey no idea
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of the city; and many were indulging in that reckless
and generous joviality which characterizes the Jack
Tars of all climes and ages. In short, while the street
leading to Cenchrea had seemed to be the resort of mer-
chants, the city itself was given up to luxurious pleas-
ure. But, above all, Herodotus was astonished at the
enormous throngs of people that filled the precinct
sacred to Aphrodite, and it was only after considerable
difficulty that he was able to pass the entrance. The
temple, like the Greek temples generally, consisted of
an oblong sanctuary surrounded by a colonnade, and
having a portico at each end. It stood in the midst of
a large inclosed square of ground, which was likewise
sacred to the goddess, and was called the temenus. He-
rodotus had never before visited a temple of Aphrodite,
though, of course, like all Greeks, he had frequently
attended the temples of Zeus and Apollo. Accordingly
he had expected to witness the same sobriety and serious-
ness which belonged to the ritual of the Greek religion ;
to see the priests standing in their splendid vestments
before the altar; to hear the solemn inquiry of, ¢ Who
are those that compose this assembly?”’ and to join
in the universal response of ¢ Upright and pious citi-
zens;”’ to listen to the slow reciting of ancient pray-
ers and the sweet-singing of choral hymns. But there
he saw drunken foreigners and painted girls, and only
heard noisome conversation and indecent shouts; and he
gladly made his exit from the scene, and proceeded to-
ward Cenchrea to the, warehouse of Glaucus.

We can not describe in detail the different works of
statuary and painting which Polydorus exhibited to
Herodotus ; but instead of a catalogue, we will endeavor
to furnish our readers with a brief sketch of the cotem-
porary state of Greek art.
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hours of evening even more pleasantly than those of the
afternoon. He returned with Polydorus and Glaucus to
their private house in Corinth, and found that a still
more splendid supper was served up than on the pre-
* ceding day. The lady of the house was confined to her
room by indisposition, but Melissa and Lydia were pres-
ent, and received him with more smiles and charms
than ever. The conversation was as brisk and lively as
possible, both at the meal, and at the gay symposium
that followed. The remarks of Polydorus, though not
quite so delicate and reverent as Herodotus would have
wished, were always witty and amusing, and our hero
began to think that, after all, his own notions were too
straitlaced. The bluff honesty and genial open-hearted-
ness of Glaucus, had by this time banished all suspicion,
and the long and prosy stories of the worthy father were
received with as much attention as could be expected
from a young gentleman who was already fascinated by
the charms of the daughters. Indeed a sense of duty as
well as of politeness, admired Herodotus to appear in the
character of an admiring listener ; and his conduct may
gserve as an example even to modern gallants, for at in-
tervals he distinctly heard many of the words which his
host uttered, and scarcely once missed laughing at the
right place. However, after a goblet or two of wine,
Glaucus began to nod, and Polydorus called a slave to
bring a box and board, and proposed a game at dice.
Herodotus excused himself on the score of ignorance, but
really because his father had warned him not to play at
games of mere chance. Polydorus accordingly sat down
with Lydia to play a game of draughts and dice, called
pessi and cybi, which bore a marvelous resemblance to
the modern backgammon. Herodotus meanwhile talked
with Melissa, and looked on while Lydia won a zome,
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Glaucus, however, was not satisfied. He had bought a
lot of incense last year from some Hebrew merchant
from Palestine, and was of course taken in; not a wor-
shiper in Corinth would buy a drachma’s weight. This
incense he must needs burn, as well as the ox, and fill
the courts and chambers with the most horrible smoke.
How they liked it in Olympus is only known to them-
gelves. Of course the ship went to the bottom with a
whole cargo of Artemis images; but whether Poseidon
sneezed at the incense, or the maiden goddess refused to.
visit Corinth, is best known to the seers of Elis.”

A month or two before, Herodotus would have turned
away at this profane speech, but now he merely tried to
silence certain qualms by an attempt to laugh, for, to
say the truth, he had grown almost ashamed of that
simple but earnest faith which had become so old-fash-
ioned.

One day, while things were in this state, Polydorus
announced to Herodotus that he and some of his friends
were going to have a great banquet and symposium at
the house of a Corinthian named Nicias, and pressed
his guest to join in it. Herodotus, we need scarcely
say, at once accepted the invitation. The feast was to
be on the most splendid scale, and the amount of con-
tribution was proportionably large, but that was regarded
as a matter of very little consequence by our fashionable
foreigner. On the appointed evening he,made use of
the bath, and carefully arrayed himself in full-dress
garments, and the usual half shoes; and then proceeded
in the company of Polydorus to the house of Nicias,
followed like his friend by his own particular slave.

Nicias was one of the most luxurious men in all Cor-
inth. He was the only son of a Corinthian merchant,
who had died some years before, leaving behind him a






























CHAPTER VIII.
CORINTH (CONTINUED), B. 0. 461—460.

THE NAUTICAL TAVERN OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE AT CORINTH.—CHAMBERS
BACRED TO BOREAS.—CONSULTATION WITH PHYLARCHUS.—EXPERI-
ENCED SKIPPERS.—YARNS OF A PHOOXEAN CAPTAIN.—ITALIAN PIRATES.
~=—A CADMEAN VICTORY.—EXPEDITION TO THE TIN ISLANDS.—FIERY
MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS OF SILVER.—PILLARS ERECTED BY mAOL!&
——A WINTER IN ANCIENT BRITAIN.—PLUNDER.—LEGEND OF PHXTON,
AND TRADITIONARY ACCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF Axgn.—onmcmun
CAPTIVITY.—SACRIFICES TO MOLOOH.—AN OLD ADMIRAL.

THE Golden Fleece was the oldest taven in Corinth.
It had been the resort of seafaring men from the remotest
period ; but the history of its first establishment was lost
in the gloom of ages. Its origin, however, formed a
perpetual subject of discussion among its inmates.
Greek skippers were antiquaries of the very first water.
They cared not for ancient temples, antique statues, or
wonderful footprints of departed heroes. Taverns were
their study; and to impugn the antiquity of a seaman’s
tavern was to wound him on his tenderest point. The
first thing a captain asked on arriving at a new port was,
“Which is the oldest tavern ?”’ and directly he had ob-
tained a satisfactory reply, he both then and on every
subsequent visit religiously kept his quarters at the hotel
indicated.

But the modern reader must not suppose that the
Greek sailor was a mere antiquary who only cared for
walls and stones. No! his pursuit was connected with
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ters of lamb and kid, sausages, black puddings, tunny
fish, sea~dog, and red mullet, together with enormous
loaves of bread and jugs of wine. Every man took out
his short dagger; and Herodotus, who had outshone
every reveler at the banquet of Nicias, was fairly beaten
by every sailor in the Golden Fleece.

But all things must come to an end in time, and at
last the meal was over, the table cleared, the libations
to the gods religiously performed, the cups of wine in
fair circulation, and the conversation in full play.
Herodotus was seated, as we have seen, among the
veterans, who soon began to hear and to discuss each
other’s yarns. He listened with the utmost. interest,
and treasured up every word that was uttered. The
captain, who had been to Cassiterides and Carthage,
told the whole story of his adventures; and we present
his narrative to our readers, as an illustration of the
perils that were encountered by ancient voyagers :

*“ You must know,” began the old captain, * that my .
father was a citizen of Phoceea, in Ionia, on the western
coast of Asia Minor, and that the Phoceeans were the
first of all the Greeks, not even excepting the Corinth-
ians, who ever made long voyages. They did not sail
in broad merchant ships, but in long galleys having
fifty oars each, and a crew well armed and always ready
for fighting. They were the first to enter the Adriatic
Sea and trade with the Illyrians; and they even sailed
to Spain and beyond the Pillars of Heracles as far as
Tartessus, at the mouth of the Guadalquiver. A hun-
. dred years ago, the Tartessian trade was the best in all
the world ; and a fifty-oared galley, well manned, could
compete with two Carthaginian or Phenician vessels,
and set all other pirates at defiance.

¢ Eighty years ago, as you all know, Ionia was con-
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vestments and long grizzly beards and fiery eyes of the
priests. I seemed to be separated from myself, and to
be gazing on my own sacrifice. I beheld myself stabbed
on the altar, and my heart plucked out and placed in a
golden dish before the terrible brazen image. At that
very moment I was awakened by a familiar voice which
turned out to be the voice of my own mate. ‘We are .
free,” he said, ‘follow me! I was trembling with
terror, but at once arose and followed him. A Cartha-
ginian was waiting outside, and led us to the harbor;
and next morning we found ourselves on board a vessel
bound for Sicily. It seems that the captain of the ship
which took us, recognized the mate as having saved his
life at some Greek port, and accordingly offered to re-
lease him at once. My mate, however, would not go
without me, and the captain contrived to bribe the
priests to suffer us both to escape; for it had been really
intended that I should be sacrificed. What became of
the poor crew I never heard for certain. They were, I
believe, all drafted off to the farms and mines, but some
of them, I was told, escaped to Cyrene.

¢ As for myself, I reached Italy in safety, and of
course my return made my father happier than ever.
He had avenged himself upon the Carthaginians, and
enriched the whole colony; but had done so, as he
thought, at the expense of his only son, and at the sac-
rifice of a good ship’s crew. Things, however, might
have been much worse, and having recovered me, he be-
came very grand and commanding. Sometimes he would
talk of fresh expedftions, and begin to sharpen his old
cutlass and polish his boarding pike ; but he never went
any further. After his death I gave up cultivating
the land, and took entirely to trade, and have been be-
tween Italy and Corinth oftener than any man in this
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house. But this is neither here nor there: I have quite
finished my story.”

We shall not retail more of the yarns and conversa- -
tion at the Golden Fleeco. Herodotus was interested
in all he heard, but retired to rest at an early hour, in
order that he might wake refreshed and thoroughly pre-
pared for his journey on the ensuing day.



CHAPTER IX.
MYCENZE, 'ARGOS, AND TEGEA, B.0. 460.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PELOPONNESUS.—HERODOTUS LEAVES CORINTH
FOR ARGOS.—PASSES BY THE VALLEY OF NEMEA.—HERACLES AND
THE NEMEAN LION.—DINNER IN THE VALLEY.—ANCIENT CITY OF
MYOENE.—GATE OF LIONS AND TREASURY OF ATREUS.—GREAT TEM-
PLE OF HERA.—ARGOS.—LEGEND OF 10 PHILOSOPHIZED.—ANCIENT
SUPREMAOY OF ARGOS.—STRUGGLE WITH SPARTA.—BLOODY AND SAC-
RILEGIOUS CONDUCT OF THE SPARTAN KING CLEOMENES.—RECENT
ALLIANCE BETWEEN ARGOS AND ATHENS.—HERODOTUS SETS OUT
FOR SPARTA.—TRADITION OF THE BATTLE BETWEEN THREE HUN-
DRED ARGIVES AND THREE HUNDRED SBPARTANS.—TEGEA IN ARCA-
DIA.—HERODOTUS HOSPITABLY ENTERTAINED BY AN ARCADIAN
HOST.—ANCIENT WAR BETWEEN TEGEA AND SPARTA.—TRADITION OF
THE DISCOVERY OF THE BONES OF ORESTES.—SPARTAN SUPREMACY.

THE peninsula of the Peloponnesus spreads from the
narrow Corinthian isthmus boldly into the Mediterran-
ean Sea, in the rude resemblance of an outstretched
palm. The center is formed by the rugged hills of Ar-
cadia, the Switzerland of Greece. The northern coast
embraced Achaia, the western Elis, the eastern Argolis,
while the extensive southern quarter belonged to Lace-
deemon or Laconia. The city of Corinth, as we have
already mentioned, was situated on .the narrow isthmus
at the north-eastern corner of the Peloponnesus, and
consequently just above the territory of Argolis or Ar-
gos. Accordingly, from Corinth the road lay in a
southerly direction past Mycens to the city of Argos;
and from Argos, again, in a south-westerly direction te
the city of Tegea in Arcadia. From Tegea it branched
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the ladies persisted in going, and would not be persuaded
to remain behind.” Such was declared to be the'real
story, from whence some poet had worked up the romance
of the loves of ITo and Zeus, the whlte cow, and the jeal-
ous Hera. -

The story of the marriages of the fifty sons of Zgyp-
tus with the fifty daughters of Danaus, and the frightful
consequences, together with the story of the love of Zeus
for fair Danae, and his dropping through the roof in
a shower of gold, were all equally well remembered by
Herodotus, and had been interpreted in a similar man-
ner ; but these we have no space to repeat. It is suffi-
cient to say that they belonged to Argos.

Besides these legends however, the ancient hlstnry of
Argos was interesting in a political point of view ; afid
Herodotus could not help lamenting her former glones,
though he took care to keep his thoughts upon the sub-
ject to himself. " Her rule had once extended over a
large portion of the territory which now belonged to
Sparta, and her city had been the first in the Pelopon-
nesus, while Sparta was only of secondary importance.
This supremacy had been at last broken up by the mil-
itary power of Sparta. In ancient times the contest
between the two cities had been chiefly a struggle for
the border territory; but only a short time before the
Persian war, and only forty years or so before Herodo-

* tug’s visit, the city of Argos had been laid completely
prostrate by the following disasters.

Cleomenes, a king of Sparta, of whom we shall have
to narrate some interesting circumstances in a future
chapter, had been assured by the oracle at Delphi
that he should take Argos. He led a Spartan army to
the river Erasmus, which falls into the sea near Argos,
and is said to arrive through an unknown subterranean
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armed Tegeans fought side by side with their old ene-
mies the Spartans in the battle of Platea. She also
claimed a share in the mythical glories of the Pelopon-
nesus. When the Heracleids, under Hyllus, the son of
Heracles and Dejanira, marched to the Corinthian isth-
mus for the purpose of conquering the country, it was
determined that the matter should be decided by
single combat; and upon that occasion, Echemus, the
king and general of the Tegeans, fought singly with
Hyllus and slew him, and the Heracleids retired accord-
ing to their agreement. This event was called the second
invasion of the Heracleids, and took place ten years be-
fore the siege of Troy. _

Herodotus spent his day at Tegea in the most satisfac-
tory manner. His host showed him all the curiosities
of the place, and, above all, took him to the Temple of
Athena Alea, where he saw hanging up the very fetters
which the Spartans had brought with them in their arro-
- gant invasion; also the celebrated manger, which was
made entirely of brass, and originally belonged to the
Persian general Mardonius, but which was captured by
the Tegeans after the battle of Plateea. But nothing in-
terested Herodotus so much as a blacksmith’s shop, the
very same where, about a hundred years before, had been
discovered the bones of Orestes, the son of Agamemnon.
His host had pointed out this shop as the place whence
all the evils originated which had fallen on Tegea, and
had told him the following tradition connected with the
circumstance.

About a hundred years previously, the Tegeans had
beaten the Spartans in a number of battles, and the Spar-
tans, not content with the previous oracle about the fet-
ters, sent again to Delphi to ask which of the gods they
should propitiate in order to become victorious. The
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only a few days ago; for as I was endeavoring to dig a
well within this inclosure, I came to a coffin, seven cubits
long ;* and because I would not believe that men were
ever taller than they are now, I opened the coffin, and saw
that the skeleton inside was of corresponding length ; and
I then measured it and covered it up again.” Lichas im-
mediately felt assured that the coffin in question contained
the bones of Orestes, but for a long time he was puzzled
by the words of the oracle. At last he found out the secret.
The two bound winds, he discovered were the smith’s
bellows; the stroke answering to stroke were the anvil
and hammer ; and the woe lying on woe was the iron that
was being forged, as iron had been invented to the injury
of man. Accordingly he returned to Sparta, and inform-
ed the ephors of the matter; upon which they brought a
feigned charge against him, and sent him into pretended
banishment. He then returned to Tegea, and informed
the smith of his misfortune, and offered to hire the in-
closure. The smith refused for a long time, but at last
oonsented, and Lichas then took up his abode there, and
opened the sepulcher and collected the bones, and carried
them safely to Sparta. Another war, of course, soon
broke out, but the Spartans, having fulfilled the conditions
of the ogracle, were able to defeat the Tegeans.

Such was the manner in which Herodotus was enter-
tained at Tegea. The evening was passed in the same
simple amusements as before ; and at sunrise next morning
he was once more upon the road, eager to reach the
mightiest city in the land of Pelops.

* Qur readers will Krobably remember that Goliath was only six
cubits and a span in height.
A
















































CHAPTER XI.
HISTORY OF SPARTA, ANTE 3. C. 460.

FAMILY TRADITIONS OF THE SPARTAN KINGS.—STORY OF ANAXANDRIDES
AND HIS TWO WIVES,—ACCESSION OF OLEOMENES, B. C. 520.—ADVEN-
TURES OF DORIEUS THE COLONIST IN SEARCH OF A BETTLEMENT.—
ARISTAGORAS AND HIS BRAZEN MAP.—UNSUCCESSFUL ° ATTEMPTS AT
MYSTIFICATION AND BRIBERY.—QUARRELS BETWEEN CLEOMENES AND
HIS OOLLEAGUE DEMARATUS.—DOUBTFUL PARENTAGE OF DEMARATUS.—
HIS MOTHER MIRACULOUSLY ENDOWED WITH BEAUTY.—STORY OF HER
FIBST HUSBAND, AND HOW SHE WAS ENTRAPPED INTO MARRYING A
S8ECOND.—DEMARATUS CHARGED WITH NOT KNOWING WHO WAS HIS
FATHER.—OORRUPTION AT DELPHL—DEPOSITION OF DEMARATUS, AND
ACCESSION OF LEOTYCHIDES.—FLIGHT OF DEMARATUS TO PERSIA.—
THE AVENGING NEMESIS.—MADNESS AND SUICIDE OF CLEOMENES.—
BAGACITY OF HIS DAUGHTER GORGO,—STORY OF THE UNJUST SPAR-
TAN,—MISERABLE DEATH OF LEOTYCHIDES.

THE history of the early Spartan monarchy is lost in
obscurity, but the records of a later period were care-
fully collected by Herodotus himself durmg his residence
in Sparta, the reign of Cleomenes, a prince who was the
predecessor and half-brother of the hero Leonidas, is es
pecially interesting ; and the family traditions of this
king, and of his successive colleagues Demaratus and
Leotychides, will afford the reader a tolerably clear in-
sight into the social condition of the people, and furnish
him with apt illustrations of the effect of the Lycurgean
institutions. .

In the year 500 B.c., being about 40 years before
Herodotus’s visit, the two reigning kings of Bparta were
Cleomenes and Demaratus ; Cleomenes being descended
from Eruysthenes, the older of the twins, and founder of
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such was the fact, and he began to regard with more
attention the proud and silent citizens who hurried past
him.

It was the hour of the Syssitia, or public dinner. The
appetite of every citizen had been sharpened by the mil-
itary exercises of the day, which indeed were so fatiguing
that a Sybarite who once beheld them, exclaimed, ¢ The
Spartans are no heroes after all; for the veriest cowards
in the world would prefer glorious deaths to such miser-
able and laborious lives.”” Men of all ages were hasten-
ing along, terribly afraid lest the black broth should have
disappeared, or the hot roast pork have become tepid and
tasteless. Herodotus asked of one or two the way to
the house of Myron, the proxenus of Halicarnassus; but
he received such surly and fierce replies, coupled with
curt observations upon foreigners generally, and himself
and horse in particular, that he began to be alarmed for
his personal safety, and even to wish that he had entered
the town with an olive branch in his hand in the sacred
character of a suppliant. To gain the information he
desired seemed totally impossible ; and as he was himself
both hungry and nervous, he called to mind all the stories
he had ever heard of the inhospitality and rudeness of
the Spartans to foreign visitors. Suddenly, however, an
aged man, with a benevolent expression of countenance,
came toward him, and mildly asked his name and mis-
sion; and when Herodotus had briefly explained who he"
was, and the object of his visit to Sparta, the old man in-
vited him to dismount and accompany him to the Syssitia,
and ordered a Helot who followed to take charge of the
horse and slave.

Herodotus thankfully accepted the kind invitation, and
in a few moments found himself sitting at a table which
seemed especially set apart for the use of strangers, while
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a few of the Periceci ; and thus the proud city which was
aspiring to the supremacy of Hellas, had begun to totter
before a febellion of her own slaves. The Periceci were,
as we have seen, the citizens of all the Laconian towns
exclusive of Sparta, and were supposed to be descendants
of those Achseans who had possessed the country before
the Dorian conquest. The Helots were descendants of
the serfs of these Acheeans, and were, therefore, serfs
themselves ; and their numbers had been greatly increased
after the Spartan conquest of Messenia, in consequence
of the Dorian Messenians having been at that time re-
duced to the same Helot condition. Besides, however, act-
ing as serfs or cultivators of the farms belonging to the
Periceci and Spartans, the Helots performed all the .
offices of domestic slaves in the several cities. They
were, in short, a slave race, occupying a similar posi-
tion to the swarthy children who labor in the planta-
tions, or act as servants in the crowded cities of the
Slave States of America. Their condition was likewise
equally degrading to themselves and disgraceful to their
masters. The proud Spartans, like the conceited South-
erners, treated the slave with every mark of indignity
and scorn; though it is due to the Spartans to say that
their Helots were preserved from some of the more fear-
ful horrors which attend the life of many an unhappy
African. The slave had been more than once protected
from his Spartan oppressor by the terrors of the Spartan
religion, in the same way that the villein of the Middle
Ages was often protected from his feudal lord by the ter-
rors of the Roman superstition ; but now, even now, there
are Christian ministers in' America who can defend the
atrocities of American slavery. Still Sparta exhibited a
gimilar anomaly to the Slave States of America; she
whose military renown had gained for her the admiration
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feated, was by no means subdued. The famous hill of
dthome, in .the very center of the old Messenian terri-
fory, had been the ancient citadel of the old Messenian
Dorians, in their memorable contests with the Dorians
of Sparta. This hill was occupied and fortified by the
retreating Helots, and here they made a long and obstin-
afe defense, apparently supporting themselves by in-
cursions into the surrounding country. For two or
three years the Spartans endeavored to carry this posi-
tion, but without success; and at last they were com-
pelled to invoke the aid of their several allies, and of -
the Athenians among the number. Athens sent 4000
troops under the command of Cimon, the son of the
celebrated Miltiades; but at that day, so imperfect were
the means of sttacking walls, that even with this in-
creased force, the Spartans made no speedy impression
on the fortified hill of Ithome. When the Spartans saw
that even their Athenian allies were as unsuccessful as
themselves, they began to give way to jealous apprehen-
pions. They feared that the Athenians, having reached
the interior of Laconia, would espouse the cause of the
besieged. They therefore dismissed them at once, under-
the pretense of having no farther occasion.for their
services; but at the same time they retained the contin-
gents from their other allies, and the siege went on as
before. This dismissal took place just before Herodotus
arrived at Sparta. It exasperated the Athenians to
the last degree, and served to excite still further that
growing animosity between Athens and Sparta, which at
last, many years afterward, broke out into the Pelopon—
nesian war.

It may be readily supposed that this siege or blockade
of the Helots at Ithome, was the all-engrossing subject
of Spartan conversation. Ithome was only along day’s
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munity. But at the .same time there was none of
that elaborate and public payment of addresses which
appears to be carried on in modern England. Love-
making was considered to be beneath the dignity of the
Spartan citizen, and a young man could only see his
betrothed, or even his bride, in stolen interviews.

Herodotus, though a stranger, saw a great many
Spartan maidens, and being as great an admirer of beauty
as most young men at four-and-twenty, he gradually
formed the opinion that Chrysis, the daughter of Myron,
was the handsomest girl he had ever seen in his life.
Grace and loveliness were combined with a fine command-
ing figure befitting, as Herodotus thought, an independ-
ent queen of a mighty empire. Now, as our young
traveler knew full well that no Spartan might intermarry,
with a foreigner, he considered it perfectly right a.nd
justifiable to admire Chrysis; but once, after
her as usual, he chanced to look behind him, and there
encountered the angry scowl of a young Spartan, ap-
parently a year or two older than himself.

¢Young Ionian,” said the Spartan, slowly, looking at
him full in the face.

“I am not an Ionian, but a Dorian like yourself,” re-
plied Herodotus.

¢ Dorian of Persia,” sneered the Spartan, “did you
ever go inside a gymnasium ?’

“I will engage with you, Spartan, whenever you
please,” replied our traveler, very much irritated.

“If thou art as good as thy word, young warrior,
come with me to the paleestra,” said the Spartan.

Horodotus at once acquiesced, and though he looked
with some concern at the extraordinary muscular develop-
ment of his antagonist, and was himself a little out of
practice, yet he remembered his former skill in the
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beneath him, but he determined to stand firm to the last
moment. A left-handed blow from the back of the
Spartan’s fist just between the eyes of Herodotus, at last
brought our traveler senseless to the ground, snd he
saw no more: Spartan pugilism had been too much for
him.

. Next morning he found himself lying in a strange
chamber; and the same old gentleman who had first wel-
comed him to Sparta, was sitting by the side of his
couch.

“ Well, my young hero,” said the old man, you fought
nobly, but it was madness for you to combat with a young
athlete like Astydama.s.‘ Fortunately, you are not much
hurt; I was present in the palwestra and brought you
here, and this morning I have sent to Myron for your
slave. You had better lie where you are for to-day.

Herodotus was glad to think that he had been thrash-
ed by so distinguished an athlete, and not by a mere or-
dinary individual. He was also exceedingly pleased with
the hospitality of his new host, who was a citizen of greap
weight in Sparta, and whose protection would probably
insure him greater immunity from the insults of the
younger Spartans. In a few days he had quite recovered
from the effects of the contest, and he therefore once
more went abroad ; and, strange to say, the very first
person he met was Astydamas, who approached him with
a smiling countenance as though they had been the best
of friends.

Henceforth Herodotus found himself very happy at
Sparta. - Reports of his bravery in the paleestra against
so noted an athlete as Astydamas gained him friends
among those who generally considered all foreign visit-
ors as natural enemies. Astydamas himself treated him
in every respect as a friend, and took him daily to the
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with a husband she hated, without ever seeing the hus-
. band whom she had loved. The king likewise grew jealous

and melancholy, was always fancying that his wife wanted
* to return to her former husband.

One morning there was a terrible uproar in the palace.
The night before, the king had been found in the court
of the gyneeconitis, lying on his back perfectly insensible,
and with a terrible bruise on each eye; the queen had
also been taken suddenly ill and was speechless; while
not a soul in the palace had seen any thing or any body,
and nothing had been heard but a scuffle and a tramp.
The five Ephors immediately commenced an inquiry.
The king said that, on entering the palace after his re-
turn from the Syssitia, a gigantic apparition, in the shape
of an armed warrior, had given him a heavy blow on
each eye, and then vanished away. The queen next ac-
knowledged that, a little before the hour of the king’s
return, a similar apparition had entered the room where
she was spinning alone, and announcing himself as the
hero Astrabacus, had made violent love to her ; but that
soon afterward, hearing a noise, he had suddenly van-
ished and left a garland, which garland she was ready to
exhibit. The Ephors, upon hearing this testimony, im-
mediately sent for the Seers. Several secret councils
were held, and the garland was examined and found to
have been taken. from the neighboring shrine of Astra-
bacus. At length the Seers and Ephors arrived at the
following decision—that the wife of the king had been
really visited by the hero Astrabacus, and that it was
therefore advisable that the king should divorce her ; but
that she might then, if she pleased, return to her former
husband. As, however, it had been noticed that the
king, for some time past, had drunk up the whole of the
double allowance of wine, which was given him at the
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to deliver themselves up to death, and thus give satis-
faction to Xerxes for the murder of the heralds of his
father Darius. When Sperthias and Bulis reached the
coast of Asia Minor, they were hospitably entertained
by Hydarnes, the Persian satrap of that province, and
proved themselves to be brave men and worthy repre-
sentatives of Sparta. Hydarnes sattempted to seduce
them over to the interests of Persia. ¢ Men of Lace-
deemon,” he said, “why do you refuse to be friendly
with the Great King of Persia? You can see that he
knows how to honor brave men, by looking at me and
at my present exalted position. So likewise, if your
city would surrender to him, every Spartan citizen
would obtain a government in some part of Greece ; for
he deems the Spartans to be especially brave and fitted
for command.” Sperthias and Bulis, however, replied
as follows : ¢ Hydarnes, your experience is too imperfect
for you to give us good advice. You have only tried
one state, and know nothing whatever of the other. You
know perfectly well what it is to be a slave, but you
can not know what it is to be a freeman. If, indeed, you
had known the happiness of freedom, you would have
advised us to fight for it, not only with spears, but even
with hatchets.”

When at length the two devoted Spartans reached
Susa, and were ushered into the royal presence, they
were commanded by the guards to prostrate themselves, -
and worship the Great King. This they refused to do,
declaring that it was not their custom to worship a man,
nor had they come for that purpose. The guards then
thrust down their heads by force, and thus obliged them
to prostrate themselves. At last they escaped from this
persecution, and addressed Xerxes as follows, ‘‘ King of
the Medes, the Spartans have sent us in return for the

9‘
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no bread was eaten, but only cheese cakes and other
things of a similar kind, and no pseans were sung in
praise of Apollo; and when the repasts were over, every
body went home in the greatest quiet and order. The
second day, however, was wholly spent in public amuse-
ments and rejoicings. Strangers visited Amycle in
great numbers. Boys played the cithara, or sung a
hymn in honor of Apollo, to the accompaniment of the
flute. Others, dressed in splendid attire, performed a
horse-race in the theater. After the horse-race, were
choruses of singers and dancers. Numerous 8horuses of
young men, each under the guidance of a leader, or
choropoeis, sang the national songs of Sparta; while
other choruses performed an ancient dance, in which
they accompanied the flute and the song with simple and
appropriate movements and gestures. The great event
of the day, however, and one which cost many a Spartan
youth his heart, was the grand procession of maidens.
All the maidens of Sparta and Amycle were arrayed
in the most splendid costumes, and rode in chariots made
of wicker work, and magnificently adorned; thus per-
forming a most beautiful procession through the city of
Sparta, and along the road to Amyclee. Numerous sacri-
fices were also offered on this day, and the citizens kept
open house for their friends and relations, while even
the Helots were permitted to enjoy themselves. - The
favorite meal on this day was called the Copis, and con-
sisted of a supper of barley-cakes, loaves, meat, rare
herbs or vegetables, broth, figs, sweatmeats, and mulled
wine. This Hyacinthian festival was considered of so
much importance that both the Spartans and Amyclee-
ans, on more than one occasion, broke up a campaign and
returned home in order to be present at its celebration.
The GYMNOPZDIA, or festival of ‘“naked yonths,”

'
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take upon themselves the cares and responsibilities of
marriage should not be permitted to take any delight in
the families of others. The Gymnopaedia is generally
supposed to have been first established in the year B.c.
665, or about two centuries before Herodotus's visit ; and
it especially became of the utmost importance as an
institution for gymnastic and orchestral perfomances,
and for the cultivation of the poetic and musical arts at
Sparta.

The CARNEIA was a great natlonal warlike festival,
celebrated durmg nine days in the month oorrespondmg
t0 our August, in honor of the mighty fa.r-shootmg Apollo,
the especial deity of the Dorian race. It is impossible
to describe all the characteristics of the festival. Sacri-
fices were offered and musical contests were held; and
during the nine days of its celebration, nine tents were
pitched near the city of Sparta, in which nine men lived, _
in the manner of a military camp, obeying in every thing
the commands of a herald. During its celebration the
Spartans were never allowed to take the field, though
indeed this restriction seems to have been common to all
the great Hellenic festivals.

Such then was Sparta, her city, her people, and her
institutions. Here we have probably lingered too long ;
and our readers are perhaps as weary as was Herodotus
of this great city of intrepid warriors, handsome maidens,
and degraded homebred slaves. We would also that we
could hope that their hearts were panting with the same
interest and excitement for the opening of the next chap-
ter, as did that of Herodotus when the day arrived for
his taking farewell of Myron, and the old gentleman who
had so kindly befriended him, and he fairly set out for
beautiful Olympia, there to celebrate the mighty festival
which may be almost said to have alone united the whole
Greek world.
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the asphodel, the flower of death among the ancient
Greeks.

Twenty-three centuries ago the hills were covered with
wood. The plain was a throng of temples, altars, treasure
houses, and statues, shaded by olives, planes, palms, and
silver poplars. The Alpheus flowed in a dreamy but
abundant stream. Hush! See the enormous concourse
silent and breathless. A wrestler has thrown his adver-
sary; a pugilist has beaten his opponent; a runner is
outstripping his competitors in the stadium; the four-
horse chariot is bounding to the goal in the hippodrome.
Hurrah! a victory is won. A million plaudits rend the
air. The victors are deafened by the praises of a thou-
sand cities; the vanquished are reeling away wearied,
sick, and broken-hearted.

Gymnastics were the life and soul of the Greek fes-
tivals; but we moderns have no sympathy with them.
We connect them with prize-fights, pedestrian matches,
and sporting public-houses. But in Greece the gym-
nasium was the school of art. Men came to gaze on the
manly beauty of the athlete, the harmony and grace of
his movements, his exhibition of heroic strength, or the
splendid development of his bodily frame. The people
were all artists by nature, worshipers of beautiful forms.
Beauty was their ideal of goodness, the great attribute
of deity. Without it, moral worth and intellectual ex-
cellence were as nothing. This exquisite sensibility of
beauty was soon, alas! carried to a criminal excess;
and then the delicate art-worship vanished from the
earth, and the public taste became meretricious and de-
praved. At last the coarse contests of the Roman gladi-
ators took the place of the harmonious movements of the
Greek athlete, and art forever lost her ancient attri-
butes. We indeed aspire after beauty of the soul and
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religious festival inta a great national gathering, like
those of the Olympian, the Pythian, the Nemean, and
the Isthmian games. But the Olympian games were the
greatest of all. Time was reckoned by Olympiad.s and
measures by Olympic stadia. To use the comparison of
Pindar, it eclipsed all the others, as the noonday sun does
the stars.

The origin of the Olympic games may be traced back
to the very earliest times. The priests belonging to the
great national temple and oracle of the Olympian Zeus
referred them to the age of Cronos, and a thousand tra-
ditions concerning, their establishment were told to the cu-
rious visitor. Our readers, however, are less cxpdulous
than the believing Greeks, and we dare not mystify them -
with legend, but content ourselves with telling them all
that we know. The games a.nclently consisted of nothing
more than a match of runners in the measured course
called the Stadium. A continued series of victorious
runners was formally inscribed and preserved by the
Eleans, beginning with Coroebus, who was victor in B.c.
776 ; and this list was used in after years as a means for
measurmg time, every fourth year being an Olympiad..
It was in the seventh Olympiad after Corcebus (B.c. 752)
that a wreath from the sacred olive tree near Olympia
was first given instead of a prize of money, the honor at-
tending on Olympian victory being deemed a sufficient
reward. In the fourteenth Olympiad (B.c. 724) a sec-
ond race was introduced of runners in the double stadium,
or up and down the course. In the next, or fifieenth
Olympiad (B.c. 720), a third match was introduced for
runners several times up and down the stadium. In the
eighteenth Olympiad (B.c. 708) the wrestling match and
the complicated pentathlum were introduced; the pentath-
lum consisting of five distinct kinds of games—namely,






THE EIGHTIETH OLYMPIAD. - 211

the distant colonies of Italy, Libya, and Asia Minor, and
from every city in European Greece and the Isles of the
ZEgean, were eagerly thronging to this sacred spot on the
banks of the Alpheus, where even mortal enemies might
unite as friends and brothers, in the celebration of these
national rejoicings. Every road in the Peloponnesus
which led toward Olympia was filled with joyous stran-
gers. Some were candidates for the several prizes ; others
were only going as spectators of the games, or for the
purposes of trade; others had been sent, under the name
of Theori, as deputies to represent their several states;
and the latter especially vied with one another in the
splendor of their appearance, in order to support the
honor of their native cities. No foreigner, outlaw, or
sacrilegist was ever allowed to take a part in the contests ;
and women and slaves were never permitted to be present
at all, though the former might send their chariots to join
. in that important race.

We need scarcely say that Herodotus was likewise trav-
eling toward Olympia, by the road leading from Sparta
through Arcadia, along the banks of the Alpheus toward
the sacred Olympian valley. He had joined a large com-
pany of Spartan citizens, who were bound for the same
spot. Astydamas and other athletze were with the party,
and they all were yielding to the social influences of the
festival season, and making themselves wondrously
* agreeable for so stern a race. A pilgrim to our own na-
tional games at Ascot or the Derby may form some con-
ception of the witticisms that were exchanged between
stranger travelers, and of the bets and criticisms upon
the several combatants. ‘Who lost his shield at
Tthome?” cried a lively Athenian as he passed the Spartan
group. ‘Not you,” was the rejoinder, ““ but the man
who lent it you.” ¢ How do you like your kings?” -
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-". Two hours passed away. It was. the eve of the first
day of the festival, and the moon was at the full Our
young traveler was standing on the green slope of Cro-
nium, while the pensive beams of the silver Moon-god-
dess were falling upon that lovely valley, as if young
“Endymion’s self were slumbering there, and she were de-
scending to kiss his ruby lips. The groves of olive and
plane-trees were throwing their fantastic shadows upon
the dewy verdure. Beyond the vale was the broad stream
of Alpheus studded with small islands, so beautiful and
unearthly that Herodotus could almost fancy they were
the homes of the water-nymphs which the river god was
pressing to his amorous bosom. It was a night when
imagination could people the scene with a thousand di-
vine forms. The river god might once more be pursuing
the fair Nereid Arethusa, who refused to listen to his
love. Beneath yonder grove the frightened nymph might
be again praying to holy Artemis for succor. Gaze
on with pious earnestness and. poetic fervor. The virgin
deity descends in pure and spotless garb. The Nereid
melts into a crystal fountain, and sinks under the earth
far away, where no Alpheus can follow.

It was indeed a holy spot, but the dreaminess of that
first view soon passed away. A thousaid other specta-
tors were standing with Herodotus to see the silver moon-
light streaming upon olive groves and marble temples,
and falling with heavenly calmness upon the broad flood
of the rippling river, and all were thinking of those sol-
emn games which were soon to be performed in honor of
Olympian Zeus. Immediately beneath them were the
gymnasium for the preliminary exercises, and the pry-
taneum, or town hall. Near these were the row of ten
treasuries which had been erected by the different Greek
States, and contained statues and other offerings of great
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tors in former contests were recounting their deeds of
olden time amid the respectful praise of eager and be-
lieving listeners. Husbands who, a while ago, had been
lamenting that the law excluded women from the festival,
were now congratulating themselves upon the absence of
their wives, and making a most decided night of it.
Grooms supposed to be tending horses in the hippodrome,
were piously pouring out extremely small libations to the
Olympian deities, but drinking enormous draughts to the
success of their masters’ steeds. Last of all, Herodotus
found, on reaching his tent, that his comrades had reached
a pitch of revelry which he could scarcely comprehend,
for they were even proposing to pour out wine like Scy-
thians, namely, to drink it without the refreshing and
temperate admixture of the water. Night, however, crept
on, and the noise and tumult gradually subsided. One
feaster after another rolled himself in his himation and
fell asleep where he lay; and long erethe morning dawned
upon the hills, the whole valley was wrapped in the
profoundest repose.

Brightly rose Eos, goddess of red morning, to announce
the coming day. Then the glorious, ever-toiling Sun-
god, who all the night had journeyed in his golden ves-
sel from the western region of fair Hesperides to the
eastern realms of happy Ethiopia, ascended his radiant
chariot, and drove his viewless steeds through the clear
blue ether. The cheerful lark winged his way to heaven
to welcome the potent god. The dew arose like incense
to the skies. The valley teemed with life and light. It
was the first day of the festival—the day for sacrifice
and preparation.

Hail, mighty Zeus! Such was the cry of countless
worshipers on that auspicious morning. The whole of
that enormous throng wended their way in solemn pro-
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ing devoted to concluding sacrifices and banquets to the
victors. Ten men had been previously chosen by lot
from among the citizens of Elis to be judges throughout
the festival. These judges were called Hellanodicee,
and were honorably distinguished by purple robes.
Three of them had the superintendence of the horse and
chariot-races, three of the five exercises of the pantath-
lum, and four of the other contests. On the first day
they classified all the competitors, who thereupon drew
lots for their several places. These preliminary arrange-
ments were not completed until very late in the after-
noon ; but it is useless to attempt a detailed description.
The other duties of the Hellanodicee were to determine
the prizes, and give them to the conquerors. Above all,
however, they. enforced the observance of the Olympic
laws upon the entire body of competitors and spectators;
and for this purpose a body of police were placed under
their direction, under the name of alute, to preserve
order and obedience. The events of this first day were
not very interesting to our young traveler. He had
joined in the grand procession to the temple of Zeus,
and taken his part in the national rejoicings; but the
running about to see the lists was very tedious and
wearisome, and to hear the continual complaints of the
candidates and others against the several arrangements
was excessively irritating. Indeed, both Herodotus and
several others were sufficiently provoked to utter many
a bitter joke upon a discontented rider or disappointed
_runner, though it was obviously judicious to keep one’s
witticisms to one’s self in the presence of a grumbling
wrestler or growling pugilist. The evening was passed
in a far more sedate and business-like manner than the
previous one. The names of men and horses were care-.
fully studied, and betting tablets were made up in the
VOL. 1. . 10
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here were the entrances, the starting-place for the run-
ners, and an altar of Endymion. The other end was in
the shape of a semi-circle, and in the venter of this half
circle was the goal. The starting-place and the goal
were each marked by a square pillar. Within the upper
and lower mounds of earth, and indeed all round the
area, excepting at the entrance-wall, were successive
lines of spectators to the number of several thousands.
On one side of the stadium, opposite the goal, sat the
Hellanodicee in their purple robes; on the other side, on
an altar of white marble, sat the priestesses of Demeter
Chamyne, -the only women who were allowed to view the
games, or even to attend the festival.

Such was the scene which met the eye of Herodotus
after he and his companion had taken their seats in &
most advantageous position near the thrones of the Hel-
lanodicze. He could see the whole extent of those long
and successive lines of spectators which surrounded the
course. The loud hum of conversation filled the immense
area,while the competitors were stationed at the entrance,
and preparing for the first single foot-race. The line of
starting was formed by a rope which restrained the im-
petuous runners. This race was the most simple of all
the games. No strife save that of emulation could pos-
sibly be introduced into it; and the forms of most of the
competitors exhibited a lightness, activity, and grace
which no other exercise could produce. At length, after
a considerable time, the moment arrived for the race.
The heralds of the Hellanodicee proclaimed the name and
eountry of each competitor. The runners stood sbreast
against the starting-line, eager to.commence the struggle
for renown before that mighty assembly. The signal
was given, the rope fell, and onward, like winged mes-
sengers of the gods, sprang the panting competitors
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Their trade was war; the combats to them were but as
the sports of a camp.

How shall we describe the contests? Every combatant
was burning with ardor for the judge’s signal; his body
almost entirely naked and smeared with oil or ointment,
and covered with fine sand. First commenced the wrest-
ling matches, in which no blows were allowed, but every
trick and exertion were brought into play to overthrow
an adversary, and in which three falls decided the victory.
Next came the boxing, in which the Greek athletse stood
in the same attitudes, employed the same guards, and
planted the same blows as our own loving countrymen
in a street row, or in the general settlement of personal
differences requiring promptitude and decision. Next
- came the pancratium, which was the most exciting of all
the contests, as it united the arts of boxing and wrestling.
Last of all was the pantathlum, which consisted of five
distinct games, namely, leaping, throwing the discus,
throwing the spear, and wrestling.

These were the gymnastics which stimulated the spec-
tators to the highest pitch of excitement. The movements
of the combatants themselves were the poetry of motion,
the evolutions of perfect beauty. Bravery and beauty
were indeed the true gods of Hellas. The athlete must .
not only have thrown his adversary, vanquished his an-
tagonist, or outstripped all his competitors in strength
and skill; but he must also have exhibited the most
graceful and harmonious movements ere he could obtain
the prize. The countenances of the pugilist, however,
often presented the same irregularity of feature which
distinguishes the champion of modern times; for the
Greek practiced the noble art not so much for self-
defence as for conquering his opponent. Moreover, dis-
satisfied with merely spoiling the face of an antagonist
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It was morning on the fourth day of the festival when
the mighty multitude assembled in the spacious hippo-
drome. The all-engrossing event of the day was the four-
herse chariot-race. The mere horse-racing, of which there
were several matches, presented but few points of in-
terest, excepting to the trainer or breeder; but chariot-
driving was the grand amusement of every rich citizen
in Hellas, and an Olympic prize was sufficient to enno-
ble all the members of the family of the winner. The
money that was expended upon the thoroughbred horses,
splendidly decorated chariots, and magnificent trappings
is beyond all our calculation; - while the rivalry that
existed can only be appreciated when we remember that
none were able to contend but those possessed of large
revenues; and that as the triumph of a winner was sup-
posed to confer honor upon his native city, he not un-
frequently rose to the highest offices in the state through
the popularity which he had obtained by his Olympic
victory.

_ The Olympic hippodrome was inclosed in the same

manner as the stadium, but included a much larger
area. The starting-place also was not formed by a
straight wall as in the stadium, but was in the shape of
a triangle, having the apex pointing toward the interior.
The base thus formed the entrance to the hippodrome, while
the two sides consisted of stalls for the horses and chariots.
At the apex was the bronze figure of a dolphin, elevated on
a pointed post. Within the triangle was a bronze eagle,
lying on an altar of whitened brick. The course was
exactly double the length of that in the stadium, and was
divided lengthways; the chariots proceeding up one
gide, then round a pillar at the other extremity, and
then returning on the other side. The distance from
the starting-place to the pillar was two stadia, or a
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‘Some, however, more wary and cautious, kept a tighter
hold upon their reixs, trusting to their skill to preserve
them from danger. . Four were clear ahead; then fol-
lowed eight in a confused mass, two being already left
well behind. The first and nearest to the post was com-
pelled to give way to the bold driving of the second
which threatened a collision; but all the four got right
away to the return side without accident. The fifth,
eager to follow their example, produced ruin and desola-
tion. The nave of his wheel dashed violently against
the post, smashed the axle-tree, and sent the unlucky
charioteer spinning into the midst of his kicking horses.
The confusion became general. The crush and collision
of the crowd of chariots, the kicking and plunging of
thorough-breds, the yells, curses, and prayers of the
maddened drivers, rendered the accident so desperate
that only three outsiders escaped from the mélée in time
to follow the four, and show any thing like play. Leav-
ing their companions to a misery which was the work
of a moment, the seven soon became intermingled, and
tore along with alternate success to the conclusion of the
race, followed by a few who had lost all chance except-
ing that of being last. Four times the course had to be
traversed. The last pillar was passed. The goal was
in view. The fury of the drivers was awful. The
horses raced along like steeds of flame, as the wheels
bounded like balls over the uneven ground. Neck and
neck, the three first drivers lashed their steells with the
desparation of demons. A whip fell, wheels were locked,
a second crash flashed upon the spectators like lightning,
when the fourth chariot plunged forward and the race
was won.

In a moment the herald entered the course and pro-
claimed the name and country of the winner. Then

10*
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turn to his native city. The gate and wall pulled down,
to show that he alone could protect the state. The
exulting procession of his fellow-citizens, with flowers
and.palms. The well-trained chorus, singing the tri-
umphant ode. The decorated chariot and the four white
horses, bearing him in his purple robes to the temple of
the guardian deity of his city. Joyous sacrifices, mag-
nificent banquets, sumptuous gifts, and glorious nobility.
So blest and godlike would be his life, that Pindar well
might say, * Aspire no higher, mighty conqueror, lest
the avenging Nemesis seek to humble such presuming
pride and such insatiable ambition !”’

The present night, however, was to be spent at Olym-
pia in national banquets to the great body of Olympic
victors. The tables were arranged upon the greensward.
The roasted flesh of the thousand victims was eaten with
joy and exultation. Wine, music, and choral odes, en-
livened the vast multitude of fedsters. Scenes, incident
to the occasion, ever and anon attracted the notice and
applause of that mighty assembly. The eldest of eight
sons had gained the victory in the boxing match; the
youngest had been equally successful in the pancratium.
The exulting young men carried their proud old father
in triumph on their shoulders. The spectators threw
garlands upon the glorious three, and a Spartan cried to
the father, ¢ Die, now, Diagoras, for you can wish for
nothing higher.” Songs, revelry, and thanksgivings to
all-potent Zeus. Such was the conclusion of thé great
festival of the eightieth Olymplad
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Would it even give him the government of a single vil-
lage? Politics was a game for gray-beards. Poets could
stir and ‘move mankind, could arouse the passions and win
the love of multitudes. But could he ever be a poet? He
thought of his youthful epic—so poor, so spiritless, so
faulty-—and he burst into a flood of tears.

At this moment a well-known figure approached him,
and broke in upon his meditations. It was that of his
old Corinthian friend Captain Phylarchus.

¢ By Zeus !”’ cried the worthy skipper, ‘a sea nymph
or triton would not have surprised me more. I have
looked for you'every day of the festival. It was onlya
heavy ballast of wine that brought me out for a stroll and
I am off to-morrow.” ‘

Herodotus greeted him. with as much composure and
heartiness as he could summon up, for his thoughts were
far away. The very sight of the Captain however, called
up some pleasant recollections of strange yarns, and
stormy nights at sea; and his arrival was otherwise most
opportune, for it enabled him to consult Phylarchus upon
his own future proceedings.

¢ Splendid evening,” said the captain, whom wine
had made remarkably talkative. ¢ By Poseidon, the
moon goddess yonder smiles brightly enough. I wish
she would sail with us every night at sea; she would be
a rare lantern for the aplustre.”*

“Tt is indeed a beautiful night,” replied Herodotus ;
“ quite a night for a poet to describe. Did you ever
know a poet, Phylarchus ?”’

“Not very well,”” said the captain. ¢ There was old

.© The aplustre was an elegant ornament on the highest part
of the poop which overhung the steersman. In the column of Tra-
jan, a lantern is suspended from the aplustre so as to hang over
the deck before the steersman.
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death was inevitable, and desiring to postpone it for as
long as he could, he requested the pirates to permit him
to put on his poet’s robes, and sing one last song upon
the poop. The sailors were perfectly willing to hear the
best singer in all the world, and granted his request.
Arion then put on all his robes and his poet’s wreath,
and thus placed himself under the protection of Apollo
He then took his cithara, and, standing on the rowing
benches, he executed the stirring Orthian strain; and
when he had finished, he leaped into the sea. Just at that
moment a dolphin sent by Apollo reeeived him on his
back, and carried him to the port of Teenarum, at the
southern extremity of the Peloponnesus. Here the poet
landed, and proceeded from thence to Corinth ; where he
made himself known to Periander the tyrant, and told
him all that had happened. Periander at first would not
believe the story, but threw Arion into prison, and
watched for the arrival of the seamen. At last the ship
reached Corinth, and Periander summoned the crew, and
asked them if they could give him any tidings of Arion.
They replied that they had left him well and flourishing
at Tarentum. At that moment Arion was brought before
them arrayed in the same robes as those in which he had
leaped into the sea; and this sudden apparition so aston-
ished the men that they could not deny their crime, and
were accordingly fully convicted and executed.”
Phylarchus, having finished his story, listened to He-
rodotus’s adventures, and then related his own proceed-
ings. He had coasted round the southern promontories
of Peloponnesus on purpose to visit the Olympic festival,
and on his way he had stopped for a day or two at Tee-
narum, where he had heard the legend he had related,
and been shown a small brazen statue of the poet sitting
upon a dolphin, just as he appeared when riding that be-
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was like a lake, being ‘seventy feet in circumference and
two fathoms in depth. The pitch was obtained from the
lake in a very singular and primitive manner. A myrtle

* branch was fastened to the end of a long pole, and let

down into the water; and upon drawing it up again a large
quantity of pitch was found adhering to the myrtle.
When first dtawn out it was thrown into a cistern dug for
the purpose close by the wells; and when a sufficient
quantity had been collected, it was poured off into jars
ready for exportation.

Phylarchus made a capital bargain, and the pitch itself
was generally regarded as being even better than the
pitch of Pieria.. A quantity of ballast was thrown over-
board to make room for the jars, and the latter were
carefully arranged under the immediate superintendence
of the careful captain. The result, however, was by no
means satisfactory to Herodotus. The pitch smelt most
horribly of asphalt, and, as he good-humoredly complain-
ed to Phylarchus, gave him the lively idea of proceeding
in Charon’s gloomy boat over the black rivers of the
under-world. The worthy captaini being, like most sail-
ors, rather given to superstition, declined to laugh at
such a jest, as he was going to consult Apollo upon a
secret question of mighty and transcendent importance.

From the island of Zacynthus, the voyagers made
their way under a pleasant westerly wind into the
Corinthian Gulf, toward Cirrha in Phocis. In ancient
times Cirrha had been a most important city, but was
now only a small seaport for the accommodation of pil-
grims to the oracle at Delphi. Here they anchored late
in the evening of the twelfth day of their voyage; and
next morning at sunrise, Phylarchus and Herodotus
started off on a walk of seven miles to the famous temple
of Apollo.
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was determined to make a pilgrimage to an inn before
he visited the temple, and to refresh the inward man
with wine and provisions before seeking for aid or counsel
from the far-seeing Apollo. Herodotus made no objec-
tion, and indeed argued that it was far more seemly to
enter the temple of the god with joy and gladness of
heart than with an empty stomach and discontented
mind. When, however, they had found the entertain-
‘ment they desired, and had made an exceedingly hearty
meal off cold roast kid and a skin of Chian wine,
Phylarchus began to have certain misgivings upon the
subject, and to confer seriously with Herodotus upon the
propriety of deferring their visit to the temple until the
next day.

¢ Phylarchus,” replied Herodotus, ‘‘ you are indeed
about to do a very solemn thing. You are going to in-
quire of bright Apollo concerning the will of almighty
Zeus, not merely, as I presume, to satisfy a prying curi-
osity respecting the future, but to obtain the divine
sanction on some private act which you are intending to
do. When, therefore, we consult a sacred oracle, we
must remember that we are brought almost into the im-
" mediate presence of that god or hero who thus benefi-
cently becomes the mediator between man and Zeus. At
the same time I do not think that it can be displeasing
to the deity forrman to take his natural refreshment be-
fore entering a temple; for as food gives fresh life and
energy to the body and spirits, so likewise it must give
fresh fervor to our piety and greater earnestness to our
devotion. Had we not, however, better inquire if this
be the day for consulting the oracle? for I know that
there are only certain days set apart every month for
the purpose, and that, in ancient times, oracles were
only delivered on one day in the year, namely, on the
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"thrown upon them with a loud crash. Numbers, he

-said, were thus killed, while at the same time a loud
cry and war-shout issued from the temple. The sur-
vivors were immediately seized with a panic, and fled in
dismay ; but the shades of the two heroes Phylacus and
Autonous, heavily armed and of immense stature, pur-
sued them for a censiderable distance, and slew and de-
stroyed many.

Having once more examined the pieces of rock which
had done such good service to Hellas, and having like-
wise tasted the waters of the Castalian spring, which
was close by, Herodotus set off to the temple of Apollo.
This magnificent structure was faced with Parian marble,
and occupied a large space in the highest part of the
city. -Its treasures were immense. Kings and private
persons who had received favorable replies from the oracle
generally presented rich offerings; and many of the
Greek states had separate treasuries in which they depos-
ited some of their most esteemed valuables for the sake
of security. .

Herodotus was not of course admltted into the inner-
most sanctuary or adytum in which a fire of fir-wood was
kept constantly burning on an altar before the golden
statue of Apollo; but he obtained a full view of all the
more celebrated offerings which had been dedicated to
the god. There was the royal throne of Midas, king of
Phrygia, who was the first foreigner that ever sent gifts
to Delphi; together with an immense number of golden
wine-vessels, and other rich articles which had been dedi-
cated by the early Lydiankings. Perhaps the most curious
offering was that of Alyattes, king of Lydia; while the
most brilliant and costly gifts were those of the unfor-
tunate Croesus.  Alyattes on recovering from a sickness
had sent a large silver vessel for mixing wine; and this
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lamb and tortoise together in a brazen caldron. He was,
therefore, very much pleased with the reply from Delphi,
and sent an immense number of offerings to the temple,
all of which Herodotus now saw and examined with much
attention. Among these was a lion, made of pure refined
gold, which originally weighed ten talents, or about five
hundred weight, and stood upon a pedestal formed of one
hundred and seventeen golden half bricks, each of which
were eighteen inches long, nine inches broad, and three
inches thick. Four of these half bricks were made of
pure red gold, and- weighed two thousand two hundred
ounces each ; the others were made of pale or alloyed gold,
and weighed about eighteen hundred ounces each. When,
however, Herodotus visited Delphi, the lion had been re-
moved from its pedestal, and only weighed three hundred
weight and a quarter; one hundred and three quarters
having been melted from it at the time the old temple
was burned down, many years before. There also were
two mixing vessels; one made of gold, and weighing nearly
four hundred-weight and a half; and the other of silver,
and capable of holding six hundred amphorz, or about
five thousand gallons. This huge silver vessel was said
to have been the work of Theodorus, the Samian; and
Herodotus found, upon examining it, that it was in re-
ality the work of his illustrious ancestor. ‘The other gifts
of Croeesus, which Herodotus saw, consisted of several
spherical-shaped silver ewers, a golden statue of a female
favorite, four feet and a half in height, and the necklaces
and girdles of his queen; together with sonie other gold
and silver vessels. One of these, a golden lustral vase,
bore an inscription inferring that it came from the Lace-
desemonians ; but the exegetes, who pointed out the various
things to our young traveler, assured him that this was
a deception, as the vase had been really sent by Creesus,
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when the Phocians were thus shut up in Parnassus, Tel-
lias, the celebrated Elean seer, was among them, and
this Tellias devised the following stratagem. Taking
the command of six hundred of the bravest Phocians, he
smeared them all over, armor and all, with white chalk,
and led them against the Thessalians-at night, with orders
to kill every man that was not white like themselves.
When the enemy’s pickets saw this body of armed spec-
ters approaching like angry spirits from the under world,
they fled to the camp, and a terrible panic soon spread
over the whole Thessalian army. In the midst of the
- confusion the whitened Phocians fell upon the invaders
and slew four thousand Thessalians, and obtained posses-
sion of their shields, half of which they dedicated at Abze,
and the other half at Delphi. Thus, for a time, the power
of the Thessalian infantry was completely broken. Shortly
afterward the Phocians were enabled to inflict an irre-
parable blow upon the enemy’s cavalry, which was con-
sidered to be the finest in Hellas. They dug a great pit
at the entrance of their territory, near Hyampolis, and,
. placing a number of large empty jars in it, they covered
the whole with light soil, and awaited the attack of the
enemy. The Thessalian horse, unaware of this artifice,
and desiring to overwhelm the Phocians by the violence
of their charge, dashed on among the jars, which broke
the feet of the chargers and bore the riders to the ground.
A terrible slaughter ensued, and the Thessalians did not
recover their loss for more than a generation. During the
great Persian war the Thessalians obtained their revenge.
They deserted from the cause of Hellas, and united their
forces to those of Xerxes; and it was by their instigation
that the towns of Phocis were burned to the ground, and
the attempt was made to plunder the temple-treasures at
Delphi. .

VOL. 1. 11
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returning consciousness gave expression to the vacant
look with which he had at first greeted the eager and
unpetuous capta.m

“Why, what is the matter ?”’ he cried, *“is the ship
going down ?”’

¢ No,” replied the captain; * you are at Delphi, and
I want you to accompany me to Lebadea.”

“To Lebadea ?”

“ Yes, to Lebadea. It isonly twenty miles off. I have
heard that the oratle of the hero Trophonius will answer
my purpose, and I am rather in a hurry to leave this
port. If, therefore, you like to come with me, we can
ride there this morning ; I can do my business this even-
ing, and we can return to-morrow and set sail.”

¢1 will accompany you with pleasure, captain,” said
Herodotus, slowly; ‘but when you talk of doing busi-
ness with the oracle, you must excuse me if I say that I
think you are speaking rather irreverently of the divine
hero. It is only a few days ago that you very properly
reproved me for likening your vessel to Charon’s boat,
and you therefore will not mind my hint; and if all I
have heard be true, the cave of Trophonius is no common
sanctuary.”’

¢All is well,”” replied the captain; ‘I have two horses
ready ; so directly you have taken your breakfast we will
start.”’ :

The road from Delphi to Lebadea ran along the se-
cluded valley of the upper course of the river Pleistus.
The region was wild and desolate. On the right were
the bare mountains of Cirphis; and on the left the rude
rocks of Parnassus. In the time of Herodotus, and for
many centuries afterward, robbers ‘frequently issued
from their hiding-places in the neighborhood, to rob pious
wayfarers of the offerings they might be carrying to the






N

A SEAMAN'S HESITATION. 2%5

ries. An hour passed away before the worthy captain
returned ; and then he came in with such a disturbed and
half-frightened air, that Herodotus at once asked him
what was the matter.

¢ Matter, indeed!” he replied. ‘ Why I am found-
ered, driven-upon a sand-bank, and shall not get off for
a month, to say nothing of being shaken to pieces.”

T can not possibly understand your metaphors,” said
Herodotus.

“ Why, the fact is,”” answered the captain, ¢ that I
must spend three days in the temple preparing myself,
and then I must go at night into the cave and receive
the oracle in person.”

¢Is your mission important?”’

¢ Yes, of the utmost importance.”’

¢ Are you afraid of divine things?”

“No, I hope not,” replied Phylarchus. ‘I have
always tried to do my duty to man, and to honor the
gods, and I can not think that I have ever offended them :
indeed, they have carried me in safety through many a
tempest, and many a peril both by seaand land.””

¢“Then, in that case,” said Herodotus, ‘ taking it for
granted that you wish to be informed concerning some-
thing of moment, and that you have nothing to fear from
the divine Trophonius, who, by all account has ever been
kind and good to mortals, my advice is, that you should
" commence the preparatory ceremonies this very night,
and I will stay here until the whole are over.”

¢ But, since you have accompanied me, why not con-
sult the oracle yourself 7’ asked Phylarchus.

¢ Because,”” said Herodotus, ¢ I do not desire to pry
uselessly into the future, and at present I have no matter
of sufficient importance to warrant my entering the sacred
cave.”’ :
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tims, that Trophonius was disposed to receive him very
‘graciously. Indeed the captain would have been utterly
bewildered and disconsolate, and before the first day
would have given up the consultation altogether, had it
‘not been for the importance of the question, and the
great expenses which he had already incurred. On the
second and third day, however, and when the sacrifices
were over, the soothsayer, by his invitation, stopped to
‘supper, and one or two of the priests dropped in; so that
the evenings were spent in pleasant but appropriate con-
versation upon gods and heroes. 1

At last the night arrived when Phylarchus was to de-
scend into the cave. A ram was sacrificed to ascertain
if the hero would admit him, and the blood was allowed
to flow into a pit while Phylarchus called upon Aga-
medes, the brother of Trophonius. If the entrails of
this ram had proved unpropitious, the captain would
have incurred all his expenses for nothing; for though
all the previous victims had proved favorable, yet,
according to the temple law, they would avail nothing
unless the ram was of good omen. The soothsayer
declared that all was propitious, and the votary be-
gan to prepare for his solemn introduction to the sacred
oracle.

The ceremonies of the three preliminary days had
exercised but little effect upon the mind and spirits of
Phylarchus: when, however, the ram had been’ sacri-
ficed and the critical hour had arrived for his admission
into the presence of divine beings, he became exceedingly
excited, and went through the concluding ceremonies like
a man in a dream. He was conducted to the river Her-
cyna by two boys, who bathed him once more in the
mysterious waters, and anointed him with holy oil.
Priests in their white robes then led him to the two
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opening, when the rest of his body was sucked down as
by an irresistible current into a whirling eddy. He was
now in the mysterious cave. The terrors of the lower
world began. Vast serpents, evil spirits, and. awfal
specters seemed to yawn upon him from all sides.
Roarings, bellowings, yells, and - wild outcries burst upon
his ears. He lost all sense of his mission : his heart ut-
terly failed within him. The perspiration fell from his
brow in the agony of that fearful hour, and the strong
man fell he knew not where, trembling and speechless
with divine horror. °

How long he thus lay he knew not. Suddenly he
found his body impelled toward the chasm, and he was
drawn up, head downward, from that terrible cave. The
priests anxiously received him in their arms; but he was
fainting and horror-stricken. He was placed in the
chair of Mnemosyne, and asked a thousand questions as
to what he had seen and heard ; but he was bereft of his
senses, and his only reply was an unconnected mutter.
Thence he was carried back to his solitary chamber, in
the sanctuary of the good Spirit and Goddess of For-
tune ; and there he lay until returning daylight gradually
restored him to consciousness and life.

The freshness and sunshine of a summer’s morning
soon exercised their joyous influence upon the mind and
spirits of the over-excited devotee. The priests assured
him that the ordeal was now over, and that he had gone
through it piously, fervently, and in perfect accordance
with the will of Trophonius. Thus encouraged, he soon
found himself sufficiently recovered to write his vision,.
as far as he could remember it, upon a little tablet, which
was then dedicated in the temple. He still, however,
fancied himself to be living in dream-land ; and being
anxious to see Herodotus again, he performed the thanks-

11*
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inn, it was with the utmost difficulty they could obtain
accommodation. The morrow was the great day for
-consulting the oracle ; and an immense number of private
persons and embassadors from different states had arrived
for the purpose of applying for counsel to silver-bowed
Apollo. Phylarchus could not resist the opportunity
and temptation. The next morning he went with Herod-
otus to the great temple; and having bathed with the
other worshipers in the purifying fount of Castalia, he
patiently awaited his turn for consulting the immortal
‘and far-seeing deity. '

The oracle of Delphi, where bright Apollo made
known to man the inscrutable will of all-powerful Zeus,
was the most celebrated and perhaps the most pure of
all the oracles in Hellas. The divine agency by which
this wondrous mediation was supposed to be effected lay
in a chasm or opening in the earth, and is said to have
existed from the earliest ages; but the Delphians, being
ignorant of this circumstance, had in ancient times ex-
hibited no religious reverence for so sacred a spot. At
length it was noticed that whenever a goat or sheep ap-
proached the opening and looked down the chasm, it be-
gan to leap and dance in a most wonderful manner, and
make a most unusual noise. A curious shepherd
determined to investigate the mystery, and-looked down
the same chasm, and immediately he himself leaped and
danced with the same enthusiam, and was moreover
inspired with the spirit of prophecy. The news rapidly
spread abroad among the people. Immense crowds
thronged to the spot, and all who looked down the
chasm were filled with the same spirit of divination. It
was soon decided that the place was the residence of an
oracle; and it quickly became a custom for all who
desired to know future events, to approach the chasm






CHARACTER OF THE RESPONSES, 2538

gether with the high priest, held their offices for life, and
controlled all the affairs of the sanctuary and sacrifices.

The words uttéred by the pythoness during her deli-
rious intoxication were written down by the high priest,
and delivered to the consulter in the form of hexameter
verses. In ancient times, and even in the days of Herod-
otus, the oracle gave its answers and advice to every
one who came with a pure heart, and without evil design.
He who had committed a crime received no answer until
he had atoned for his guilt; and he who consulted the
god for a bad purpose was sure to accelerate his own ruin.
The oracle may indeed be regarded as the great preserver
and promoter of a reverential worship of the gods through-
out the ancient world. At all times, however, it ap-
peared to have a leaning toward the Greeks of the Do-
rian race; and when the dreadful Peloponnesian war
broke out—that sad struggle between Athens and Sparta
for the supremacy of Hellas—its partiality for Sparta
became so manifest that the Athenian party began to lose
all reverence for it. Henceforth its sphere gradually be-
came 80 narrowed that it ceased to command the venera-
tion which it had previously received. The mighty
oracle, which for centuries had exercised a paramount
and highly beneficial influence over all Greece, and also
throughout the whole heathen world, gradually declined
in wisdom and pre-knowledge. At last the believing
heathen thought that the god had withdrawn from the
sacred spot; and the free-thinking philosopher regarded
‘the oracle itself as a mere skillful contrivance of priest-
craft, which had forever lost its powers.

The modern traveler in vain seeks upon the conse-
crated site for a clew to the mysterious inspiration.

“The oracles are dumb,
No voice or hideous hum
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with anxious worshipers. The questions were given in,
the lots were cast for the order of consulting, and the
victims were sacrificed. The myrtle was burned on the -
altar, and its fragrance rose to the temple cornice. The
turn for Pylarchus came and the golden fee was paid.
The high-priest led the pythoness into the inner sanc-
tuary, and throned her on the lofty tripod. Then the
oracle threw the sacred maid into an ecstatic trance, and
filled her soul with mysterious revelations. The chanted
response rang through the building, and these were the
words of the far-seeing Apollo—

“Pure is thy heart, O man, but weak thy mind :
Back to thy ship, and hasten to thy port;
Revere the gods, and take thy share of ill.”

Several hours passed away when Herodotus and Phy-
larchus, having left Delphi at noon, approached the har-
bor at Cirrha, where the ship lay at anchor. Scarcely
a word had been exchanged during the whole journey.
Herodotus was wondering what could be the question
which had induced Phylarchus to consult the oracles of
Trophonius and Delphi. The captain himself was lost
in deep meditation, and was doubtless employing all his
faculties in eadeavoring to find out the meaning of the
metrical counsel which he had just received. The first
line seemed to intimate that he was a fool; that was by
no means satisfactory. The command enunciated in the
second line he was in the very act of obeying. The third
line was clear enough, but perfectly unnecessary. Of
course it was right to revere the gods, and as to his
share of ill, he must take it whether he would or not.
At last he determined to open his whole heart to Herod-
otus, and consult him upon the whole matter.

* T am afraid,” said the perplexed seaman, ‘‘ that I
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WaiLE Herodotus is slowly ma,kmg his way from
Cirrha to the Corinthian part of Lechseum, thence across
the isthmus to Cenchrea, and finally from Cenchrea to
the Pireeus, we invite our readers to accompany us upon
an imaginary voyage to Athens, for the purpose of sur-
veying the ancient city and rambling through the immor-
tal plains of Attica.

We are sitting in the cabin, wearily toiling through a
volume of Pausanias. A voice calls us upon deck. We
are fast approaching the Pirseus. The island of Agina
is already behind us. On our left is the famous isle of
Salamis. Yonder on the mainland is Mount Hymettus,
and we dream forthwith of bees and honey. Beyond it
rises the mighty Pentelicus, the quarry for marble tem-
ples, gods, and heroes. At last slowly rises to our view
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is united to the land. Each of these sides, though very
irregular, may be reckoned at being about fifty miles in
length. The apex is formed by Cape Sunium. The base
is indicated by the following mountains. The chain
which, under the name of Pindus, descends from the
Balkan range into Greece, forms a knotat the huge mass
of Citheeron; and from Citheeron two branches run off
in opposite directions, and mark out the northern frontier
of Attica. Other chains descend from this mountain-
“wall into the interior of the Attic peninsula, and cut it
up into plains and districts. Thus in ancient times all
the inhabitants of Attica were divided into the three
great parties of Lowlanders, Highlanders, and Sea-coast
people. The Lowlanders occupied the western region, in-
cluding Athens and Eleusis. The Highlanders occupied
the eastern region, including the plain of Marathon. The
Sea-coast people occupied the southern region, about Cape
Sunium and the silver mines of Laurium.

It is the Athenian plain upon which we are now gaz-
ing. On our right are the harbors of Munychia and
Phalerum ; on our left is the harbor of Pirseus. Before
us the wide plain spreads out like a vast amphitheater.
On our right a semi-circular wall of mountains begins at
the harmonious but boldly sweeping outline of Mount
Hymettus, passes onward along the mighty ascent of
Pentelius, and bends into the curve formed by the great
northern mountain-wall, from whence it returns to our
left by the ranges of Algaleos. Several smaller hills
and elevations rise in the southern part of the plain. The
most prominent is the tall cone of Lycabettus. This
mountain was not included in the ancient walls, but was
a striking feature in the environs. South-west of Ly-
cabettus are four other hills of moderate height, all of
which formed part of the ancient city and are haunted
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agus; the vast political assemblies of the Athenian
people on the spacious area of the Pnyx ; the busy Agora
and the crowded streets; poets, warriors, philosophers,
and statesmen ; priests and maidens, sacrifices and marble
sanctuaries. But this can not be. The only enchanter
that can assist us is our own feeble fancy; and that was
more active in our solitary study far away than here en
this immortal soil.

We are standing by the fountain of Callirrhee, close to
the now dry bed of the river Illissus, south-east of Athens
and of the Acropolis. Before us are sixteen mighty col-
umns crowned with Corinthian capitals; all that re-
mains of the gigantic temple of Olympian Zeus. We
pass onward south of the Acropolis toward the Pnyx, at
the western extremity of the ancient city. The Acrop-
olis rises a hundred and fifty feet above us. On its
slope are the ruins of the seats of the great stone theater
of Dionysus, which would hold 30,000 spectators. We
cross the site of the ancient Agora, and at last reach the
Pnyx, a semicircular area on a low rocky hill. This
area slopes very gently from the chord of the semicircle
downward toward the arc. The chord is formed by a
flat wall of rock, and a solid rectangular block, hewn
from the same rock, projects from its center. This block is
the Bema from whence the orators of ancient Athens ad-
dressed the multitude in the semiicircular area before
them. The Bema ig twenty feet high, and was accessible
on each side by a flight of steps which still remain. We
too ascend ‘‘the Stone.”” We stand where stood
Demosthenes, Pericles, Themistocles, Aristides, and
Solon. Are not the Athenian people once again filling
that immense area? Can we not imagine ourselves
haranguing an audience of the olden time? Spirit of
Pericles, inspire us! We exult in the glories and grand-
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duties were distributed among nine archons instead of
one. We know scarcely any thing of this period until
Solon was made an archon in B.c. 594, just about the
time that the kingdom of Judah was carriod away into
Babylonian captivity.

The condition of Attica prior to the time of Solon,
that is, previous to the commencement of the sixth
century B. C., appears to have been somewhat as follows :
The people believed themselves to be Pelasgian aborig-
ines, and they said that king Cecrops was the first who
introduced the arts of civilization, built the city of
Athens on the Acropolis, and divided all Attica into
twelve separate and self-governing communities; and they
affirmed that king Theseus afterward oonsohdated these
communities into a single state and made Athens the
capital. Whether they were Pelasgians or not is un-
certain; but we know that they were considered to be
Ionians, and that Athens was regarded as a sort of
mother or head of the Ionian race. The ancient mi
tion from Athens to Asia Minor was called the lonian
Migration; and the inhabitants of Attica were divided
into four tribes, which were said to be called after the
names of the four sons of Ion, who was reported to have
reigned at Athens, in mythical times. Of course the
idea that the four tribes were named after the four sons
of Ion is only an instance of the fondness of the Greeks
for tracing every institution back to some god or hero.
The names themselves may possibly have referred to the
occupations of the people, who thus may have been di-
vided into warriors, goatherds, artisans, and cultivators,
corresponding perhaps to the castes of Egypt and India.
At any rate, in the time of Solon the people were di-
vided into four tribes, which had existed from time im-
memorial, though the tribes had lost all distinctive pe-
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kingly power and privileges, and were only accountable
at the end of their year of office to the Council of the.
Areopagus; and if they duly passed this test, they were
at once admitted into that council, and remained members
for life. There was thus ample room for connivance on
every side, and the public discontent became serious. At
length, in B. c. 624, thirty years before the archonship
of Solon, one of the sitting archons, named Draco, was
required to put the existing laws into writing, so that
they might be seen by all men; and from the few frag-
ments of the Draconian Tables which have reached us,
we can see that the established ordinances were intoler-
ably severe, the penalty of death being affixed ta almost
every crime. It is clear that this state of things could
not last. The age of democracy, however, had not yet
begun; and the oligarchy received its first shock from
the hands of an ambitious noble, who aspired to the su-
preme power.

Cylon was a eupatrid of great family influence and
personal renown. He had obtained an Olympic victory
as runner in the double stadium, and had married the
daughter of Theagenes of Megara, who had himself over-
thrown the Megarian oligarchy, and become the despotic
head of the state. Cylon formed the design of seizing
the Athenian Acropolis, and becoming tyrant of Athens.
His friends were- namerous, and he received both aid and
encouragement from his father-in-law Theagenes. .The
oracle of Delphi was consulted, and he was told in reply
to commence proceedings on the day of the greatest fes-
tival of Zeus. . Now, the greatest festival of Zeus in
Attica was the Diasia, but the greatest in Hellas was
the Olympic games. The Diasia was celebrated by the
Athenian people without the walls of their city, and it

- was to this festival that the oracle alluded ; but Cylon,

vOr. T, 12
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.to public trial. The dissensions, however, continned
.without hope of termination. - The exasperation of the
:vemnant of the old Cylonian party, and the hatred and
. jealousy of the political opponents of the Alcmseeonids,
were kept in a continual flame by the superstitious re-
-morse of the great body of the people. At last Solon,
who was rapidly rising in the public estimation, persuaded
.the obnoxious Alcmseonids to give themselves up to trial,
.and they were accordingly brought before a special judi-
-cature of three hundred eupatrids. An accuser now
charged them with having sinned against the protecting
power of the gods, and violated the consecrated rights
of asylum. The Alcmseonids defended themselves by
declaring that the Cyclonian suppliants, on leaving the
‘holy. ground on the Acropolis, had tied a cord round the
statue of the goddess Athena, and clung to it for protec-
tion in their march ; but that, on approaching the altar
of the Eumenides, the ¢ord had accidentally broken, and
thus proved that Athena had withdrawn her protecting
hand. This defense would probably have been accepted
in an ordinary case of sacrilege, but was insufficient on
the present occasion. The Alcmsonids were found
guilty. Those who were still alive retired for a while
into exile; those who had died since the sacrilege had
been committed, were disinterred and cast beyond the
borders of Attica. T
For many subsequent generations the Alcmeeonid
family were regarded as a tainted race, while even their
present banishment did not restore the public tranquillity.
Pestilential disorders prevailed, and the religious fears
and susceptibilities of the Athenian people were still de-
plorably excited. Sorrow and despondency oppressed
their minds; phantoms and supernatural menaces filled
their imaginations. They felt that the curse of the gods
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lay down. He founded new chapels and instituted various
purifying ceremonies. Above all, however, he regulated
the worship paid by the Athenian females, who previously
had frequently given way to frantic impulses and violent
fanaticism. The consoling assurances and purifying rites
of*this Cretan prophet were thus sufficient to restore a
more comfortable tone of religious feeling; and he left
Athens, carrying with him universal gratitude and admi-
ration, but refusing to receive any reward excepting a
branch from the sacred olive-tree in the Acropolis.

But though a missionary from Crete had thus been
able to heal the religious, or, perhaps, as we should call
them, the superstitious disorders of the people, yet the
political and social condition of Attica and its inhabitants
required the intervention of| a still more powerful hand.
The whole of Attica was separated, as we have seen, into.
three great factions—the lowlanders, the highlanders,
and the sea-coast people. The lowlanders comprised the
rich families of the Athenian plain. The highlanders
comprised the poorest class of all, and inhabited the
mountains north and east of Athens. The sea-coast
people, who occupied the southern portian of the Attie
triangle, seemed to have held, as far as means and social
position were concerned, an intermediate position between
the two. The exact points in dispute are unknown ; but
it is certain that in the beginning of the sixth century,
B. C., the intestine quarrels were aggravated by something
more than the mere ambitious designs of aspiring nobles
like Cylon. The poorer population, groaning under a
terrible weight of misery and oppression, were ripe for
a revolution which could only end in general anarchy, or
in the despotic tyranny of a dictator. They were
weighed down by debts and dependence. They had
either horrowed money on the security of their lands or
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SoLoN was a eupatrid of moderate fortune, but of the
purest heroic blood. The prodigality of his father had
compelled him to devote his earlier years to the pursuit
of commerce, and he was thus led to engage in extensive
travels. At a very early age he began to exhibit poet-
ical talents of a high order. At that time there was no
such thing as prose writing. The ideas of the intellect-
ual man were not adjusted to the limitations of the period
and semicolon, but to those of the hexameter and penta-~
meter; and it was doubtless far more easy to arrange
the thoughts in easy meter than in an elaborate prose
li%e that of Thucydides or Demosthenes. The poetry
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-leaving the land free from all past claims. .Ft forbade
-every Athenian to pledge or sell his own person into
slavery, or to pledge or sell his son, daughter, or un-
-married sister under his guardianship. It liberated and
restored to their full rights all debtors actually in slavery
under previous legal adjudication ; and it even provided
the means of repurchasing in foreign lands many Athe-
nian insolvents who had been sold for exportation.*

The second measure was to assist the richer or mid-
dling class, who had lent money to the poorer population
upon personal security, and who had consequently lost it

“by the seisachthea. Many of these creditors had of course,
in their turn, borrowed money of others, though not on
the security of their lands or persons ; and therefore those
debts were still uncanceled in the eye of the law, and
could be recovered by an execution on their property.
To relieve this middling class, without exonerating them
entirely, Solon had recourse to debasing the money stan-
dard. He lowered the standard of the drachma more
than twenty-five per cent., so that 100 drachmas of the
new standard contained no more silver than 73 of the old,
and 100 of the old drachmas were equivalent to 138 of
the new. The creditors of these more substantial debtors
thus submitted to a loss, while the debtors themselves
obtained a corresponding relief to the extent of about
twenty-seven per cent.

Thirdly, Solon decreed that all the Athenians who had

"been condemned to be disfranchised by the archons should
be restored to their privileges as citizens; those, how-
ever, who had been condemned by the council of the
Areopagus, or by the corresponding Court of the Ephe-

© See Grote’s History of Greece, vol. iii. p. 185.
: 12*
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ehglble to the archonship or to military command. Those
whose income was between 800 and 500 medimni formed
the second class, and were called knights, as possessing
enough to enable them to keep a horse and serve in the
cavalry. Those whose income was between 200 and 300
medimni formed the third class, and served in the heavy-
armed infantry. The fourth class which was the most
‘numerous of all, comprised those whose incomes were
less "than 200 medimni. The three first classes alone
paid income-tax, which was, however, levied not on the
income, but on the capital. The capital of a member of
the first class was rated at twelve times the value of his
income; that of a member of the second class at ten times
the value of his income; and that of a member of the
third class at five times the value of his income. The
fourth class paid no income tax, and only served in the
army as light-armed infantry ; and its members were
also disqualified from holding any individual office of
dignity. But the members of the fourth class, in their
collective capacity as a Popular Assembly, exercised
great and important powers. They were invested with
the right of choosing the annual archons out of the first
class; and the archons and magistrates were no longer
accountable to the Council of the Areopagus, but to this
Popular Assembly, which, at the close of every official
year, sat in judgment upon their past conduct. In order,
moreover, to assist this Popular Assembly in the exercise
of its impertant functions, a preconsidering Senate . of
Four Hundred was established to prepare matters for its
discussion, to convoke and superintend its meetings, and
to ensure the execution of its decrees. These 400 mem-
bers were taken in equal proportions from the four Ionic
tribes, but only from the three first property classes;
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-he was fully assured of his own popularity, and of a uni-
versal detestation of the existing government.

The laws of Solon were inscribed on wooden rollers
and triangular tablets, in the species of writing called
. Boustrophedon, in which the lines ran from left to right,
and then from right to left alternately, like the course
of the plowman. They were preserved first in-the
Acropolis, and subsequently in the prytaneum, or town-
hall.. The ecclesiastical laws, or those which referred to
sacred rites and sacrifices, were inscribed on the triangu-
lar tablets ; while the civil and criminal laws were in-
seribed on the pillars or rollers, of which there were at
least sixteen.*

But though the great Athenian lawgiver had thus
completed-his task, he found himself and his code per-
" petually subjected to criticisms, questions and complaints.
At last, wearied out, he obtained leave of absence from
his country, for the purpose of spending ten years in
foreign travel; and, accordingly, having bound the Athen-
ian people by solemn oaths to observe his regulations
and ordinances for the same period, he went into volun-
tary exile, hoping that; before the expiration of the ten
years, the city would have been accustomed to his laws,
and that all desire for repeal or alteration would have
passed away.

The reader must now be carried onward for a period of
thirty-four years, which brings us to the year 560 =.c.,
or exactly one hundred years before Herodotus visited
Athens. The thirty-four years are a blank, during which
we may presume that the Solonian institutions prevailed
without undergoing any important change. The nine
archons or chief magistrates of the state were annually
elected from the first class by the great body of the

© S¢e Grote, vol, iii. p, 179,
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old man, however, continued to employ his best efforts to
settle these internal quarrels; but meantime his keen
eye had detected the ambitious projects of Pisistratus.
Accordingly, he applied himself with renewed zeal to
frustrate the efforts of one whom he foresaw only desired
to tyrannize over the constitution of Athens, and be him-
gelf the sole administrator of her laws.

Pisistratus, the son of Hippocrates was a wealthy
Athenian of noble birth. His father’s family traced their
descent to Neleus, the father of Nestor, having sprung
from the same ancestors as Codrus and Melanthus, two
of the ancient kings of Athens. His mother’s name is
unknown, but she was cousin-german to the mother of
Solon. When a young man, Pisistratus had formed a
close friendship with Solon, and distinguished himself in
a war with Megara. His future greatness is said to have
been portended by a prodlgy which occurred even before
his birth, and which is worth recording, as an illustration
of the curious fancies and superstitions of the age. - On
one occasion his father, Hippocrates, was present as a
spectator at the Olympic games, and took a victim to
sacrifice to the gods. After the sacred portions had been
burned upon the altar, the remainder was placed in the
caldrons of water to be boiled for the evening feast.
Before, however, the fire was kindled, the flesh and water
in the caldrons bubbled up and boiled over, and the
prodigy was seen by all the bystanders. Chilon, the
Lacedzemonis®, was accidentally present, the same who
ranked as one of the seven sages of Hellas; and he im-
mediately advised Hippocrates not to marry, ‘or if married
to put away his wife, or if he had a son to disown him,
as he was destined ‘o be the father of a man who would
occasion much mischief. Hippocrates, however, did not
follow the advice of Chilon, and Pisistratus wasborn. ---
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latter. . All that Solon had foreseen came quickly to pass:
The body-guard was soon increased 'in number, while
their clubs were probably exchanged for swords. At last
Pisistratus threw off the mask, and seized the Acropolis.
His principal opponents immediately fled from the city,
but the venerable old lawgiver stood forward with un-
daunted patriotism to resist the usurpation. He ha- -
rangued the people in the agora; he told them that it
would have been easy to prevent the despotism, but that
now, though more difficult, yet at the same time it would
be more glorious; but he might as well have harangued
the olive-trees on the Cephissus. Then the venerable
sage made one final appeal. He put on his long-aban-
. doned armor, and planted himself in the front of his house

in military posture; but he was regarded no more than

the statue of Hermes in the doorway. ‘I have done my

duty,” he exclaimed, ‘‘and I have upheld to the best of

my power my country and her laws ;”” and from that hour

he gave up all opposition except such as appeared in the

inspiration of his muse. He died a year or two after-

ward ; and it is pleasing to know that Pisistratus never

attempted to punish his opposition, but left the poet and
lawgiver untouched by the hand of despotism.

Pisistratus thus became the master, or, as the Greeks
called him, the tyrant of Athens; but he used the powers’
which he had usurped honorably and well, and made no
other change in the constitution but that of placing him-
self at its head. A strong party, however, was always
opposed even to his mild despotism. The rule of the Pi-
sistratids, that is, of Pisistratus and his son and successor,
Hippias, commenced in B.c. 560, and ended in B.c. 510

" thus extending over a period of fifty years ; but the thirty-
three years covered by the reign of Pisistratus were ig-
terrupted by two periods of exile, one of which lasted for
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Acropolis, and called upon the people to receive him
kindly. The news ran through the streets' like wildfire
that the great goddess Athena, the guardian deity of the
favored city, was manifesting herself on earth, and ap-
pearing to mortal eyes. Men, women, and children, of
all ranks, the believing and the in¢redulous, rushed out
of their houses to behold this marvelous and divine
prodigy. The tidings were true, and the multitude
gazed in fear and trembling at the awful spectacle. She,
the great daughter of Zeus, who sprang full armed
from his majestic. brow—she, the fair protectress of
Athens, the wise, the holy, and-the pure, was slowly ap-
proaching the Acropolis! Her virgin form was arrayed
in celestial armor. Over her shoulder was the sacred
segis; in her hand was the golden staff. Taller than the
tallest woman in Hellas, and beautiful and majestic be-
yond expression, she stood upright in her radiant chariot,
and gazed benignly upon the wondering multitude. By
her side was the old favorite of the people, the mild
govereign Pisistratus. Around her chariot were her
heavenly attendants. Then the popular emotions burst
out in pious exclamations. The people prostrated them- .
selves in adoration before the mighty goddess; and at
last, led on by some unseen being, the whole populace
sang the ancient hymn to Athena in exulting chorus.
Thus the goddess conducted Pisistratus to her own Acrop-
olis, and then, entering her ancient temple, she passed:
through into her inner sanctuary, and disappeared for.
ever from the eyes of men.

Pisistratus was thus once again sovereign or tyrant of
Athens. His marriage with the daughter of Megacles
was quickly celebrated, but she bore him no children,
and the union proved most unhappy. Megacles was an
Alemzeonid, and we have seen that all the Alemseonids
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until he had been joined by a considerable number of

_ Meantime the Athenian people were as careless and
indifferent as ever: but when the news ultimately
reached them that Pisistratus was actually on his march
for. Athens, they were induced to take the field against
him, but still without a spark of spirit, and exhibiting a
very suspicious appearance of having been bribed.

Pisistratus had left Marathon some days, and taken
up a position at Pallene, about eight miles from Athens..
Suddenly, one morning, a prophet from Acarnania ap-
proached him and chanted in inspired verse—

“The cast is thrown out, and the net is spread there;
At moonlight the fishes will rush in the snare.”

~ Pisistratus at once comprehended the oracle, and cry-
ing out that he would accept it, immediately led on his
army. The Athenian forces were reposing themselves
after the fatigue of a few ‘miles’ march from the city.
Some of them were engaged upon their breakfasts.
Others, who had been quicker over that lively meal,
were amusing themselves with the dice-box, or taking a
nap on the green sward. Pisistratus fell upon them by
surprise, and put them to flight; and then sent his sons
after them to bid them to be of good cheer, and return
to their homes. This command they readily obeyed.
Pisistratus obtained Athens a third time. Megacles and
most of his partisans left the city; but the sons of those
who still remained were seized by the new sovereign as
hostages, and shipped off to Naxos. Pisistratus also
provided himself with a large body of mercenaries from
Thrace, and paid them by taxes levied upon the Athenian
people; and thus, as his. government was otherwise
mild and parental, he. was enabled from that time
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Harmodius and Aristogiton approached to execute their

bloody purpose. At that moment, however, the two

friends saw one of their fellow conspirators familiarly
. talking with Hippias, and at once concluded that the plot
. was betrayed. The thought drove them to desperation.
They expected to be arrested every minute ; but resolving
not to lose their lives without at least revenging them-
selves upon Hipparchus, they hurried into the city.
Here they soon found their victim, and stabbed him to
the heart. Haxmodius was slain by the guards on the
spot ; and Aristogiton, though rescued for the moment
by the surrounding crowd, was speedily taken, and sub-
sequently perished in the torture, without disclosing the
names of any of his accomplices.

The news of the assassination of Hipparchus reached
the ears of Hippias before it was known to the general
public. He had been in reality ignorant of the plot, and
was still engaged in marshaling the armed citizens for
the procession. With admirable self-command, he now
ordered the citizens to drop their arms for a short time
and retire to an adjoining ground. They obeyed without
suspicion or hesitation. Instantly he directed his guards
to seize the arms, and then, being undisputed master, he
apprehended every citizen whom he suspected or who
carried a dagger. '

A system of terrorism was then established, but Hip-
pias was doomed. The circumstances connected with his
dethronement are, however, most extraordinary. The
general detestation which his oppression excited, induced
the Athenian exiles, with the powerful family of the Alc-
meeonids at their head, to attempt an invasion of Attica.
Accordingly they occupied a fort called Lipsydrium, on
thal northern range of mountains which forms the base of
the Attic triangle ; but here they were attacked and de-
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- Megacles, was at the head of the Alcmaonid clan; and
_ by taking advantage of this feeling, and by the free dis-
tribution of pecuniary presents, he was enabled to work
" the oracle for political purposes. Every Spartan who
went to consult the oracle was always told, whatever
might be his question, that Athens must be liberated from
the Pisistratids. Sparta was strongly attached to Hip-
pias, but the constant repetition of the divine mandate
obliged her to comply with what she reverently believed
to be the holy will of Apollo. Accordingly she sent a
force to the Athenian port of Phalerum, under a dis-
tinguished citizen named Anchimolius. Hippias, how-
ever, was apprised of the intended invasion, and had
procured a thousand horse from his allies the Thessalians ;
and when the invaders had effected a landing, this Thes-
salian cavalry attacked them with great slaughter, and
drove them to their ships. Sparta was thoroughly
aroused by the defeat, and renewed the war with increas-
ed zeal.. A much larger army was dispatched by land,
under king Cleomenes, the same whose life we have al-
ready written. Cleomenes soon defeated the Thessalians;
and being joined by the Alcmzeonids and other malcon-
tent Athenians, he at once marched upon the city.
Meantime, Hippias and the other Pisistratids had fled to
the Acropolis, which was so well fortified and well pro-
visioned that they might have successfully resisted an
agsault, and even a siege, for Cleomenes was by no means
prepared for a lengthened blockade. Just, however, as
the Spartans were about to draw off their forces and re-
turn home, an accident happened which ruined the cause
of Hippias. The Pasistratids were not altogether confi-
dent of their position, and endeavored to remove their
children secretly from the country; but in this proceed-
ing the children were taken prisoners. In order, there-
VOL. L 13
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THE oligarchical constitution established by Solon was
now freed from the pressure of tyranny, and soon ex-
panded into a democracy. The Thracian mercenaries
had retired with the Pisistratids. Cleomenes had only
remained long enough to establish a personal friendship
with an Athenian of illustrious descent, named Isagoras,
and had then returned to Sparta. For more than thirty
years the Senate of Four Hundred and the Popular
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frage. In his eyes it was not only an irreverent and
unnecessary change in the constitution, but also an im-
pious attempt to break up the old religious associations
which bound together the ‘members of every family, and
the families of every tribe. Moreover, the admission of
the foreign residents, or non-freemen, into the rights of
Athenian citizenship, merely because they were native-
born, was doubtless as shocking to ancient Attic ideas as
the admission of Jews into an English Parliament is con-
trary to old English notions. Isagoras therefore found
sufficient support in the preconsidering Senate of Four
Hundred to throw out the comprehensive Reform Blll
brought forward by Clisthenes.

Beaten in the Senate of Four Hundred, Clisthenes
next made a direct appeal to the Athenian people The
forms of the old Solonian constitution could not have been
popular even with the privileged masses. - For many
years the archons, the senate, and even the Council of
the Areopagus had been the mere tools of the Pisistra-
tids; and by their means the tyrants had carried their
most unpopular measures, and performed their most des-
potic acts. A change was therefore anxiously desired;
and amid the political excitement which followed the
expulsion of Hippias, men were not disposed to shrink
from the most radical reform, if it would but remove all
traces of the noxious tyranny which had passed away.
The people every where responded to the appeal of Clis-
thenes. The Senate of Four Hundred was compelled to
bring the measure before the Popular Assembly, where it
was triumphantly carried. We shall see that it was in -
reality the establishment of a democracy.

The details of this important measure were as follows :
—Clisthenes abolished the four Ionic tribes, and created
in their place ten new tribes, constituted upon a very
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were stationed in the most conspicuous part of the Athe-
nian agora. .

The Athenian people now sprang into new and vigorous
life. The infusion of fresh blood had given new strength
and character to the Popular Assembly. The Senate of
Four Hundred was reconstituted. It could no longer
consist of 400 members, taken in equal proportions from
each of the four Ionic tribes. It was therefore formed
of 500 members, fifty being taken from each of the ten
new tribes; and under the name of the Senate of Five
Hundred it existed as an active and indispensable body
throughout the whole period of the Athenian democracy.
Moreover, it was no longer a mere preconsidering senate,
like the old Senate of Four Hundred, but seems to have
enjoyed the same powers of administration and general
superintendence which had formerly been possessed by
the Pisistratids and the archons. Its sittings became
constant. The Attic year* was divided into ten equal
portions, generally of about five weeks each, and each of
these portions was called a Prytany. The Five Hun-
dred were likewise divided into ten corresponding por-
tions, each consisting of the fifty members taken from
each tribe, and known by the name of the Prytanes.
Thus the fifty members of each tribe sat during one
Prytany in every year, and the order of the Prytanes -
was settled by lot. Each Prytany was again subdivided
into five periods of seven days each; and during each
period or week ten members of the fifty sitting Prytanes
presided, each ten of the fifty taking & week in turns.

© The ordinary Attic year consisted of twelve lunar months or
854 days, and, therefore, six of the Prytanes contained thirty-five
days, and four of them contained thirty-six. In the intercalated
years of thirteen months, six of the Prytanes contained thirty-
eight days, while four of them contained thirty-nine.
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Moreover, every morning the ten presiding members of
each Prytany drew lots among their number for a new
chairman, called Epistates, to whom, during his day of
office, were confided the keys of the Acropolis and the
Treasury, together with the city seal. In order, also, to
insure a constant representation of the collective people,
the sitting of a Prytany was never considered to be a
valid meeting unless one member from each of the nine
other bodies of fifty tribe senators were likewise present,
though of course the whole Five Hundred might attend
if they thought proper. During each Prytany the Popu-
lar Assembly was convoked certainly once, and, at a later
period, always four times, and it was presided over by
the Prytanes of the time being, and the questions were
put to the vote by the Epistates or chairman of the sit-
ting Prytanes.

The changes introduced by Clisthenes also affected the
conduct of the army and the courts of justice. Under
the Solonian constitution the command of the army had
been vested in the third archon or polemarch, but now
ten generals, or strategi, were annually elected to the
supreme command, one being taken from each tribe.
The courts of justice underwent still more important
changes. Hitherto the judicial business of the state
seems to have been conducted partly by the archons and
partly by the Council of Areopaguc. Corruption and
connivance had been undoubtedly practiced to a great
extent; and the outburst of popular feeling, of which
Clisthenes was only a leader or exponent, led to the in-
vestment of the judicial power in the hands of the people.
We have already seen that Solon had himself trans-
ferred the power of pronouncing the judgment of
accountability upon the archons from the Council of the
Areopagus to the Popular Assembiy. Clisthenes now
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seems to have established special assemblies of all the
citizens above thirty years of age to try all persons
accused of public crimes; private offenses and disputes
being still determined by the archons and ephetse, and
a judicial power of unknown but of gradually decreas-
ing extent, being still retained by the Council of the
Areopagus.

Sixty years later, and at the time of Herodotus’s visit
to Athens, these judicial assemblies had been elaborated
into the popular dicasteries or jury-courts. The collect-
ive assembly was distributed into sections of jurors.
From the entire body of citizens, above thirty years of
age, 6000 were annually selected by lot, 600 from each
of the ten tribes. Of these, 5000 were arranged in ten
panels of 500 each, while the remaining 1000 were re-
served to fill up vacancies arising from death or absence.
The whole of the 6000 took a prescribed oath, and then
each man received a ticket inscribed with his own name,
and with a letter designating his particular panel. When
the causes were coming on, the six archons, who were
called inferior archons, determined by lot, first, which
panel should sit; and, secondly, in what court, and under
what magistrate it should sit. It was thus utterly im-
possible for any man to know the cause he was going to
try. Other alterations had also been gradually made
which can not be ascribed to Clisthenes. The archonship
having been shorn of its military and judicial powers,
was open to every citizen, even of the poorest class; and
candidates for the office were no longer elected, but
chosen by lot. No one, however, was invested with the
office ugtil his standing as a citizen and his various moral
and religious qualifications had been legally examined.
Indeed, as its functions were limited to the preliminary
examination of parties and witnesses for the dicastery,

13*
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ostracise, and depesited it in the-cask. If, at the end of
the day, 6000 votes were found to have been given
against any one person, that person was ostracised or
banished ; if, however, less than that number bhad con-
demned him, the ceremony ended in nothing. Ten days
were allowed to the ostracised individual for the settle-
ment of his affairs, after which he was required to go
into exile for the space of ten years, but permitted to
retain his property, and, in fact, suffered no other
penalty. Such, however, was the growing love of the
people for their democratic constitution, that within a
century from the time of Clisthenes ostracism was no
longer necessary, and had fallen into total disuse.

The constitution of Clisthenes seems to have been re-
ceived with almost universal applause, and its author
was perhaps the most popular man in Athens. Isagoras,
as the leader of the old conservative party, still con-
tinued his opposition, but found that the new Senate of
Five Hundred was as much opposed to him as the
Popular Assembly, while the old Senate of Four
-Hundred was of course dissolved and scattered. In this
state of things, he secretly invited the intervention of
Sparta. Scandal whispered that Cleomenes, during his
recent visit to Athens, had been attracted by the beauty
of the wife of Isagoras. Whether this was true or not,
the Spartan king seems to have accepted the invitation.
with alacrity. First of all, however, it was necessary
to deprive the Athenian democracy of its great leader.
Clisthenes, as we have already seen, was the son of
Megacles, the Alemaeonid; and the noble family of Alemsze-
onids was still supposed to be tainted with the inherited sin
of Megacles, the grandfather of the father of Clisthenes,
and the sacrilegious slayer of the suppliant partisans of
Cylon. Cleomenes accordingly sent & herald to Athens
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were completely routed. The victorious Athenians cross-
ed the strait of Euripus the same day, landed in Eubcea,
and attacked the Chalcidians, and gained so decisive a
victory that the war was really over. An immense
number of Chalcidians and Beeotians were taken prison-
ers and carried in chains to Athens, where after some
detention, they were ransomed at the usual rate of two
minas, or £8 sterling per man. A tenth of this money
was afterward spent in fabricating a chariot and four
horses in bronze, which was dedicated in the Acropolis
as a memorial of the victory. The Beeotians made
another effort to retrieve their fortunes by calling in the
aid of the inhabitants of the isle of Zgina, and the war was
subsequently renewed, but without any important result.

Meantime, a new and more alarming danger threatened
Athens. Cleomenes was still meditating revenge, but
his designs would have been comparatively harmless had
not the resentment of the whole Spartan people been
suddenly and violently excited against Clisthenes and his
democracy. The corrupt practices of the Alemeonids
at Delphi were discovered. The Spartans found out that
the oracle which had ordered them to expel their own
friends, the Pisistratids, from Athens, was not the voice
of Apollo, but a sacrilegious Heceit. practiced by the
pythoness at the instigation of the Alemseonids. = Their
anger, too, was not a little increased by the feeling that
after expelling the despot, and obtaining a lasting claim
upon the gratitude of Athens, this claim had been abro-
gated by the foolish attempt of Cleomenes to destroy the
democracy and set up a tyranny under Isagoras. Nor
was this all. While Cleomenes was shut up in the
Athenian Acropolis he had found there numerous oracu-
lar prophecies, previously treasured up by the Pisistra-
tids, which foretold that in coming days Sparta would
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ism. If it seems to you good for cities to be ruled by
tyrants, why not set one up in Sparta? While, how-
ever, you take very good care never to experience a des-
potism yourselves, you are insulting the allies by pro-
posing to restore a despotism to Athens. If you knew
its calamities as well as we do, you would have a better
proposition to make us. We adjure you then, by the
common gods of Hellas, not to establish despots in her
cities. If, however, you still persist, know at Jeast that
Corinth will never assist you.” .

This spirited appeal broke the silence of the other
allies. They at once declared that Sosicles had only
given expression to their common feelings. In vain the
artful Hippias invoked, like Sosicles, the common gods
of Hellas, and warned the Corinthians that the day would
~ come, and was already forétold by the divine oracle, when
Corinth herself, more than any other city, would have
reason to dread and abhor the Athenian democracy, and
wish for the restoration of the Pisistratids. His words
fell upon heedless ears—no one believed him. He was
compelled to return into exile ; and Sparta was forced to
abandon his cause.

Hippias, however, having once indulged in the hope of
being restored to Athens, was unwilling to resettle calmly
in his exile. He proceeded to Sardis, and accused the
Athenians to Artaphernes, the Persian satrap, and pro-
posed that Athens should be reduced to the Persian sway,
and that he himself should be appointed to be her gover-
nor. The Athenians heard of these intrigues, and sent
embassadors on their part to warn Artaphernes not to
listen to the exiled Pisistratid. The satrap replied that
if they looked for safety they must receive back Hippias.
This reply was considered at Athens as equivalent to a
declaration of hostilities.
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disgraceful expedition for the gratification of his own per-
sonal revenge. His recent services saved him from being
condemned to death, and he was fined fifty talents instead.
He died, however, a few days afterward, without having
paid it, and it was subsequently liquidated by his son.
After the disgrace of Miltiades, Themistocles and Aris-
tides became the chief men at Athens. Either one could
always obtain possession of the bema in the pnyx. The
speeches of either were always heard with the greatest
attention by the Popular Assembly. A bitter and men-
acing rivalry sprung up between the two. The men
stood in marked contrast with each other. In Themis-
tocles was seen the might of unassisted nature. Acting
solely from the dictates of his genius, he was yet the best
judge of present emergencies, and the best conjecturer of
fature events ; at the same time his sagacity was only to
be equaled by his promptitude, for the right expedient
flashed upon his mind in a moment. In all joint affairs
his superior capacity at once marked him out for a leader;
and no business, however foreign to his experience, could
take him by surprise, or defy his discernment. His
tactics as a party man were also of the highest order.
He could conciliate political friends, and defeat political
enemies with a celerity and ability which bewildered the
most acute opponent. His besetting sin was an unbound-
ed passion for glory and display, and he was but too often
unscrupulous in the attainment of his ends, and grossly
corrupt in the exercise of his power. Aristides was ex-
actly the reverse. Inferior to Themistocles in resource,
quickness, and general intellectual energy, he was so re-
nowned above all his rivals and cotemporaries whatso-
ever for his public and private integrity and incorrupti-
bility, as to have earned for himself the name of Aris-
tides the Just. In short, Themistocles was a man of
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the money to the construction of a fleet. His measure-
was carried; 200 vessels were immediately built, and
in process of time his grand anticipations were realized to
the letter.

We can not follow the fortunes of Athens through
the tremendous war with the myriads of Xerxes. No
calamities could depress the energies of her leaders. No
alarming oracles at Delphi could weaken the courage of
her warriors. No internal dissensions could break up
the brotherly union of her citizens against a common and
overwhelming foe. Themistocles, ever in the van in a
popular movement led the way in political generosity.
He obtained from the Popular Assembly a measure for
the recall of all temporary exiles, and specially included
his old opponent, Aristides, among the number. Mean-
time, Athens herself set the example of forgetting all
paltry quarrels with other Greek states by devoting her-
. self heart and soul to the common cause of Hellas. It
was she who inspired the confederate Greeks with courage
to meet the terrible and countless armies of the enemy ;
next to the gods it was she who proved the saviour of
Hellas. Sluggish and selfish Sparta fortified the isthmus
and left Attica to her fate. The houses and temples of
Athens were left to the mercy of the invaders. Her
women, her children, and her old men were placed in
doubtful safety; but her lofty citizens, the nameless
demigods of Hellas, crowded to the ships from whence to
make their last heroic stand. Then came the glorious
day of Salamis. The vacillating allies would have
deserted the homeless state, but the presumptuous foe
hurried on the conflict. The allies fell back, but Athens
led the charge. Then Hellas fought her best. The
blood of thousands fell in that deadly conflict. ~The
Persian fled howling to his barbarian gods. The sons
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them. At Sparta Themistocles was completely in his
element. He could not, he said, demand an audience
with the Ephors until the arrival of his colleagues. He
could not understand what could possibly have delayed
his colleagues. Positive intelligence reached the Ephors
that the walls were rapidly advancing. He peremptorily
denied its truth. Fresh information came. He un-
blushingly declared it was a lie, and urged the Ephors
to send envoys of their own and convince themselves of
the facts. They followed his advice, while he transmitted
a private message to Athens, desiring that the envoys
might be retained as hostages for the safe return of him-
self and colleagues. At last his two colleagues arrived ;
the wall had attained a sufficient height. Themistocles
at once threw off the mask, avowed the stratagem, and
assured the Spartans that the Athenian people were per-
fectly competent to judge for themselves in so important
a matter as the fortifying of their city.

The walls of Athens included a circuit of about seven
miles, having the Acropolis nearly in the center. Im-
mediately they were finished Themistocles prevailed on
the Popular Assembly to enlarge and fortify the harbor
of Pireeus, and inclose it by a similar stupendous wall,
and to build twenty new war-ships every year.

Meantime the fleet of the allied Greeks was sent out
under the command of the Spartan, Pausanias, the hero
in the recent victory at Plateea, to liberate the Greek
cities of Asia Minor and the islands from the Persian
yoke, and to operate generally against the shores of the
Agean. Pausanias disgusted all the confederates by his
arrogance, and ultimately proved a traitor, and was re-
called. Athens then- came forward, at the express
solicitation of the Asiatic Ionians, to take the command
of the allied fleet on sea. Aristides the Just and Cimon,
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and a traitor, richly meriting the obloquy and disgrace
which were attached to his once famous name. Aristides
died some short time after the ostracism of* his ancient
rival, but so poor that he did not leave sufficient to pay
for his funeral. His daughters were subsequently por-
tioned by the state, and a grant of land and money was
voted to his son. The banishment of Themistocles and
the death of Aristides thus left Cimon for some years
without a rival in Athens; and we shall soon have occa-
sion to bring him more prominently forward.

The reader has thus been able to review the whole
course of the political history of Athens from the earliest
ages to the period immediately preceding the year B.c.
460, when Herodotus visited the city. He has seen how
the government passed through the successive changes of
hereditary monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, and democracy,
which so exactly illustrate the intellectual progress of
this highly-gifted people. The ancient monarchy had
been set aside by the rising power of the nobles, who in
their turn were rapidly losing all hold upon the commu-
nity, when Solon stepped forward, and transferred the
government from the aristocracy of birth to the aristoc-
racy of wealth. The great mass of the people, who were
still denied all share in the government of the state, saw
with indifference the government wrested from the hands
of their rich masters, and usurped by the strong arm of
the dynasty of Pisistratids. That dynasty was over-
thrown by the hereditary leader of a mere factious clan.
But Clisthenes was wise enough to-see that the people
were ripe for political freedom, and would never submit
to the tyranny of one or of a few, but only to their own
sovereignty. Hence arose the democracy of Athens; a
democracy which, with all its faults, may yet teach the
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modern democrat to pay a greater reverence to the divine
mysteries of our own holy religion, and to abandon those
false and fiendish doctrines of a nauseous and depraved
socialism, which are alike hateful to God and unnatural

to man.



CHAPTER XIX.
ATHENS, B.c. 460.

HERODOTUS LANDS AT THE PIREUS.—ATHENIAN WIT.— A BARBER'S
SHOP.—WALK TO ATHENS.—FIRST IMPRESSIONS.—THE AGORA, OR
MARKET-PLACE.—FISH-MARKET.—THE BILLINGSGATE OF ATTICA.—
LOVE OF FISH AND HATRED OF FISHMONGERS.—HERODOTUS'S DIS-
PUTE WITH EUPOLIS THE MONEY-CHANGER.—CARRIED BEFORE AN
ARCHON.—PASSED OVER TO THE PRYTANES.—TRIAL.—~IMPORTANT
EVIDENCE.—RELEASE OF HERODOTUS. :

HEeropo1us left Captain Phylarchus at the Corinthian
port of Lecheeum; for it was of no use staying there
merely to see the ship unloaded and carried across the
isthmus. In order, however, not to miss joining Phy-
larchus at Athens, he promised to call at the house of the
captain’s father-in-law directly he was settled, and there
to make known the name of the house at which he might
be residing.

From Lechaum to Cenchrea was only a pleasant morn-
ing’s walk along a very busy road; and at Cenchrea
Herodotus found a ship just on the point of sailing for
Athens, and soon struck a bargain with the captain for
conveying him thither. In the afternoon of the next day
the voyage was completed ; and the vessel, having coasted
the southern shore of the immortal isle of Salamis, entered
the newly-constructed harbor of Pireeus.

Herodotus landed amid the Babel of a thousand
voices. The Piraeus was already one of the most bustling
ports in Hellas. Throngs of retail buyers and strangers
seemed to be constantly streaming in from Athens toward
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the deigma, or emporium, where merchants from all
parts of the world exposed the samples of their several
wares. Foreign ships of every description appeared to
be continually discharging their strange cargoes and still
stranger passengers and crews. The loungers on the
pier, and among the taverns and shops, crowded to the
water’s edge on seeing a fresh vessel come in, in order
to inquire what news from Corinth of the newly-arrived
voyagers. Herodotus himself was bewidered by a hun-
dred questions, and, in the utterly confused state of his
brain, might have favored an admiring audience with the
whole history of the rascality of the house of Glaucus,
which the mere mention of Corinth had brought most
vividly to his recollection. Fortunately, however, some
Athenian” wags, struck with the Spartan quaintness of
his figure, endeavored to extract amusement instead of
news, and repeatedly asked him if he had boiled down all
his helots for broth, or wanted change for a pot-lid; by
which it will be seen that national peculiarities, like iron
money and black broth, rosbif, soup maigre, and wooden
shoes, have always been chosen as subjects for interna-
tional waggery. At last, several jokes were passsd upon
his long hair and untrimmed beard, from which it was
pretty evident that some touting barbers had mingled in
the crowd ; and sure enough one of the noisiest of the
jesters soon politely delivered the young stranger from
his tormentors, and courteously eseorted him to his bar-
ber’s shop.

¢ Fair sir,”” cried the voluble barber, ¢ rest yourself, 1
pray you. The mob in the Pirsens is really the noisiest,
rabble in Attica. Just arrived from Corinth, I presume.
And how is trade at Corinth? Very bad here. The
citizens will wear their hair short; Spartan fashion is
what I like—long hair, trimmed and dressed every day.

\
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Your head of hair is very fine; rather disturbed by your
voyage though. The beard, too, requires trimming be-
fore you walk the streets of Athens., If you will allow
me, I will put your hair and beard to rights in a trice.”

In a moment Herodotus was under the hands of the
barber, who chattered rapidly and continuously during
the entire operation ; and, as he was an ‘unguent seller as
well as hair-dresser, he was just as anxious to dispose of
rich unguents and marvelous perfumes as any hair-artist
or professor of modern times.

¢ Corinth, I suppose, sir, is much the same as ever ?
I have not been there these ten years. Splendid chariot
race, I understand, at the Olympic games. But perhaps
you were present? Your hair is weak, very weak;
should be cut and dressed oftener. That is the worst of
traveling—no barbers. To cut and dress the hair is, a8
the poet* says,

“¢A lovely action of a cheerful mind.’

I have some fine unguents here; will brighten and per-
fume the hair, and prevent its falling off. Iris from Elis
and Cyzicus; perfume of roses from Lycia; perfume of
crocuses from Cilicia and Rhodes; extract of vine leaves
from Cyprus ; perfume of apples and marjoram from Cos;
oils and essences from Egypt and Pheenicia ; every thing
of the best, and cheaper than at any other shop in Athens.
I buy direct of the captains themselves. Great rogues
some of them are; can not cheat me though. Perhaps
this is your first visit to Athens ?—then I need not tell
you to beware of sharpers and swindlers. The greatest
cheats in all the world live and thrive in Athens. Itis
a great city though—finest in the world. In a year or
two they will begin building the long walls; and then
the Plraeus and Athens will be all one. Our new alli-

2 Atheneeus, lib. xii. e. 87.
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ance with Megara is a fine thing; but I foresee a war
with Corinth. I understand, from a captain whose beard
I trimmed yesterday, that there is a revolt in Egypt.
Have you heard the news ?”’

« No ! cried Herodotus—at last aronsed. “What is it?
I suppose you mean a revolt against the Great King. Did
you hear whether the insurrection was formidable ?”’

“ Why, the captain told me; and he had only just
come from Naucratis, which, I believe, is the only port
where the Greek ships put in. He had a very long beard
that required a great deal of trimming. He said that a
king of the Libyans, between Egypt and Cyrene, had
defeated the Persians, and that all Egypt was revolting
against Artaxerxes the great King. I suppose you know
all about the death of Xerxes? He died five years ago.
They call Artaxerexes by the surname of Longimanus,
because his right hand is longer than-his left. Half an
obol, sir, is all I charge. Your beard and hair are now
quite the thing. May I recommend you to purchase a
box of this celebrated perfume? It is called the Pana-
thenaicum. You have doubtless heard of it.”

How much more the barber might have said if Herod-
otus had stopped to listen to him can not be made known.
Herodotus paid the half obol, but politely declined mak--
ing any purchases on the present occasion. He had left
his slave and luggage, together with most of his money,
in the hand of his friend Phylarchus ; and as he was there-
fore quite at liberty to do as he pleased, he could not
determine upon doing anything at all. So having at last
resolved on postponing his visit to Athens until the fol-
lowing morning, he spent the autumn evening partly in
strolling about the Pireseus, and partly in one of its many -
taverns, where, for that night, he had fixed his quarters.

Early on the following morning Herodotus proceeded
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from Pirseus to Athens. The road led over the river
Cephissus and through beautiful groves of olives. After
a walk of nearly two hours, he at last entered Athens at
the Peiraic gate on its western side. The extraordinary
wall which had been raised, in spite of the opposition of
Sparta, by the crafty management of Themistocles, at-
tracted his first attention. It had been constructed of
every variety of material, fragments of temples destroyed
* by the Persians, columns from tombs, carved stones, and,
in short, of anything at hand which could be applied to
the purpose. Entering the city, he proceeded onward
toward the agora, where he intended to_inquire his way
to the Prytaneum, or town-hall, in order that he might
there present.his credentials to the sitting Prytanes, and
learn the name and residence of the Proxenus of Hali-
carnassus. Accordingly, he trudged along a winding
street, having the hill of the Pnyx on his left hand, and
looked eagerly and curiously around him, but was sadly
disappointed at the aspect of so famous a city. He knew
that, only twenty years before, almost every building
had been destroyed by the ferocious barbarian, but still
he had heard so much of the greatness, magnificence,
and glory of Athens, that he had expected to see broad
and straight roads lined with splendid structures, the fit-
ting abodes of the mighty Athenian people. As far as
he could see, however, the streets were narrow and wind-
ing, and by no means over-clean. The houses were mean
and insignificant, and built of bricks, not hardened by
fire, but dried in the open air. Projecting gables and
balconies overhung the streets, which were still further
narrowed by stairs, railings, and doors opening outward.
Statues, altars, and sanctuaries he was continually pass-
ing, but still nothing would have given him an idea of
the greatness of the city but the multitudes of people,
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which, even at that early hour, were moving through the
streets in every direction. Citizens were hastening to
catch their friends at home, for at Athens the people
spent most of their time in the open air. Boys were
going in merry troops to the school or gymnasium, each
apparently attended by his own pedagogue. Women and
female slaves were going, even from that distant quarter,
to fetch water from the spring called Enneacrunos, near
the Ilissus, at the other end of the city. Country folks,
from the rural demes in the neighborhood, were moving
along with vegetables, fruits, and a variety of country pro-
ductions, to sell to the dealers, who retailed them in the
agora ; while, on all sides, chapmen of every description
were busily preparing for the several avocations of the

y-.

At last Herodotus entered the agora. This name was
more especially applied to an open spot of ordinary as-
sembly and resort, adorned with sanctuaries and altars,
porticoes, statues, and rows of shady trees. According
to the common acceptation of the word, however, and that
in which we are now using it, the agora was the rambling
quarter of the town, covered with stalls and shops, which
lay between the Pnyx and the Acropolis, and thus in-

_ cluded both the agora, or place of resort, and the market,
or place of business. Every householder in Athens con-
sidered that a visit to the market formed part of the usual
arrangements of the day. There retail dealers of every
description erected their booths of wicker-work, in which
they exposed an immense variety of goods on tables and
benches ; for though shops were scattered over the entire
city, yet the principal business of buying, selling, and
money-changing was transacted in the market and the
taverns which surrounded it. Different divisions were
assigned to the sale of different goods, as in the markets

~
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of the present time. In one place boiled peas and other
vegetables were simmering in the kettles of the female
cooks. In another, pyramids of round-shaped cakes and
loaves were piled up by the female bakers. In the
crockery market, hard by, loud-voiced potmen were de-

livering the most powerful orations upon the superior
virtues of their brittle ware. In the myrtle market, not
far off; blooming flower-girls were selling chaplets and-
fillets, or receiving orders for fresh garlands to be de-

livered that same evening for the adornment of some gay
symposium. Every species of commodity was there that
was necessary to meet the wants of the day, from the

cheap barley-groats to the choicest and rarest meats—
from common garlic to incense for the gods. Clear oils,

exquisite ointments, rich perfumes, and famous unguents;

potent cheese, fresh butter, and famous honey of Hymet-

tus. Cooks standing waiting to be hired ; male and fe-

male slaves grouped for sale—all were to be found in the

customary stands or appointed divisions of the agora.

Nor was the bustle only confined to the mere sellers.

Crowds of both slaves and freemen were going from one
stall to another in search of bargains. Pilferers were

busy wherever goods were exposed. Public criers were

every now and then announcing, in stentorian voices, the
arrival of goods, the sale of a house, or a reward for the

apprehension of a robber, or the capture of some runaway
slave. Herodotus was already contrasting, in his own

mind the liveliness, activity, and bustling character of
the Athenian, with the slow, grave, and dilatory move-

ments of the over-trained and over-disciplined Spartan,

when suddenly the fish-market bell rang, as a signal that
the fish-carts had arrived from the Pirseus, and that the

sale of fish was already beginning.

Every one hurried in the direction of the bell, and
14%*
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Herodotus willingly joined the stream. This mart was
not unlike the Billingsgate of the last century ; the same
sharp bargaining, the same elegances of language, the
same bitter complaints of the ruinous dearness of the
finny tribe. Fish and horses are indeed the most mysteri-
ous animals in creation; more money has been made by
fish and more money lost by horses than by any other
living thing, small or great. At Athens, every man hated
the fishmonger in the same ratio that he loved the fish.
The comic poets were unanimous in denouncing all who
were engaged in the trade. One says, ‘It is easier to
speak to a victorious general than to one of these saucy
blackguards.” Another cries, I thought the Gorgons
were an invention of the poets, but in the fish-market I
find they are a reality; a fish-woman asked me such a
great price for such a little fish, that she turned me to
stone.”” A few quotations may not come amiss.
Diphilus says:

“I once believed the fishmongers at Athens
‘Were rogues beyond all others! ’Tis not so.
The tribe are all the same go whete you will,
Deceitful, avaricious, plotting knaves,
And ravenous as wild beasts. But we have one
Exceeds the rest in baseness, and the wretch
Pretends that he has let his hair grow long
In reverence to the gods. The varlet lies.
He bears the marks of justice on his forehead
‘Which his locks hide, and therefore they are long.
Accost him thus: ‘What ask you for this pike ¢’
‘Ten oboli,’ he answers—not a word
About the currency—put down the cash,’
He then objects, and tells you that he meant
The money of ZEginea. If there’s left
A balance in his hands, he'll pay you down
In Attic oboli,and thus secure
A double profit by the exchange of both.”
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Xenarchus says: -

“Poets, indeed ! I should be glad to know
Of what they have to boast. Invention?—no!
They invent nothing, but they pilfer muech,
Change and invert the order, and pretend
To pass it off for new. But fishmongers
Are fertile in resources, they excel
All our philosophers in ready wit
And sterling impudence.”

Alexis says :

“T still maintain that fish do hold with men,
Living or dead, perpetual enmity

For instance, now, a ship is overset,—

¢ As sometimes it may happen—the poor wretches

Who might escape the dangers of the sea

Are swallowed quick by some voracious fish.

If on the other hand, the fishermen

Inclose the fish and bring them safe to shore,
Dead as they are they ruin those who buy them:
For they are sold for such enormous sums.

That our whole fortune hangs upon the purchase—
And he who pays the price becomes a beggar.”*

This general antagonism between fish buyer and fish
geller was often attended by most amusing circum-
stances. Sharp jests from witty Athenians were fre-
quently answered by rough and hoarse retorts, more
remarkable for force of expression then for refinement of
language. Herodotus, in his progress to the mart, had
accidentaly upset one of the pyramids of loaves and cakes
which a female baker had piled up for the attraction of
purchasers. The irate lady, aroused by the destruction
of one of her favorite edifices, denounced our unhappy
traveler in loud and unmeasured terms.  She opined that

* Atheneus, lib. vi. ce. 5-8. The above translations are by an

anonymous hand, and may be found in the appendix to Mr. O.
Yonge's pleasant translation of the * Deipnosophists.”
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he was an evil beast, a robber of temples, an enemy of the
gods; abrainless jackanapes—any thing but handsome, and
any thing but brave; born in a sty, and bred on a dung-
hill. Herodotus flung her adrachma and ran forit. In
the fish-market he found that the language he had just
heard formed the staple of the conversation. Satirical
buyers exchanged compliments with surly sellers, and
laughed the more at the replies the more they told against
themselves. Herodotus was soon excessively amused.
One gentleman in particular attracted his notice, who
apparently sauntered about the stalls as much for the sake
of amusement as for the choice of fish; while a slave
followed to carry home such purchases as his master mighg
please to make. He was evidently well known; and
some of the more experienced dealers shrank before his
keen eye and bitter speech.

“ What’s the price of-those two pike, if I take the
pair?’ he asked, in Herodotus’s hearing.

¢ Ten obols,” answered the fishmonger, grufily.

“Too much ! You must let me have them for eight.”

“Yes one of them,” growled the ﬁshmonger. “If you
like not my price, you can go elsewhere.”

“You may like your price, but I like not the fish; I
have tasted them sufficiently with my nose,”” retorted the
customer, turning on his heel. and reckless of the man’s
abuse.

The owner of another stall greeted the dangerous cus-
customer with a smiling countenance.

¢ No, my friend,” cried the satirist; “I can not buy
fish of you. Your politeness is suspicious. ~Fishmongers
are only civil when their fish are stale. If your fish were
good for any thing, you would be as cross-grained as Micio
yonder.”’*

* Atheneeus, lib. vi. ¢. 7. '
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When Herodotus had sufficiently satisfied his curiosity
in the fish-market, he proceeded toward the arcade where
the trapezitee, or money-changers, sat at their tables. He
had left all his heavy.cash with Phylarchus, with the
exception of a little silver and four gold darics; and as
his silver was nearly all exhausted, he determined to change
some of his gold money. Carelessly approaching a table,
he asked its owner to give him the change in Attic
drachmas.

¢ A daric, eh?”’ said the money-changer, looking up
with a cunning expression of countenance. ‘You are
a stranger in Athens, and doubtless have other moneys to
exchange 2’

“I have but three other darics,”” replied Herodotus.
“I am a Greek from another city, and I know not how
long I may stay here, as I have not yet seen my proxe-
nus.”

“Will you permit me to see the coins?”’ politely
asked the money-changer.

¢ Certainly,” answered Herodotus, a.nd placed them in
his hand,. each of them honestly worth twenty Attic
dra,chmasu

The money-changer examined the pieces separately.
On one side of each was the figure of an archer wearing
a crown, and kneeling on one knee; on the reverse was
merely a deep cleft. Having thoroughly satisfied him-
self of the weight and genuineness of each, he quietly
said, ““ It is impossible to pass a daric at Athens. Men
found with Persian gold are usually arrested as spies and
thrown into the barathrum.* It would, therefore, be
as difficult to get rid of one as of four. I will take the

* The barathrum was a deep pit at Athens, with hooks on the
sides, into which criminals were cast. The envoys of Darius were
thrown into this pit, and told to get their earth and water there.
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four darics off your hands at ten drachmas apiece, if you
like.”

Herodotus felt his blood rushing to his cheeks. Every
stranger with whom he came in contact seemed to think
him a most foolish individual, and one who might be -
easily cheated or outwitted. He haughtily replied, ¢ I
know not your meaning. A daric is every where worth
twenty Attic drachmas. I will give you two drachmas
if you will change me a single daric: the other darics I
will not change at all.”’

¢ Not s0,”” said the money-changer, mysteriously.
“For aught I know you may be a Persian spy; and it is,
perhaps, my duty to arrest you at once. In short, this
Persian money is dangerous.”

¢ Give it me back again, then,” cried Herodotus.

““This money,”’ said the sharper, “is forfeited to the
state. Take the forty drachmas if you please, otherwise
I arrest you on the spot.” - '

Herodotus cared nothing about being cheated, and had
generally suffered with a scornful laugh any petty chap-
. man or keeper of a tavern to take him in that pleased;
but to be treated as such a simple-minded Arcadian was
more than he could stand. He rushed at the money-
changer, seized him by the throat, and wrested the darics
from his trembling hand ; and kicking over his table,
would have strode haughtily away, but found himself
surrounded by a bawling and excited crowd. The
matter was now becoming serious. To all appearance
he was a bold robber, who had attempted to plunder
the money-changer. The heaps of coins, Attic and
Aiginetan, were scattered about in all directions, and
the whole place was in an uproar. In an incredibly
short time the officers of the market made their appear-
ance. A space was formed, and the money was picked
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up; and Herodotus was marched off to one of the
archons, accompanied by the money-changer and a host of
bystanders. '

The archon only heard the complaint of the money-
changer, and at once refused to adjudicate. The
matter, he said, must be immediately brought before the
Prytanes.

Herodotus now began to feel that his position was be-
coming dangerous. He was conducted by the officers to
the Prytaneum ; and, as far as he could judge from the
outeries of the populace, he was supposed to be a Persian
spy sent over to bribe the Athenian authorities, but who -
had been most properly arrested in his career by the
patriotic valor of Eupolis, the money-changer. He was,
moreover, confounded at the idea of being obliged to
give a full account of himself, and explain the whole cir-
cumstances of the case before a public tribunal. But
he had very little time for such cogitations. He was
quickly led by the officers and mob along the street
which ran parallel with the southern side of the Acropolis;
and then turning sharply to the left, up Tripod Street,
which ran parallel with the eastern side, the procession
at last reached the Prytaneum.

As a private house was the common home of every
member of the family which occupied it, so was the
Prytaneum the common house of all the citizens of the
state to which it belonged. It consisted of a range of
halls round an inner quadrangular court. In the center
of the court was an altar of Hestia, upon which a fire
was kept constantly burning. On one side was the hall
of audience open toward the court, in which the ten
Prytanes, with their epistates, or chairman, at their
head, were sitting in virtue of their office. Into this
hall Herodotus and the money-changer were presently

\
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ushered, with the necessary witnesses of the case; while
the court was thronged with the crowd of citizens, who
were anxious to hear the proceedings.

Silence was at length obtained, and the officers of the
market explained the nature of the charge to the Pry-
tanes, and stated that they had brought the accuser, the
accused, and the attending witnesses to the Prytaneum
by the direction of the archon. The epistates then
ordered Eupolis, the money-changer, to state his accusa-
tion in full. Eupolis declared that the young stranger
had imperiously demanded change in Attic drachmas for
four gold darics; that, in order to know if the darics
were genuine, he had asked the stranger where he had
taken them ; and that, upon this question, the stranger
had violently assaulted him, and overthrown his table
for the purpose, as he presumed, of giving certain
confederates not in custody the opportunity of carrying
off his money amid the confusion. The different wit-
nesses were next called, who spoke to having seen the
young stranger seize Eupolis by the throat, kick over
his money table, and then attempt to escape. At
last the epistates, with a curious glance at the prisoner,
demanded to know who he was, how he became pos-
sessed of the Persian gold, and what he had to say in his
defense. '

Herodotus briefly stated his name and parentage,
together with the circumstances of the case, and then
exhibited his father’s letter and seal. The Prytanes
consulted together for a few moments; and the epistates
ordered one of the attendants to fetch Euphorion, an
Athenian who was well acquainted with the chief citizens
of Halicarnassus, and generally acted as their proxenus.
A considerable time elapsed before Euphorion could be
found. The citizens of Athens were not accustomed to
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live much in their houses, but spent most of their time
out of doors; and even those who were engaged in the
more respectable branches of commerce were always
going about with samples among their friends and con-
nections. News, however, traveled faster than the mes-
senger ; and while Euphorion was eagerly discussing the
state of affairs at Corinth and Megara with some brother
politicians, some one came up with the information that
a young Halicarnassian of noble birth had got into a scrape
with a money-changer in the agora, and been carried be-
fore the Prytanes. Away went Euphorion to the Pry-
taneum, eager to offer his services to the unlucky
foreigner, and having a pretty strong presentiment that
he should find the son of an old friend. Directly he
entered the court, he was called by the epistates.

“ Are you acquainted with the family of Lyxes of
Halicarnassus ?”

({3 Yes.”

“Is this his seal ?”’

(13 Yes.’i

¢ State what you know concerning him.”’

“I have a letter from Lyxes, delivered only a few
days ago, apprising me that his son Herodotus would
soon visit Athens, and asking my protection. Hali-
carnassus, though still under the government of Artemisia,
pays a considerable contribution to the Athenian Con-
federacy ; and if yonder is Herodotus, the son of Lyxes,
I will willingly give security for his being in no way in-
clined to the Persian, ordisposed todisturb our democracy
and its laws.”

The Prytanes again consulted together; and by this
time the archon had arrived, and apparently furnished
them with some additional information. At last the
epistates arose, and spoke formally as follows :—
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 “This is not the first time, O Prytanes, that Eupolis,

the money-changer, has been before an archon; but as,
in the present case, a foreigner had been found with Per-
sian gold in his possession, of which he could give no
satisfactory account, the archon deemed it advisable to
send the case before us. We must, however, be of opinion
that the cause should be judged by the archon, or tried
before a dicastery. It is evident that the person accused
is really Herodotus, the son of Lyxes of Halicarnassus;
and it can not, therefore be believed that he contemplated
committing any robberyupon Eupolis, the money-changer;
while, at the same time, the previous charges which have
beerf made against Eupolis, strongly inclines us to disbe-
lieve his present statement. I therefore move that Herod-
otus be discharged, with permission to reside at Athens
for so long- a time as Euphorion shall give full and suf-
ficient security ; and that he may, if he considers himself
aggrieved, bring his charge against Eupolis before the
archon, to be adjudged by him, or referred by him to a
dicastery.”

This proposition was put to the vote and agreed to by
all the Prytanes. Herodotus was discha.rged and left
the Prytaneum with Euphorion; and not caring to be
brought more prominently before the notice of the Athe-
nian public, he declined prosecuting the money-changer,
for whom, indeed, the exposure was almost itself a suf-
ficient punishment for his attempted fraud.
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EuPHORION was an’ Athenian citizen of the noble class
of eupatrids, and the large income which he derived from
his family estate qualified him for the first class of wealthy
citizens, according to the division of Solon. He had
greatly distinguished himself in the struggle against
Xerxes, and subsequently served on board the Greek
allied fleet, under the command of Aristides and Cimon.
During this latter period he’ had visited many of the
Greek cities in Asia Minor and the islands; and among
bthers he had resided a short time at Halicarnassus, under
the protection of the father of Herodotus. In age he ap-
peared to be about five-and-forty. In character he was
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more like one of those Ionian philosophers whom Herod-
otus had often met in the house of Theodorus of Samos;
but the voyages which he had undertaken, and the free in-

- stitutions under which he had been brought up, had given
a more practical turn to his mind. His family consisted
of a wife, who was rarely seen by ‘visitors; a young
daughter, who was completely secluded in the woman’s
apartments from all society whatever, excepting that of
her own sex; and a son, who was serving on board the
confederate fleet cruising in the Algean, as his father had
done before him.

Euphorion welcomed Herodotus to his house with the
utmost hospitality. *‘ Your father Lyxes,” he said, *is
desirous that you should reside in Athens for a consider-
able time, and perhaps you can not do better than take a
small house ; but for the present I hope you will fix your
quarters in my humble habitation. Never mind telling
me the story of your mishaps until you have taken some
refreshment.”’

In the course of an hour or two Herodotus had par-
taken of a plentiful meal, and was sufficiently recovered,
not only to relate his recent fortunes and misfortunes at
full length, but also to join in the evening’s symposium,
and to take a part in the pleasant conversation of Eupho-
rion’s guests.

Herodotus soon found that a symposium at Athens,
in the house of Euphorion, was a far more intellectual
entertainment than a symposium at Corinth in the house
of Nicias. For a long time the conversation ran chiefly
upon geography ; and he heard for the first time some
strange stories of the wonderful products of those regions
which were supposed by the Greek geographers of that
age to lie at the extremities of the earth. He was told
that in the extreme East lived the Indian people, whose
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country produced beasts and birds of a monstrous size,
together with enormous quantities of gold, and curious
wild trees bearing wool instead of fruit. This wool (. e.
cotton) was said to excel the wool of sheep both in beauty
and quality, and to be used by the Indians in the manu-
facture of their clothing. The Indians were said to get
their gold from the sand heaps thrown up by the desert
ants, which were larger than foxes. Each man took
three camels—namely, a female camel, on which he him-
self sat, and a male camel on each side, to carry the gold.
While the ants were burrowing themselves away from
the heat of the sun, the gold-hunters came up and filled"
their sacks with the gold in the ant-heaps with all speed,
and then rode off as fast as possible; for otherwise the
ants would speedily discover them by their smell, and
being the swiftest of animals, would overtake the gold-
stealers and destroy them.

In the extreme South were the gigantic long-lived
Ethiopians, whose country produced gold and ebony, and
elephants of monstrous size. There also were the
Arabians, whose country breathed a divine odor from its
frankincense, myrrh, cassia, cinnamon, and ledanum.
The frankincense-trees were said to be guarded by winged
serpents, which could only be driven away by the smoke
of burning styrax. The cassia plant grew in a shallow
lake, round which lodged a number of winged bats, which
were very fierce, and made a most horrible screeching ;
and the Arabians enveloped themselves in hides before
they could possibly get the cassia. Ledanum was to be
found sticking like gum to the beards of goats.* Cin-

* “The ledum is a shrub. Goats browse on its leaves, and
carry away a gummy matter on their beards. The peasants of the
Levant collect the gum with a wooden comb, and then run it into
8 mass.”— Tournefort.



334 ATHENS, B. C. 460.

namon was supposed to be collected in a still more won-
derful manner. Large birds were said to carry the rolls
of cinnamon to their rocky and inaccessible nests. The
Arabians then placed some very large pieces of meat on
the ground, which the birds carried up to their nests;
and then down fell the nests with the weight of the meat, -
and the Arabians got the cinnamon.

In the extreme West were the islands which produced
tin; and in the North were a people with only one eye,
who stole the gold from the griffins who guarded it.

Besides these geographical stories, Herodotus heard a

*number of anecdotes and traditions connected with the
histories of foreign countries, which we shall relate when
we follow Herodotus in his travels to the countries them-
selves. '

It must not however be supposed that the conversation
was purely literary, for there was much news, much
singing, and much jesting, and some philosophical dis-
puting. One of the company had been recently married,
and consequently was miuch rallied by his friends present.
Some pitied his indiscretion ; others admired his courage.
The ball then went round, and every one cracked his
jest. Grasshoppers were envied for having wives who
could not speak, and many other merry sarcasms were
passed upon the marriage state. At last a sophistical
philosopher undertook to prove that all women were de-
ceitful, and Euphorion good humoredly offered to combat
the charge.

“First of all,”” said Euphorion, * will you prove it
from your own experience, having been taken in yourself;
or from seeing your friends taken in without stepping
forward to save them ?”’

¢I shall prove it by analogy and inference,”” said the
sophist, “for that is the only true philosophical way of
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carrying on an argument. All animals not endowed with
personal strength are gifted with instincts of a deceitful
nature to enable them to defend themselves against ani-
mals that are more powerful. Thus foxes and cats are
endowed with infinitely more cunning than lions or wild
bulls; and in the same way women, who are certainly
inferior to man in their bodies, are wily, treacherous, and
inconstant in their minds.”

Every one present assented to this proposition, which
fully confirmed all that the poets had declared of the fair
sex. Euphorion even was posed; his reasonings were
overturned one after the other by his acute antagonist ;
at last, partly to gain time, and partly to draw out He-
rodotus, he asked the latter what he thought of the ar-
gument.

T have been trying,” said the young foreigner, mod-
estly, “to see how far that gentleman’s theory would
apply to worms, for I know they are not strong, and
never heard that they were deceitful.”

The sophist immediately collapsed, and for the re-
mainder of the evening had the pleasure of finding that
his unhappy proposition excited more mirth and jesting
than even the Athenian ladies.

The next morning Euphorion offered to conduct his
guest to all the wonders of Athens. His house was situ-
ated near the Itonian gate in the southern quarter of the
city; and from thence the two gentlemen proceeded ina
north-easterly direction along the banks of the river Ilis-
sus, toward the fountain called Enneacrunos, over against
the great half-finished temple of Olympian Zeus. The
morning was bright and clear, and the shallow stream,
pure and transparent, reflected the yellow beams of the
autumn sun. That beautiful retreat was one of the love-
liest spots in Athens, for though included within the
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in Athens which the Persians could not destroy: If you
like we will walk past them, and go and view that great
stone theater of Dionysus, which you can see on the slope
of the Acropolis yonder; and then we will go over, the
Acropolis itself, and after that perhaps see the new tem-
ple of Theseus which Cimon built five years ago. That
will be a good long morning’s walk ; but as we must re-
tarn through the agora, where you immortalized your-
self yesterday, we may perhaps be able to drop in at the
dicastery, where a trial is going on. But we shall see
how the time passes.”

This was the very kind of walk which Herodotus pre-
ferred above all things. He was exceedingly delighted
at the chance of being rapidly conducted over Athens by
an experienced friend, as he would then be enabled to
roam about afterward at his leisure, and revisit each ob-
Ject of interest in a more careful manner. Accordingly,
passing by the unfinished Olympeum, the two pedestrians
reached the great stone theater of Dionysus, which would
hold 80,000 spectators. It had been commenced forty years
before, in B.c. 500, but, like the temple, was still unfin-
ished, and had equally defied the torch of the Persian.
The work, however, had been begun by the demoeracy,
and was sufficiently advanced for the purpose of perform-
ance. Herodotus entered the immense area of the thea-
ter, and saw that it was excavated out of the solid rock
in the southern slope of the Acropolis, while around it
the rows of seats ascended one above the other in a sue-
cession of retreating and semi-circular lines.

Leaving the theater, Euphorion conducted his visitor
toward the ancient fortified entrance at the western ex-
tremity of the Acropolis. Ascending the rugged pathway,
they passed through the half-burned walls of this fortifi-
cation, and then beheld the broken fragments of the
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ancient buildings which had once covered the rocky
platform.

‘“Here,” cried Euphorion, ‘“all is desolation. This
Acropolis was once the fortress, the sanctuary, and the
museum of Athens. Here were strong fortifications,
noble temples, and beautiful statues and other works of
art ; but the torch of the Persian has destroyed them all.
I well remember that when we returned from Salamis,
we looked upon our wasted farms and vineyards, our
smoldering houses, and even our desolate hearths, as the
fortune of war which men must often suffer before they
can gain a victory. = But when we ascended this sacred
rock, and passing through these ruins, saw the blackened
temple of Erechtheus on one side, and on the other the
temple of Athena leveled to the ground, we swore to be
revenged, and not only to drive the barbarian from the
soil of Hellas, but to sacrifice him to the gods whose fanes
he had destroyed.”

Herodotus was wise enough to remember his father’s
warning ; and though he fully sympathized with Eupho-
rion’s feelings, yet he was prudent enough to keep his
sentiments to himself. He, therefore, merely asked if
the Athenian people would not some day rebuild the
temples.

‘“The very thing we are about to do,” said Euphorion.
¢ Hitherto we have kept these ruins as they are, in order
to keep alive our hatred; but if our present great man,
Pericles, can only carry out his designs, in a very few
years this Acropolis will be cleared of all its ruins, and
rise up in greater splendor and magnificence than ever.
Time will tell.

“ But I must now show you what ancient curiosities
have survived the devastation. This rock is about one
thousand feet long, running from east to west, and five
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hundred feet broad, running from north to south. This
fortified entrance where we are standing in the propylea,
or gateway, which was hastily built up after the Persian
war, but which is some day to be rebuilt of Pentelic
marble. You see the fetters hanging on that blackened
wall. Thosé are the chains with which the Athenians
bound their Béeotian and Chaleidian prisoners after they
had defeated both armies one after the other on the same
day. Here, too, is a very curious trophy of that double
victory ; a chariot and four horses all made of bronze.
The inscription on them is worth reading :—

‘‘Athena’s sons o’ercame in feats of war
Beeotians and Chalcidians, and subdued
Their pride within a dark and iron dungeon,
And tythed the spoil, and gave these mares to Pallas.

“Yonder on our left hand are the ruins of the old
temple of Erechtheus. Before the Persian war a ser-
pent always lived in that temple; and the Athenians
used to say that it was the guardian of the Acropolis, and
were accustomed to bring it honey-cakes every month.
When, however, Xerxes arrived in Hellas, the serpent
left the cakes untouched ; and the people said that the
god had abandoned the citadel, and were more anxious
than ever to abandon the city'themselves, and get on
board the fleet. ~There also is still the salt spring and
sacred olive, of which, I dare say, you have heard; but,
if not, I will tell"you the story.

¢ That temple contains & chapel of Erechtheus, and
also another chapel of Athena, the protectress of our
city. The logographers say that in the reign of Cecrops,
the goddess Athena disputed with Poseidon, whom some
think is the same as Erechtheus, as to who should have
the possession of Attica. The Olympian gods decreed
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that it should be given to the one who should be able to
produce from the soil the most precious gift to mortals.
Poseidon accordingly struck the rock with his trident,
upon which a spring of salt water welled up from the
earth. Athena then planted the sacred olive, which at
once sprung up, and was declared by the gods to be the
most precious gift to mam The salt spring and sacred
olive are still there; and when the temple was set
on fire by the Persians a very singular prodigy oc-
curred. The olive tree was of course burned down to
the stump ; but when the Pisistratids who accompanied
Xerxes were ordered, the day after the conflagration,
to ascend the Acropolis and sacrifice to Athena, the

- Protectress, they found that a shoot had sprung up from
the stump during a single night, and this they all attested
an oath.

¢ On the other side of the Acropolis over against the
Dionysiac theater is all that remains of the old temple
of Athena the Virgin, and goddess of war. It is to
be rebuilt almost immediately, and much of the ruins
are already cleared away. Take care when you re-
turn to Halicarnassus, and mention it to your father,
that you do. not confound this temple of Athena the
Virgin with the chapel of Athena the Protectress in the
Erechtheum.”

Euphorion thus spent a considerable time in conducting
Herodotus over the Acropolis. He directed his attention
to the steep sides, which were all inaccessible excepting
at the western extremity. He described the ancient
Pelasgic stone wall or fort, which had been built for the
Athenians by some Pelasgian wanderers; but which had
been subsequently dismantled by the democracy in order
to prevent any revolutionist from obtaining the govern-
inent by merely seizing the Acropolis. He also informed
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our traveler, that at the time of the Persian invasion the
Acropolis was only surrounded by a wooden palisade,
while the sloping ascent at the western extremity was
merely guarded by wooden gates and fortifications. He
likewise pointed out to him the spot where the few
Athenians who refused to go on*board the shlps made
their last stand against the invaders.

“It was a sad ¢ siege,’” he said. ¢ The wooden fortifi-
cations were quite sufficient to protect this rugged rock,
and though the Persians used every effort to storm tho
western extremity, they could not succeed. At last they
posted themselves on the hill of the Areopagus yonder,
and fired the fortifications, by shooting in arrows wrapped
round with lighted tow. DBut even when the wooden
entrance was burned down, they could not carry the rock ;
for our desperate citizens rolled great stones down the
ascent, and kept the Barbarian at bay. At last some
of the besiegers climbed the deep ascent on the northern
side, here under the Erechtheum. We call it the Long
Rocks ; and nobody believed that any man could ascend
it. Thus, while the main forces were making another
attempt to advance up the western slope, these climbers
mounted the Acropolis in the rear of the Athenians, and
took it by surprise. Our poor citizens seeing that the
place .was lost, fled as suppliants to the chapel of Athena
the Protectress; but the Persians soon swarmed over the
rock, and impiously slew the suppliants, and set fire to_
the temple.”

Herodotus looked down the steep Long Rocks with
much interest and horror. The spot, indeed, had been
celebrated in the oldest times. It was here that Ag-
lauros, the daughter of Cecrops, had thrown herself
down in order to stay a terrible war; an oracle having
declared that the Athenians would never gain the
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victory unless some one sacrificed himself for his coun~
try. A small excavated sanctuary of Aglauros still
marked the spot; and there every young Athenian, on
receiving his first suit of armor, took a solemn oath
to defend the state to the very last, and always observe
its laws.

It was scarcely noon when Euphorion left the Acrop-
olis, and led the way to the new temple of Theseus in
the northern quarter of the city. Herodotus first viewed
the Grotto of Pan in the north-western slope of the
Acropolis, and passed by the hill of the Areopagus. On
the hill itself the Areopagite Council was sitting to try
a cage of willful murder. In the valley below the hill
the preconsidering Senate of Five Hundred was in full
conclave; for though the Prytaneum was quite large
enough to hold the sitting Prytanes, yet it would not
receive the whole 500 from whom the Prytanes were
taken according to their allotted order. Euphorion and
Herodotus did not stop to listen to the Council or Senate,
but hastened on to the temple of Theseus. This was a
beautiful sanctuary, which had been built to receive the
bones of Theseus, brought by Cimon from Scyros to
Athens in B.c. 469. Five years were occupied upon
the erection, so that it was finished just four years before
Herodotus saw it. The sacred inclosure or temenus in
which the temple stood was large enough for a military
assembly, and was considered to be a sacred asylum for
all runaways. The temple was built of Pentelic marble,
in the Doric order of architecture. It consisted, like
all Greek temples, of a cella or inner sanctuary, having
" a pronaos, or principal front, at the eastern end, and an
opisthodomus, or back portico, at the other end. It was
an oblong building surrounded by a colonnade or am-
bulatory supported by columns; six columns along each
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of the two ends, and thirteen columns along each of the
two sides. The pronaos and opisthodomus were each
separated from the cella by two walls, called antee, and
a gateway or railing; and again from the ambulatory by
ten pillars and a similar railing. The entire temple was
one hundred feet long; the cella being forty feet; the
pronaos, including the eastern portico, thirty-three feet ;
and the opisthodomus, including the western portico,
twenty-seven feet. This temple was interesting from
the beautiful whiteness of the freshly cut marble; and
at a subsequent period it was covered with glorious
sculptures and filled with exquisite paintings. The nearest
way from the Theseum to the house of Euphorion was
through the agora; and as one of the dicasteries was sit-
ting at the time, Euphorion proposed to take Herodotus
into the assembly to hear the trial.

‘“What is the nature of the charge ?”’ inquired Herod-
otus.

¢ Oh, one of our unfortunate philosophers has come to
grief. Men are not content with reading Ionian philos-
ophy, but they must needs preach it. The people can
not understand it, and consequently denounce it as impiety
toward the gods. Then there is a public outery; and
some luckless individual, who only sought to enlighten
his fellow-citizens is brought to a public trial. Whereas,
if he had contented himself with merely writing what he
thought, none could have known his opinions excepting
those capable of judging them ; for no man without intel-
ligence ever cares to read mere prose books. But suppose
we mingle with the crowd, and hear a little of what is
going on.”

Euphorion and Herodotus approached an open space
in the agora, which had been railed round for the
eourt or ditcaserion, and was surrounded by spectators.
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Within the railing were rows of wooden benches, upon
which sat the 500 dicasts appointed to judge the case;
and before them was a raised platform, upon which
stood the accused and accuser, and the presiding archon.
The accused was evidently a feeble-minded man, who
hardly knew what he believed himself; but having had
his head turned by a little philosophy, and having too
much vanity to avoid making a show of his superficial
atthinments, had at last been brought to the bar of public
justice,—a position far too honorable for such a pre-
sumptuous blockhead. His ridiculous attempts to save
himself, and yet preserve his character as a man of learn-
ing, were, indeed, almost amusing ; and Herodotus could
not help feeling far more contempt than pity on hearing
him make his defense.

“ Grentlemen of the dicastery,” said the would-be phi-
losopher, ‘I have been accused of saying that Helios the
Sun-god is a mere mass of red-hot iron, and that Selene
the Moon-goddess is a mere stone. But, gentlemen, even
my accuser dare not say that I believed such things. I
only said what I had read in the works of Anaxagoras and
other Ionian philosophers, which any man present may
have réad also if he had skill and leisure. I believe in
the gods, I sacrifice to the gods, and I take apart in all
the religious festivals and assemblies; and I think that
any one who says that the sun is not Helios, and that the
moon is not Selene, is at once foolish and impious.”

“The man is a fool! I thought he was onlya luckless
philosopher; but he is not worth hearing,”’ whispered
Euphorion.

¢Oh, I have heard quite enough,” replied Herodotus.
“I suppose he will not be condemned to death—he is too
contemptible for that.”

“Why, I am afraid,” replied Euphorion, ‘‘that his im-

~
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peachment is mixed up with some political movement ;
but from the look of the dicasts, who are evidently heart-
ily weary of their morning’s work, he will be let off with
a fine. I hope you are ready for your dinner, for I am
sure I am, and so are the dicasts. We, however, can
help ourselves, and they cannot. We are not above five
stadia from my house.”

The pair accordingly walked rapidly toward the Ito-
nian Gate; but while approaching* their destination, a
citizen plucked the himation of Euphorion, and fairly
stopped him.

“Have you heard the news ?”’ he said, excitedly.

“No,” replied Euphorion; ¢ what is it?”

“ Why, a special assembly of the people is to be held
to-morrow morning at the pnyx. The Council of Five
Hundred has prepared a measure about Megara. The
criers will soon be round to proclaim the meeting. You
will be there, of course?”’

¢“Most assuredly,” replied Euphorion. Upon which the
other hastened away, apparently eager to tell the news
before the criers could be heard.

“There!” said Euphorion to his guest, “to morrow you
will have an opportunity of hearing some of our great
orators at the pnyx. I will explain to you this evening
the nature of the measure that is to be brought forward.
A joint of roast kid and a goblet of Chian wine is more

to our present purpose.”
15*



CHAPTER XXI.
ATHENS (CONTINUED), B.C. 460.

HERODOTUS'S OPINION OF ATHENS.—THE TWOQ POLITICAL PARTIES: THE
COONSERVATIVES LED BY CIMON, AND THE YOUNG ATHENS PARTY LED
BY PERICLES.—HATRED TO SPARTA AND ALLIANCE WITH ARGOS.—
POPULAR ASSEMBLY AT THE PNYX.—OPENING SPEECH.—MEASURES
PREPARED BY THE SENATE OF FIVE HUNDRED.—OPPOSED BY CIMON.
—ADVOCATED BY PERICLES.—EFFECT OF THE ORATORY ON HERODO-
TUS.—A DISCUSSION ON DEMOCRACY.—HOW AN OLIGARCHY MAY BE
BETTER THAN A DEMOCRACY AND A TYRANNY BETTER THAN AN OLI-
GARCHY.—A DISCOVERY. :

¢ AND what do you think of Athens?”’ said Euphorion
to Herodotus as they sat together in the warm afternoon
in the open court of the andronitis.

¢TI scarcely know yet,”” replied our traveler. ‘It
seems to be more populous than Sparta, and yet not so
large; and more bustling than Corinth, but without half
the traffic.”

“True,” replied Euphorion;  Athens is a young gi-
ant. Her infant democracy is already as strong as the
Heracleid government of Sparta. = Her citizens work not
for themselves, like the traders at Corinth, but for the
state. They are the bravest, the wisest, the gayest, and

.the most active in the world. To-morrow we shall see
men from all the demes in Attica at the Popular Assem-
bly. By the way, you will want a little enlightenment
upon the present state of affairs at Athens, or you will

. not be able to understand the speeches.

¢ There are two great parties in Athens—the old con-
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servative party, and the more democratic, or young
Athens party. The conservative party is headed by Ci-
mon the son of Miltiades; the young Athens party by
Pericles, the son of Xanthippus. Cimon and the con-
‘servatives are opposed to all progress and all reforms.
They want to carry on the war against Persia forever, to
keep up a friendly alliance with Sparta under any circum-
stances, and to stem the tide of democracy. On the other
hand, Pericles and young Athens are all for progress and
for democratic perfection. They wish to end the war
with Persia by an honorable peace, to renounce the alli-
ance with Sparta, to set up the land forces of Argos asa
rival to the land forces of Sparta, and to obtain for Athens
the headship of Hellas.

“ For years the conservatives were in the ascendency.
The protracted war against Persia checked the progress
of reform. Cimon, as the admiral of the fleet, was the
idol of the Athenian people Four years ago (B.c. 464)
he defeated the Persian fleet and the Persian army on
the same day on the banks of the river Eurymedon, in
Asia Minor; and thus for a time he was the most power-
ful man in Athens. Then came the reaction. Sparta
was overthrown by an earthquake, and nearly destroyed
by the rebellion of her helots. She sent to Athens for
assistance. Periclés opposed the measure with all his
might, and dwelt on the jealous enmity and insolence
which Sparta had always exhibited toward Athens.
Cimon asked the Athenian people if they desired to see
Hellas lamed of one leg, and Athens drawing without
her yoke-fellow. Cimon prevailed, and was sent to
Sparta at the head of an Athenian army; but Sparta,
even in the hour of trial, grew suspicious of her friends,
and soon sent back the Athenian forces with ungrateful
insolence. '
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* «The Athenians were then equally enraged with
Sparta and with Cimon. Following the advice of Peri-
“cles, they renounced the alliance with Sparta, and allied
with Argos, the ancient foe of Sparta, and the greatest
military power in the Peloponnesus next to Sparta. The
struggle between Cimon and Pericles still continues to
the detriment of the state, and every day we expect that
a measure of ostracism will be proposed ; and if that is
adopted, Cimon will doubtless be banished from Athens.

““The questions which will be brought before the
Popular Assembly to-morrow are two in number. First,
as to whether we shall aid Megara against Corinth ; and,
secondly, whether we shall assist the Egyptian revolt of
Inaros against Artaxerxes. Cimon will certainly de-
nounce the first, and Pericles will as certainly urge it.
1 understand that Cimon fought hard against it in the
Council of Five Hundred this morning, and there he has
the most influence. It will be strange if he carries the
day in the Popular Assembly to-'morrow, against the ora-
tory of Pericles ; but we shall see.’

For the rest of the day friends were eontmually drop-
ping in upon Euphorion. The whole-engrossing subject
was the meeting of the Popular Assembly appointed for
the morrow. The very short notice granted to the citi-
tens was in itself very remarkable; but it was believed
that extraordinary envoys both from Egypt and Megara
had reached the Prytanes, bringing dispatches which
required the immediate decision of the Athenian people.
Political conversation is only interesting to the parties
engaged in it. Herodotus, however, was much excited,
and looked forward to the morrow with very great ex-
pectations; for' though a stranger, yet Euphorion had
assured him that there would-be no difficulty in intro-
ducing him into the body of the pnyx; for if he only
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made a slight change in his costume, and the trimming
of his hair he would be easily mistaken for & citizen of
one of the distant demes.

It was still early dawn when Euphorion and Herodotus,
having partaken of a light breakfast of bread and wine,

left the house near the Itonian Gate, and proceeded toward
the pnyx. Bright Helios had begun to rise from his
mysterious slumbers, and joyously smiled upon the glis-
tening earth. The morning breezes were bringing fra-
grance and freshness from far-off rural demes into the
innermost streets of the awakening city, and rippling the
breast of the Ilissus to receive the first kisses of the golden
Sun-god. Countless birds were singing their morning
hymn to far-glancing Apollo. In the eastern quarter of
the city might have been heard the laughing and greet-
ing of merry women and graceful maidens round the clear
fountain of Enneacrunos. But in the western quarter
crowds of citizens were pouring through the startled
streets toward the pnyx; not to join in some gay festival
procession through the leafy groves of fair Attica, but to
plunge in the stormy arena of political strife; not to
gaze on the contests of athlete, or the races of horses and
chariots, but to decide upon the measures of their fiery
leaders, and exercise a sovereignty unimpeachable and
supreme.

Euphorion and Herodotus were soon mingled with the
living stream which emptied its thousands into the pnyx.
The immense semicircular area was quickly filled with
eager and excited citizens. Above their heads was the
clear blue sky, before them was the bare stone of the
bema, and beyond the bema were the Prytanes and their
scribes. The busy hum of conversation continually rose
from anxious groups. Suddenly the assembly was
hushed, as the epistates of the sitting Prytanes stepped
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on to the bema, and formally addressed the assembly as
follows :— :

¢ Athenians ! Certain envoys having arrived both
from Megara and Egypt on the same day, the Prytanes
have considered it their duty tg call this extraordinary
meeting, in order that you, Athenians, may hear the.
envoys yourselves, and then decide upon the measures
which the Senate of Five Hundred have prepared, and
which the Secretary will presently read. These measures
are connected so intimately with each other, that it is
proposed that the envoys from Megara be first heard, and
then those from Egypt, before the measures themselves
be read; but if any citizen have aught to object, let him
briefly state his objection.”’

No dissentient voice was heard. The envoys from
Megara then came forward, and their spokesman made a
long and powerful speech, in which he stated that Corinth
had made encroachments upon Megara, and that Megara
was desirous of throwing off her connection with Sparta,
and enrolling herself as an ally of Athens. The Egyp-
tian envoys followed ; but merely produced a letter writ-
ten in Greek, which was read aloud by the secretary of
the Prytanes, and which entreated the people of Athens
to assist the revolt of Inaros against the Persian yoke.
The secretary concluded these preliminaries by reading
the two measures :—1st, That the Athenians do receive
Megara into their confederacy, and defend her against
the encroachments of Corinth. 2dly, That the Athe-
nians do send a fleet up the river Nile as far as Memphis,
to support the Egyptian revolt under Inaros against the
Persian garrison.

These two measures were now under discussion, and
Cimon the son of Miltiades mounted the bema amid a
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storm of hisses and applause, aud then, when silence was
obtained, he thus addressed the assembly:—

“ Athema.ns' that voice within me which ever urges
me to labor for the state can not be hushed by your dis-
approval. My ever-burning and passionate love for our
free and mighty city—that city for which my father
fought at Marathon, and for which I myself have bled on
many a glorious day—is not to be quenched by the cold
doubts of friends, or the bitter calumnies of unscrupulous
and designing enemies. I come before you this day,
because I perceive that ambitious and reckless men,taking
advantage of your honest and generous open-heartedness,
would hurry you inte a fathomless barathrum which lies
yawning beneath your feet; because I feel assured-that,
if you will heed my words, I shall do as much service
to the state this day as when I shattered the Persian
fleets on distant seas, and destroyed their army on a
foreign soil.

¢ Megara, the enemy of Athens, and the ally of Sparta,
prays us to protect her against the encroachments of
Corinth, and admit her into our alliance. Now, of what
use can Megara be to us that for her sake we should go
to war with Corinth, and still further embroil ourselves
with Sparta? We allied with Argos, the deadliest foe
of Sparta, because Argos possesses a powerful army ; but
the army of Megara can never assist Athens, and her
city is too far from the shore for our fleets to assist her.
The alliance with Argos was equal to a declaration of
war against Sparta; but an alliance with Megara will be
war itself against the whole Peloponnesus.

¢ Now, I have little love for Corinth, but did she not
prevent the Peloponnesians from restoring the Pisistra-
tids? I have little affection for Sparta, but has she not
shed her best blood in the cause of Hellas ? But I have
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still less love for that Argos which refused to fight against
Xerxes, and for that Megara. which has ever been the foe
of Athens

¢ Athenians, the great questions upon which you have
this day to decide are these:—Are we resolved upon a
war with Sparta? Are we determined on fighting against
the Persian in the Agean, and for the Persian in the
Peloponnesus? Abroad our fleets are triumphing over
the Persian; at home we are allying ourselves with the
friends of the Persian, and arraying ourselves against his
foes. In this juncture Egypt has revolted from the great
king. Excited by our triumphs in the Aigean, she too
has turned against the invader; and can Athens refuse
her alliance? The blood of our fathers and the smoldering
ashes of our temples are still crying for revenge. Shall
we, then, stay our hands against the Persian in order to
sheathe our swords in the breasts of our brother Greeks ?
I say unto you, if we are to fight against the Persian, let
us assist the Egyptian ; if we are to fight for the Per-
sian, let us ally with Megara and war against Sparta.

‘It may be that your hearts are steeled against these
appeals by the false insinuations of political foes. Men
may mount the bema after me, and use their smooth
tongues and oily words to persuade you that I ama
traitor to Athens and a secret friend to Sparta. They
may tell you over again, with a thousand additions, how
Athenians under Cimon were sent to assist Sparta against
her helots, and how those Athenians were sent back again
with marked insults. Such men’s charges are contra-
dicted by their own words. If I were too friendly to
Sparta, would Sparta have dismissed me with such in-
dignity ?

¢ But I have held the stone too long. Still, I would
again beseech you—you who still burn for revenge upon
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the Persian and fresh glory for Athens—I conjure you
by the common gods of Hellas, not to suffer your fathers’
murderers to go unpunished, and your fathers’ blood to
remain unavenged. I implore you by those kindly dei-
ties who aided both Dorian and Ionian when fighting
side by side in the common cause of Hellas, not to de-
liberately war against men who speak the same tongue,
worship the same gods, and are sprung from the same
glorious and immortal heroes.”

Shouts of applause rang through the clear morning air
as Cimon descended from the stone. His manly voice,
his open and generous countenance, somewhat clouded by
a sense of his declining popularity, the earnestness of his
delivery, and the memory of his former exploits, had all
conspired to make a considerable impression upon the as-
sembly. Many of the older citizens were indeed decid-
edly favorable to his policy; hating the Persians as our
fathers hated the French, and hating the democrats as
our fathers hated the Jacobins. Cries for Pericles, how-
ever, soon filled the area.

““What!” whispered Herodotus to Euphonon, “is
it possible that any man will answer the speech of
Cimon ?”’

¢ Wait a minute,”” was the reply ; ‘I see Pericles ap-
proaching, and the lightning in his eye shows that he is
aroused. Hush!”’

A slight, pale man, with forehead of marble whiteness,
and eyes of wondrous depth and brilliancy, slowly mount-
ed the bema. Gradually Herodotus was filled with the
idea that he was in the presence of a being mysterious
and spiritual. The figure before him was as graceful as
Apollo, as majestic as Zeus. Intellect was enthroned
upon his brow, lightning flashed from his eye; but a mel-
ancholy, like the majestic grief of a divine hero, pervad~
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ed the sweetness of his countenance. Men held their
breath to catch the first accents which fell from his lips.

¢ Athenians,” he cried, dwelling upon the word as
upon some favorite chord of music, ‘“ Athenians, onoe
more the gods have enabled Athens to exhibit to the world
her grandeur and her glory. Once more that bright
goddess Athena, who ever dwells in yon Acropolis, the
fair protectress of our ancient city, has given to Athens
the happy chance of again standing forth as the protector
of the distressed, and the avenger of our mighty fathers.
Here, from this sacred spot to the dreary shores of that
mysterious ocean-stream which engirdles the entire earth,
the growing power of the Athenian people is the theme
of every tongue, the envy of the Greek and the admira-
tion of the barbarian. We are a city of kings, with none
to sway us but the immortal gods.

““We, the citizens of Attica, have assembled in solemn
conclave. Greeks eager to throw off the selfish and sus--
picious domination of Sparta, are earnestly entreating us
to admit them into our confederacy. Barbarians fired by
our example, have thrown off the Persian yoke, and pray
us to aid them in their holy struggle. Athens benignly
listens to the suppliants. The Council of Five Hundred -
have formally prepared the necessary measures; and now
submit them to the judgment of the sovereign people.
On the wisdom of that sovereignty all men might rely ;
but Cimon is fearful lest you should be deceived by spe-
cious oratory. He beseeches you—you the offspring of
gods and heroes—not to be duped bysmooth tongues and
oily words. Having been himself mightily befooled at
Sparta, he comes back to implore you not to suffer your
weak minds to beled astray. I, who would have saved
bhim from his disgrace, who entreated you not to send him
to Sparta, [—even T—am now charged by Cimon with
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seeking to beguile you. Surely too much wisdom must
- have made him mad. He boasts of his father’s exploits
at Marathon, but bids us fear the Persian ; he brags of
the victories which he has achieved for Athens, but bids
us be afraid of Sparta. Is the intelligence of the Athen-
ian people to be thus insulted ? '
‘But let us forget our indignation, Athenians, and
discuss the measures before us with that calm delibera-
tion which befits a sovereign people. Megara is the only
city between us and the Reloponnesus. . Her territory
occupies the isthmus; and is, in fact, the key to the Pelo-
ponnesus. If we admit her into our confederacy, no
Peloponnesian army can invade Attica. Cimon tells us-
that, by so doing, we shall offend Sparta, and lay our-
selves open to the Persian. But I tell you, Athenians,
that the Persian is a bugbear ; never again will he send
an armament to redden the waves of Salamis. It is
Sparta we have to dread—selfish, suspicious, heavy-arm-
ed Sparta; she who suffered Athens to.fight her battle
at Marathon ; she who shrank behind the isthmus wall
when Athens was in flames, and Attica was a desolation ;
she who sought to overthrow our democracy, and was
jealous of our very walls. _
‘“The question of assisting the Egyptian revolt might
be adjourned to a future day, but Megara demands your
immediate attention; Megara, the key of the Pelopon-
nesus, the bulwark against Sparta. Now is the time for
driving out the Corinthians; Sparta is paralyzed, and
totally unable to assist them. The other allies of Sparta
are disgusted with her sluggishness and arrogance Her
helots are in open revolt. Megara has cried to her in
vain for justice. Great Poseidon himself has shaken her
soil and overturned her city. Truly the present moment
i8 a divine chance given us by the gods for the lasting
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ical charlatadl, having a marvelous ‘plausibility and a .
wondrous flow of language—whose counsels it was easy
to condemn, but almost impossible to refute. Herodotus .
was singularly interested. He had listened to the
straightforward speech of Cimon with interest and
sympathy; but Pericles seemed to carry him away
against his will—to excite his passions and warp his
judgment by sheer subtlety of words. He felt that
Pericles had triumphed—that the people must give him
their votes; but yet he vainly hoped that some still more
powerful orator would ascend the bema, scatter the argu-
ments, of Pericles and successfully espouse the declining
cause of Cimon.

But where was the Athenian who .dared to face the
lightning eye of Pericles? that eye whose searching
glances could tell a confused speaker that all his thoughts
were known, and his shallow intellect fathomed in every
direction. One engine, however, was left to the aristo-
cratic party, namely, that of invective. Abuse could
be poured upon the dignified orator until the assembly
had forgotten his best arguments, and the effects of- his
oratory had passed away. Speaker after speaker suc-
cessively mounted the bema. Democrats contented
themselves with.dwelling upon the most striking passages
in the speech of their favorite leader. Aristocrats
wisely avoided all argument upon the matter in hand,
and contented themselves with merely stating elaborate
opinions directly opposed to those of Pericles, and with
vilifying and reviling him in the most scurrilous and
offensive language. That sympathy for the fallen, which
is the beautiful characteristic of young and ardent minds,
now enlisted the feelings of Herodotus in favor of Per-
icles. He forgot that the aristocratic orators were par-
tisans of Cimon, and only looked upon them as the
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slanderous calumniators of a noble and elevated states-
man. Some hours passed away, and the sun had risen
high in the heavens. The area was hot and eppressive,
for no awning defended the heads of the assembly from
the noon-day rays. Hearty disgust for the orators began
to fill the heart of our young traveler. Nearly all the
citizens of Athens had been engaged for the best part of
the day in listening to speakers who merely talked about
the measures, vituperated each other, or endeavored to
confuse the judgment of the assembly by artful fallacies
and subtle speeches. At last the audience became as
wearied and hot as Herodotus. The orators were per-
petually interrupted with cries of ‘ go down.” No one
was at length permitted to mount the bema, and the
epistates came forward to take a show of hands. Then
it was finally declared, amid much commotion and ap-
plause, that the measure for sending a force to Megara
was affirmed by a large majority, but that the motion for
assisting the Egyptian revolt was postponed for the con-
sideration of a future meeting. Thus Pericles and the
ultra democrats achieved another triumph over Cimon
and the conservatives.

It had certainly been a fatiguing morning; but when
Herodotus and his host had returned home and partaken
of some refreshment, Euphorion did not fail to question
our traveler upon what he thought of the workings of a
democracy. Herodotus, however, remembered the cau-
tion of his father, and returned evasive answers. In-
deed, he had already been somewhat practiced in that
kind of fence; for during the last two days almost every
one he had seen had asked him what he thought of Athens
and her institutions. Euphorion saw his hesitation and
attempted to remove it.

“I am aware,” he said, ‘‘that many of our ardent
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" democrats are anxious that our democracy should be
admired by all men, and especially by those who have
lived under a tyranny, or an oligarchy; while at the
same time they will resent the least slur which might be
cast upon our government, or upon our laws. I however
ask you, not for the sake of gratifying any national pride,
but in order that I may know the first impressions of a
foreigner.”

““To tell the truth, then,”” replied Herodotus, ¢ and
to tell it with full confidence, that you will not be
offended at any opinions which I may now express, and
which may hereafter become modified as my experience
becomes enlarged, I must confess that I like not a
democracy. I think that all men are better adapted
for one avocation than for another; and that states-
manship can be better practiced by the few who under-
stand it than by the many who only follow their factious
leaders.”

‘ But who would you choose to be the few ?”’ gaid
Euphorion.

¢ Either those,”” answered our traveler, “ who were
borne to power, and have, therefore, been accustomed to
it from their infancy; or else those who are chosen for
their talents by the great body of the citizens.”

"¢ But is not the collective wisdom of the many more
to be depended upon than the wisdom of the few?”’

“No; because the masses are always swayed by
their leaders, while the few would be well fitted to
govern from their hereditary rank or superior talents,
and would neither be obliged to pander to the mob nor to
yield to it.”

““But ought not every citizen who shares the burden
of the State to have an equal share in its government ?”’

¢T do not think that because a political question moro
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or less affects the whole body of citizens, that it is ne-
cessary to call every citizen from his daily avocations to
decide upon every political measure. The price of cab-
bage affects every father of a family; and yet you would
not call an assembly of all the citizens to decide upon
the price of cabbage.”

¢ Now we are getting at the question,’”’ said Euphorion;
““we certainly should not call an assembly to settle the
price of cabbage, but to choose from their own body such
citizens as would be best fitted to regulate the market,
and who would be always responsible to the people for
their-acts, of which, indeed, the people would be the best
judges. I have no wish, however, to disturb those
opinions in which you have been educated by your father;
and I would only have you consider that there is a great
deal to be said in favor of every form of government,
and that a people are generally able to establish for them-
selves that form which best suits their city and nation.
I have a curious book written by a philosopher, who
desired for argument’s-sake to prove that a pure tyranny
was better than democracy. I have a slave who knows
his letters very well, he shall read it to us.”

In a few minutes the slave appeared by Euphorion’s
orders, and taking up the roll of Nile paper read aloud
as follows

“How AN OLIGARCHY MAY
BE BETTER THAN A DEMoOCRACY,
AND A MONARCHY BETTER THAN
AN OLIGARCHY.

‘¢ After Smerdis Madis, King of Persia, had fallen by
the conspiracy of the Seven, the Seven met together for
the purpose of settling the future government of the
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Persian Empire, and three out of the seven then delivered
their separate opinions, as follows :—

“TFirst spoke Otanes, who advocated a democracy,
thus: ‘Having experienced the insolence of kings, we
can not think of establishing a monarchy. Indeed, how
is it possible for a monarchy, in which one man is allowed
to do as he pleases without control, to be a well-consti-
tuted government? If you were even to invest the best
of men with the sovereign power, he would soon cast off
his previous wisdom and moderation. Envy is implanted
in every man from his birth, and insolence is likewise
engendered in a king by the advantages which surround
him. The possession of these two vices leads him to
indulge in every other. Stung by envy, he commits
many nefarious actions; and, puffed up by insolence, he
indulges in many vices. One would think that a sove-
reign should be free from envy because he possesses all
things; but the contrary is always to be found. He
envies the best citizens, takes delight in the company of
the worst, and readily listens to the envious reports of
calumny. In his behavior toward his subjects, he is
the most inconsistent of all men. Treat him with moder-
ate respect, and he is offended at the slightness of the
honor. Prostrate yourselves before him and he is of-
fended at the grossness of the flattery. His insolence
again is unbearable. He alters the established institu-
tions of the country, takes whom he pleases to be his
wives and concubines, and puts men to death without
judicial trial. On the other hand, a democratic govern-
ment, where every citizen enjoys an equality of rights
and privileges, is the fairest upon earth, and can mot be
guilty of the excesses which are practiced by a sovereign.
Archons and Prytanes obtain their offices by the ballot,
and are not only responsible to the people for the just
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performance of their several duties, but are also obliged
to submit their plans to the people before carrying them
into execution. I therefore give it as my deliberate
opinion, that we should abrogate the Persian monarchy
altogether, and establish a democratic in its stead, for
in the government of the many is to be found every
virtue.’

¢ Secondly spoke Megabyzus, who advocated an oli-
garchy, thus: ‘I perfectly agree with what Otanes has
said about abolishing the Persian monarchy; but when
he bids us place the government in the hands of the
people, he evidently shuts his ears to the counsel of the
wise. No one can be more foolish or insolent than an
ignorant mob. It would, therefore, be madness in us,
after throwing off the insolence of a tyrant, to fall under
the insolence of an ungovernable multituade. When a
sovereign commits a tyrannical act, he does it knowingly,
and is therefore, to some extent, restrained by his own
conscience. But the multitude are totally ignorant of
every thing; they have never been taught hitherto, nor
have the means of knowing now; they would, therefore,
rush on without reflection, and overwhelm the state like
a winter torrent swollen with rain and snow. Let those,
then, who desire the ruin of the Persians adopt a democ-
racy; but let us transfer the sovereign power to a coun-
cil of nobles, among whom we ourselves shall be included ;
and thus we may reasonably expect that the best coun-
sels will proceed from the best men.”

¢ Thirdly, Darius, son of Hystaspes, advocated a mon-
archy, thus: ‘I, for my part, perfectly agree with what
Megabyzus has said concerning a democracy; but I am
entirely opposed to his proposal for the establishment of
an oligarchy. Let us examine the three different forms
of government, —namely, democracy, oligarchy, and mon-
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archy; and, for the sake of argument, let us consider
each one as ‘the best of its kind ; and if we-then compare
one with the other, we shall find the monarchical form of
government to be the best of all. In the best of mon-
archies will be seen one good man acting upon the wisest
plans, governing the people without blame, and keeping
his designs perfectly secret from all who are ill-affected
toward the State. In the best of oligarchies, however,
though the council of nobles will exert its energies for
the public good, yet strong private feuds will spring up
among its members. Thus factions will arise, and fac-
tions will bring on murders; and this dreadful state of
things ean only be terminated by some one seizing the
supreme power and establishing a monarchy, which alone
proves it to be the better government. Last of all, we
come to a democracy ; and, under the indiscriminate gov-
ernment of the people, it is impossible but that many
evils should spring up. These evils, however, do not so
much arise from the private animosities of the evil-dis-
posed, as from the powerful combinations of party; and
these party struggles continue until some one of the peo-
ple stands forward and puts them down ; and on this very
account the people will admire him and make him their
king. This termination again proves that a monarchy
is the best government that can be adopted. But, to sum
up every thing, let me ask this question :—Whence came
the freedom of Persia from the Median yoke? Who gave
it? Was it a democracy, or an oligarchy, or a mon-
archy? I need scarcely remind you that we obtained our
freedom through our just and great king Cyrus. It is
therefore my opinion, that, as we were made free by a
monarch, so we ought to preserve a monarchical govern-
ment; and that we ought, on no account, to subvert the
righteous institutions of our great and glorious ancestors.’
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¢ Darius, the son of Hystaspes, having thus spoken,
four out of the seven declared themselves to be of his
opinion ; and thus the Persian monarchy was preserved,
and Darius was shortly afterward invested with the sove-

reignty.”

¢ This is a wise book,” said Herodotus, when the slave
had finished reading; I should like to study it alone.”

‘Take it, by all means,” responded Euphorion; ¢“I
freely make you a present of it.”

Herodotus took it from the hand of the slave, and what
was his surprise to see that it was written in the well-
known handwriting of his own father, Lyxes. He could
scarcely believe his eyes.

“What,” he cried, “did you mean by saying that
this book was written by a good Athenian democrat ?”

‘ You have already I see, discovered the author,” said
Euphorion. “Your father desired me to deliver it into
your hands ; but I had a mind to hear whether you had
become too good a democrat to admire it. It is all sophis-
try, and some day we will go over its arguments together.
What say you now to a walk along the banks of the Ilis-
sus, or a stroll into the agora ?”’

¢ QOh, the walk through the groves near the Ilissus,
by all means,” said Herodotus. And the two left the
house, and wandered forth in company.
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HEeroporus resided at Athens for several weeks in the
house of Euphorion, during which he every day made
himself more and more acquainted with her citizens and
her institutions. He found, indeed, that the manners of
the people accorded exceedingly well with his own tastes.
He would rise early in the morning, soon after sunrise,
and take his light breakfast of bread and wine in his own
room ; then he would walk to the agora and hear the
news, and stroll along the banks of the Ilissus with Eu-
phorion or some of his friends; and generally once a
day he paid a visit to the gymnasium. Not unfrequently,
also, he walked to the Piraeus and saw if any ships came
in; and he called more than once at the house of the
father-in-law of his friend Phylarchus, and soon had the
pleasure of seeing the worthy captain, and the wife which
had occasioned so much trouble with the oracles. Of this
quiet Athenian damsel we have nothing to record. Of
course she was many years younger than Phylarchus,
and perhaps young enough to be his daughter; but he
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certainly had no reason to doubt his own felicity. She
was evidently as attached to him as he was devoted to
her; and as navigation was considered to be far too dan-
gerous an occupation for the winter season, it may be
readily supposed that Phylarchus spent a few months
with his young wife in a state of unalloyed happiness.

It is hardly to be expected that Herodotus should see
much of his sea-faring friend during this, his first visit to
Athens. Their occupations were essentially different.
While Phylarchus was squaring the aocounts of his last
voyage, and preparing for a new expedition, Herodotus
was looking on at a dicastery or attending a public assem-
bly, or, in short, doing any thing by which he could be-
come better acquainted with the trade of Athens, her
laws, or her democracy. Indeed, the democratic usages
and institutions of Athens made a very. great impression
upon Herodotus, as they were sure to do upon a young
foreigner who had been brought up under monarchical in-
stitutions. At Sparta, the modesty of the young men
and the veneration paid to old age were carried to the
extreme; and Herodotus being both young and a for-
eigner, had fould himself for a long time but little more
regarded than a helot. At Athens, however, the younger
citizens considered themselves as important as their fa-
thers; and swaggered through the agora, speechified in
the pnyx, or shouted in the dicastery with as much con-
sequence as a citizen of twenty years’ standing. More-
over, the younger men at Athens were far less under the
control of their elders than those at Sparta, or at any
other Greek city which Herodotus had as yet visited.
Those with whom he came into contact were tolerably
well supplied with money and indulged in amusements
equally as expensive, though, perhaps, more manly than
those of the Corinthian gallants. Horse-racing, chariot-
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driving, hunting, cock and quail fighting, with an occa-
sional rattle at the dice-box, would sometimes clear out
a young Athenian just when he wanted to buy a hand-
some suit of armor to join the garrison at Megara, or
procure a respectable outfit for the Aigean fleet. -

Herodotus liked this free and independent kind of life.
He had obtained his money from Phylarchus, and had
no objection to amusement, so long as it was unaccom-
panied by vice. A merry symposium, or a rapid drive
through the rural demes, were very enjoyable; though
the unevenness of the soil of Attica occasioned perpetual
accidents. But at Athens, as well as in other learned
cities of modern times, there were a set of reckless stupid
fellows yclept triballi, who thought there could be no fun
without mischief, and were consequently carefully avoid-
ed by all young men of sense and reputation. Indeed,
the triballi would get stupidly intoxicated early in the
day; quarrel and fight over their horses, dogs, cocks, or
quails ;- pitch into the fortunate winners at astragali or
dice; or lie in wait and frightfully ill-use any one, slave
or free citizen, who chanced to offend them.

There was another circumstance which rendered our
traveler’s residence at Athens exceedingly agreeable.
The Spartans hated foreigners, while the Athenians were
by no means averse to them. At Sparta, therefore, he
had not unfrequently been insulted during the early part
of his stay in that jealous and severe city ; but at Athens
the curious and open-hearted citizens received him with
the greatest cordiality from the very fact of his having
come from the opposite shores of the Agean. Euphorion
especially took pleasure in the society of his guest, and
kindly used every endeavor to promote his amusement.
Day after day passed away, and Herodotus still continued
to live in the house of his entertainer; though he very
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aspirations for fame as he had experienced 'in the valley
of Olympia. He was inspired with a burning desire to
know more of man and of his actions, more of heroes and
of their immortal deeds. He began to contemn his own
ignorance, his mistaken notions of great events, his one-
gided view of politics and governments. It was therefore
with a strange dissatisfaction with what he had, and a
strange craving for what he had not, that he again en-
tered the house of Euphorion, and hurried weary and dis-
pirited to his own chamber.

The very next day he was called upon by Phylarchus
to make preparations for a long-and even dangerous voy-
age. Two merchants from Olbia, on the Euxine, had
agreed with the worthy and experienced captain upon a
joint expedition to the Black Sea, to purchase gold and
furs of the Scythians; and perhaps, as the vessel was a
large one, to bring back a cargo of corn and slaves. The
‘voyage out, if the weather proved favorable, would oc-
cupy nearly three months ; and Phylarchus had arranged
to return to the Propontis or Sea of Marmora at the lat-
ter end of the summer, and spend the winter at Byzan-
tium, on the site now occupied by the city of Constanti-
nople. The time, however, which such a long run would
occupy, could scarcely be calculated. As many of the
ins and outs of the coast of Macedonia and Thrace the
navigation was very dangerous. The winds even during
the summer were also very treacherous both in the Agean
and in the Euxine or Black Sea; and a sudden squall
might occasion more damage in three minutes than could
be remedied in days. Phylarchus therefore strictly cau-
tioned Herodotus to take as much of warm clothing with
him as would defy the intense cold of the northern cli-
mate should they be compelled to winter in any distant

port.
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Scythia, in the time of our history, occupied the whole
of the Crimea, together with that part of Southern Rus-
sia which lies between -the mouths of the Danube and
banks of the river Don. The furthest port to which Phy-
larchus was bound was the Greek settlement of Olbia, atthe
mouth of the river Dnieper, not far from the modern town
of Cherson, and about seventy miles from Odessa. It
will thus be seen that the course of this voyage ran along
that line of coast which has been familiarized to every
Englishman by the present war against Russia—namely,
first along the western and northern shores of the Zfigean;
then through the Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmora, and
the Channel of Constantinople; and lastly, along the
western shore of the Black Sea, past the mouths of the
Danube to the mouth of the Dnieper. This line of coast,
as far as the Danube, belonged to Northern Greece, Ma-
cedonia, and Thrace, and now answers to the modern ter-
ritories of Turkey in Europe. Beyond the Danube com-
menced the Scythian territory; a region which answers
to the modern provinces of Wallachia and Moldavia, and
the countries of the Ukraine, the Nogays, the Don Cos-
sacks, and the Tartars of the Crimea.

Macedonia was divided from Northern Greece by a
range called the Cambunian mountains: Thrace, again,
was divided from Macedonia by an arm of the Balkan,
called Mount Dysorum, just as the north-western corner
of the ZAigean, where the three-pronged peninsula of
Chalcidice runs out into the Archipelago. On its north-
ern side it was separated from Scythia by the river
Danube. Thrace was thus a huge square mass of country
divided into two by the Balkan range ; having the Zgean
and Sea of Marmora on its south, the Black Sea on its
east, the Danube on its north, and a boundary line,
partly indicated by Mount Dysorum, may be drawn to
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mark its western frontier. The coasts of Southern
Thrace, Macedonia, and Northern Greece, were cele-
brated as the route by which Xerxes, after crossing the
Hellespont or Dardanelles, invaded Greece by sea and
land; while the line of coast northward from the Hel-
lespont over the Balkan range and river Danube into the
territory of Scythia, was celebrated as the track by
which Darius, the son of Hystaspes, invaded the Scy-
thian territory.

A voyage to the Crimea is considered but a small
thing in the present day, however disastrous may be its
results. In ancient times the neighboring ports were
frequently visited by Greek merchants, and the coasts of
the Black Bea were studded with Greek colonies; but
yet Scythia was considered to be almost as remote as the
Australia of the last generation.

It was in the same spirit of adventure as that in which
young Englishmen sometimes hurry off to the South
Seas, and examine the institutions of Malays and other
savages, that our young traveler prepared for his great
voyage to Olbia. As he was not going out, like Phy-
larchus and the two other merchants, for the purposes of
trade, he laid in no stock of wine, and only bought a
few brightly-colored garments and tinseled ornaments
as presents, together with arms and armor, and a suffi-
ciency of winter clothing. Meantime, however, the
worthy captain and his two partners had laid in a tre-
mendous stock of goods for barter. Skins of wine of
excessive potency, smartly dyed sashes and vests, glitter-
ing baubles, and an immense number of other articles of
similar worthlessness and attractiveness, were taken for
the purpose of dealing with the natives; while articles
of greater use and of more refined luxury were shipped
for the more legitimate trading with the Greek settlers,
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or with the foreign merchants who came in caravans from
the far interior. Among other things, too, Phylarchus
insisted upon taking on board a quantity of ugly mis-
shapen monsters of baked clay, which he had purchased
from Glaucus, the Corinthian. Herodotus saw these
monsters in a warehouse in the Pirseus, and thought
Phylarchus must be mad ; but the two Olbiopolitan mer-
chants, who happened to be present, warmly approved of
the exportation, and evidently set their affections upon
the most evil-featured, hideously-deformed demons in the
whole collection.

‘“Pray for what reason,” cried our traveler to the
worthy captain, ‘ are you going to load the ship’s hold
with that pack of ill-omened barbarian images ?’’

“They will make very good barbarian gods " replied
Phylarchus, with a grin.

“Grods !” cried Herodotus.

‘ Ay, ay,” replied the captain; ¢ there is always a
good trade for gods in the interior. .The merchants at
. Olbia will buy them at once, and sell them. Zeus only
knows where. The Scythians, it is true, worship no
images ; but there are hosts of savages on the Black Sea
and in the interior who worship idols, and who always
break up their old gods when it lightens, or when they
are defeated in battle, and then, of course, are ready to
buy a fresh lot.”

“What! such ferocious-looking images as these
are?”’ -

“ Ay, ay, the uglier the better! Why I have seen
the barbarians on the Black Sea sacrifice human victims
to an old sword ; and I have no doubt but that hecatombs
of prisoners will be sacrificed to some of these brick-bat
deities.”

“ Their oracles must be worth consulting. Had you
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not better inquire of one of them concerning your first-
born?”’ remarked Herodotus.

¢ Gro and make ready,”’ replied the captain; ¢ we sail
in seven days.” i

But though Herodotus was willing to jest upon the
trade in deities, yet his religious feelings sustained a
gimilar shock to that which they had encountered in the
warehouse of Glaucus. A year and a half had elapsed
gince he had visited Corinth; and he was no longer the
same retiring Dorian youth who had refused to listen to
the sneers of the philosophers of Samos. He had im-
bibed a little of the independence of the democratic
Athenian. He had learned to exercise his own judgment
upon men and things. But in all religious matters, he
was as reverent and believing as ever, for so were the
Athenians. Not indeed regarding the gods of Hellas
with that holy awe and spiritual adoration with which
the true Christian bends before the mercy-seat of the
Eternal Father; but more with the childlike confiding-
ness, the reiterated prayers, and tearful entreaties with
which the simple-minded and imaginative Roman Catholic
addresses the several saints in his legendary calendar, or
approaches the speaking picture of the blessed Virgin, or
the mystic symbol of the holy crucifixion.

Herodotus and his religious cotemporaries had begun
to throw off their implicit fuith in the ancient mythes,
and to consider them as based upon truth indeed, but as
having been expanded and distorted by poets, who had
not been always truly inspired by the divine Muses, and
who therefore required to be interpreted on rationalistic
principles. But they unhesitatingly believed in, and
worshiped, the gods themselves, not only as being each
possessed of individual and particular attributes, but as
being, in virtue of their divine character, mediators be-
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customed to approach all temple images with mysterious
awe, he was quite as much shocked at seeing that load
of figures shipped off in the most common manner, and
for the most common purposes of barter, as he was hurt
at thinking that, ugly and misshapen as they were, yet
they might possibly be worshiped as the images of those
wise, holy, and beneficent deities whom he had been
accustomed to revere from his earliest infancy.

It will thus be seen that Herodotus’s thoughts and
ideas generally were in a state of progression; and that
at the time he sailed from Athens to Olbia they had
reached a certain and decided stage of development.
His political views had become enlarged, with a decided
leaning toward democracy. He was more independent
and self-reliant; less sentimental, and more energetic;
less poetical, and more practical. His religious belief was
less superstitious, and perhaps more elevated. Nurses
might have thought him lax; philosophers might have
thought him dreamy ; while rakes and triballi would have
put him down for a strait-laced hypocrite. His aspira-
tions were more sound and healthy. He hoped some day
to win the admiration of his fellow-men, but he saw that
he could only obtain it by ministering to their real wel-
fare, and not by pandering to their tastes. To sum up
all, we may say that in morals he was too proud to in-
dulge in any vice; while in mind he had ceased to be
merely contemplative, and was becoming thoughtful. We
shall see how his intellectual character was still further
modified by the distant travels which he is now about to
undertake, and by other events which are more generally
incidental to the young men of all times and nations, and
which we shall describe as we best can in succeeding
chapters. ’
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Ar sunrise on a fine morning early in April, B.c. 459,
Herodotus, having made Euphorion a present of his slave,
embarked with the two merchants at the Pirseus, and
fairly set out on the long and important voyage. Turn-
ing toward the southern promontory of Attica, the voy-
agers doubled Cape Sunium the same night, and on the
second morning were sailing in a northerly direction
along the eastern coast of northern Greece. Proceeding up
the channel of Eubcea and through the straits of Euripus,
between the island of Eubcea and the main land, they
passed by Marathon; and then finally leaving the coast of
Attica, they sailed along the shores of Beeotia and Locris
toward the Maliac gulf on thesouthern frontier of Thessaly.

Herodotus went ashore in the Maliac gulf to view the
famous pass of Thermopylee ; and a day or two afterward
landed upon the northern coast of the island of Eubcea
to view the immortal beach of Artemisium. Our readers
will probably remember that ten years after the defeat of
the generals of Darius at Marathon, his son and successor,
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Xerxes, invaded Europe with an enormous army, and an
almost equally powerful navy, to carry out the subjuga-~
tion of Hellas. The barbarous tribes of Thrace and
Macedonia sullenly submitted to the overwhelming forces
of the Persian, and the enemy arrived at the Cambunian
mountaing, which form the northern frontier of European
Greece, without check or hinderance. Thessaly, the first
Greek nation on the north, was unable single-handed to
guard the pass through the Cambunian mountains against
the myriads of Xerxes; and they were therefore com-
pelled not only to submit but to unite their forces with
those of the invaders. The Persian fleet sailed to the
southern coast of Thessaly opposite the beach of Artemi-
sium in Eubcea, off which the ships of the Greek con-
federates were stationed. Greek heroism, though backed
by the blasts of Boreas, could only make a momentary
stand at Artemisium againit the overwhelming armament
of Xerxes. The allied fleet retreated to Salamis, and
there fought that. desperate and glorious battle which
gave deliverance to' Hellas. - Meantime the army of the
Persian poured through Thessaly, and tried toforce its way
through the narrow pass of Thermopylee into Locris and
Phocis, in order to trample down the corn-fields of Boeo-
tia, and ravage the consecrated soil of immortal Attica.
Then a Spartan king was equal to the crisis. A band of
heroes, brave as an army of lions, held that glorious pass
in the teeth of those haughty myriads. But treachery
did its work. Ephialtes, a Greek, lured by the hope of
gold, guided the Persian through another and a secret
pass. Leonidas and his Spartans fell gloriously at their
post. 'The Persian marauder trampled on, burning and
destroying, to the bay of Salamis. The heroism of Sparta
has brightened her name forever. The treason of Ephi-
altes is held in eternal scorn.
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At Marathon, Athens had dashed fearlessly and impet-
uously upon the astonished barbarian. At Thermopylse,
Leonidas and his martyrs sought only to die in the cause
of Hellas, to *fall unconquered and unconquerable. At
Marathon the Athenians poured down a rocky slope upon
the enemy in the plain. At Thermopylse the Spartans
stood in a narrow way, with a mountain wall on one side,
and the shallow sea on the other. Thermopyle, or Hot
Gates, consisted of two narrow openings, having an inter-
mediate mile of enlarged road and hot springs between
them. Leonidas, with an allied force of about 4000 men,
encamped in the intermediate space to guard the front
entrance, which was only wide enough to admit a single
chariot. He hoped to be able to hold the position until
the main army of the allies could march up. Then
the information reached him that there existed a secret
path over the otherwise inaccessible mountain wall on
his left, and that by that path a division of the Persian
army might advance and take him in the rear. He at
once dispatched a thousand Phocians from his small army
to guard the mountain path. Meantime the whole Persian
army advanced upon Thermopylee. Throughout two days
of desparate conflict Leonidas held the pass against the
bravest and best of the invaders. Xerxes, in spite of
his innumerable forces, became fairly alarmed. He could
make no impression upon the forces of Leonidas. The
pass appeared impracticable. At last Ephialtes, the das-
tard traitor, betrayed the fatal secret to the great king.

In one dark and never-to-be-forgotten night, the Per-
sian imperial guard, known by the name of the Immortals,
moved along the secret mountain-path, led by the sordid
betrayer of Hellas. These Immottals consisted of 10,000
picked infantry, under the command of Hydarnes. The
thick forest of oaks which covered the mountain, together
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with the darkness of the night, prevented the advance
from being observed by the Greek pickets. In the deep
stillness of daybreak—a stillness which is so remarkable
in Greece—the measured tramp of the Persian Immor-
tals upon the rustling leaves at last reached the ears of
the thousand Phocians. Ina moment they sprang to
their arms, and saw that the wood was full of warriors.
Hydarnes feared they were Spartans; but, learning the
truth from Ephialtes, he drew up his Immortals in battle
array. A shower of Persian arrows obliged the Phocians
to give way; but the gallant band only retired to the
mountain-top, and there prepared to sell their lives as
dearly as they could. « Hydarnes cared not to pursue
them : he only sought to clear Thermopylee of Leonidas
and his army; and therefore hurried down the mount-
ain to take the Spartan in the rear.

Meantime the fatal truth had reached the little camp
at Thermopylse. Scouts ran down the hill with the news
that the mountain path was in the hands of the Persians.
The officiating seer who performed the morning sacrifice
read the approach of death in the portentous aspect of
the victims. Small time was there for a council of war;

- still smaller time for men to decide whether to retreat or
die. The allies generally were for a precipitate flight.
Leonidas at once dismissed them ; but resolved to stay
himself with his three hundred Spartans. Death stared
him in the face, but the laws of Sparta required him to
stand to his post, to conquer or to die; and he, the de-
s¢endant of Heracles, was resolved to sell his life in that
terrible pass in & manner worthy of Sparta, and worthy
of her Heracleid kings. But it was not only his duty,
his honor, and his aspiration for immortal renown which
determined him to perform this noble self-sacrifice. One
loftier thought inspired him. It had been told at Delphi
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that men sprung from Perseus would either take Sparta,
or Sparta must mourn the loss of a king ; for the Persian
monarch was indued with the strength of Zeus, and no
force could resist him. These were the words of the
oracle :—
“Hear me, ye citizens of spacious Sparta!

Either your glorious town must be destroyed

By the fell hands of warriors sprung from Perseus,

Or else the confines of fair Lacedmon

Must mourn a king of Heracleidan race.

For all the strength of lions and of bulls

Is naught to him who has the strength of Zeus;

And never shall that monarch be restrained

Until he takes your city or your king.”

Thus Leonidas determined to devote himself and ns three
hundred for the salvation of Sparta.

Seven hundred Beeotians refused to leave Leonidas and
his Spartans. The seer, Megistias, who had read the will
of the gods in the morning sacrifice, would not be sent
away with the allies. Thus a thousand men remained
to hold that pass against the millions of Persia.

It had been settled in the Persian camp-that Xerxes
and the main army should advance against the Greeks a
little before noon, by which time Hydarnes and his Im-
mortals would be in the rear of Leonidas. Accordingly
Xerxes having poured out libations to the gods at sun-
rise, began his attack upon Thermopylee about eleven
o'clock, A. M. Onward came the trampling lines of the
overwhelming barbarians. Leonidas and his devoted band
knew that death was certain; that all was lost directly
the Immortals should arrive at their rear. Their only
thought was to thrust and slay for so long as the gods
should grant them life. The narrow pass no longer gave
them elbow-room. Out they marched into the wider
road to form a wider front. Each man clinched his teeth
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and grasped his spear. That morn they were living men ;
that night they would be hero martyrs. Not a single
heart trembled at the thought; every man was nerved
for Hellas and for Sparta.

Onward came the glittering and innumerable Persians.
The Persian- van charged and fell, but on pressed the
mighty host, trampling underfoot their shrieking com-
rades.  Still the heavy-armed Spartan speared them
down. The Persian scourges forced on their own shrinking
squadrons. The Spartan ranks, fierce and immovable,
thrust them back with murderous spears. Persians
dashed into the shallow sea rather than face the Spartan,
and bubbled up their drowning prayers to barbarian gods.
Spears were broken, but the Greeks drew their swords
and slaughtered thousands. Men staggered through
streams of blood and climbed hills of slain. Leonidas
fell, and round his bleeding body arose the last and dead-
liest struggle. Four times the Persians carried it off,
four times the Greeks rescued it by desperate valor. The
Immortals at last arrived. An unconquered and uncon-
querable remnant of Spartans fell back upon a small
rising ground. The Persians, like an infuriated mob,
pressed the lion-hearted warriors on all sides, but still .
the slaughtering work went on. The barbarians threw
stones and javelins, but the Greeks cut them down with
their swords, or flew on them with their fists and teeth.
Thus fought and fell that glorious band; and such were
the men of Sparta!

Twenty years had passed away, when Herodotus land-

" ed at Thermopylse. He had but short time for the visit,
but he walked through the pass and saw the spot near
the rising ground where Leonidas fought and fell, and
where a stone lion had been erected to his eternal mem-
ory. He also gazed on the other monuments and in-
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soriptions which marked the spot. Over the grave of
those who fell before Leonidas dismissed the allies, were
the following words:

“From Peloponnesus came four thousand men,
And on this spot fought with three hundred myriads”

Over the tomb of the Spar.tans were the following :

“Go, stranger! tell at Sparta that her sons
Lie here obedient to their country’s laws.”

And over the tomb of Megistias the seer, was the fol-
lowing inscription, written by his friend Simonides, the
old Greek poet of Ceos :

“The monument of fam’d Megistias,
Slain by the Medes, what time they passed the Spercheus:

A seer, who, though he knew impending fate,
Would not desert the gallant sons of Sparta.”

We need scarcely say that Herodotus's heart was full
as he gazed upon these spirit-stirring objects; and such
thoughts would not lightly pass away. During the fol-
lowing days he passed many other spots which had be-
come memorable during that great war. = Leaving the
Maliac gulf, he passed the beach of Artemisium on the
northern shore of Eubcea, where the Greek fleet had per-
formed prodigies of valor, while their brethren were
guarding Thermopyle. Then coasting northward along
the shore of Thessaly, he passed the places where the
winds and waves had destroyed ‘many of the Persian
ships, and been a sign to Hellas that the gods themselves
would deliver her cities if her citizens would but remain
united against the common foe.

Thessaly possessed the largest territory in Hellas, but
Phylarchus could not wait while Herodotus spent any
time on shore. Our traveler, however, landed at Tempe,
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and saw the wonderful ravine of the great river Peneus.
The’ beautiful and romantic valley of Tempe, between
the ‘mountains of Olympus and Ossa, is about five miles
long, and forms the principal pass between Thessaly and
Macedonia. Herodotus was most delighted with the
wild and lovely scenery. The river Peneus traverses
the entire glen, and on each side of it the rocks rise
precipitously from the bed of the stream, and in some
places leave so little room that the road is absolutely cut
in the solid rock. Five rivers fall into the Peneus, and
thus discharge themselves through the narrow vale of
Tempe into the sea. Herodotus was told by some Thes-
salians that in ancient times this outlet did not exist, and
that Thessaly was then covered by an immense lake or
sea, surrounded on all sides by lofty mountains. The
Thessalians also said that the outlet was formed by great
Poseidon, the god of the sea and shaker of the earth;
and when Herodotus had fully €xamined the wonderful
ravine, he was of the same opinion, for he saw that
the two mountains must most decidedly have been
severed by an earthquake. When Xerxes invaded Hel-
las he did not march his army through this ravine, but
through another pass in the: Cambunian mountains,
called the Pass of Gonnus. He, however, paid a visit
to Tempe, and when he saw its extraordinary formation,
he could not refrain from commending the prudence of
the Thessalians in surrendering to him at once; for,
he said, if they had attempted to hold out, I could easily
have dammed up the Peneus and inundated the whole
country.

After some days’ voyage along the coast of Thessaly,
the voyagers at last reached the frontiers of Macedonia,
and coasted round the Thermaic gulf, and the three-
pronged peninsula of Chalcidice. The only point on the
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whole of the Macedonian coast which attracted our travel.
ers’ attention was the furthest prong of Chalcidice to-
ward the east, which was known by the name of Mount
Athos. It consisted of a large and celebrated mountain,
stretching out into the sea, and joined to the continent
by an isthmus only a mile and a half across. Before
Darius had dispatched those generals against Athens,
who were defeated at Marathon, the Persian, Mardonius,
had set off with a large armament for a similar purpose,
but the fleet had been almost entirely destroyed by a
storm off Athos. It seems that while this Persian fleet
were endeavoring to double the promontory, a terrible
and irresistible wind sprang up from the north and
wrecked 800 vessels; and upward of 20,000 men were
either seized and destroyed by the monsters which were
said to reside in the depths of the sea, or else were
dashed against the rocks and drowned, or else perished
from the intensity of the cold. In order to avoid a
similar calamity, Xerxes had cut a canal through this
isthmus which was well worth seeing. Accordingly,
Herodotus spent a day there, and learned all the par-
ticulars of the excavation, while Phylarchus conducted
his ship round the promontory; the canal having been
again filled up in the middle, in order to allow a more
ready land passage into and out of the peninsula.

Three years were employed in the excavation of this
canal. Men of all nations were sent out from the army,
and compelled to dig under the lash in successive sets,
while the inhabitants of the surrounding country were
also compelled to take a share in the labor. The exca-
vation was thus managed. A straight line was drawn at
the narrow part of the isthmus, where the country was
very level; and the entire space was allotted in parcels
to the several nations that were employed. In the pro-
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gress of the excavation the earth dug out was handed up
from man to man from the bottom of the canal to the top;
the whole being performed by hand, without the aid of
cranes or barrows. The canal was made sufficiently wide
for two triremes to pass abreast, and the Pheenicians
showed their superior intelligence by being the only
people who took the precaution of beginning the excava-
tion at a breadth far greater than that prescribed, so as to
enable them to gradually narrow the canal as they ap-
proached the bottom, and leave a convenient slope for the
sides. The others dug straight down, so that their time
a8 well as their toil was doubled by the continual falling
in of the sides. Should any of our readers ever follow
in the steps of Herodotus, they will find that this canal
of Xerxes is still most distinctly to be traced all the way
across the isthmus, with the exception of about 200 yards
in the center.

Macedonia was anciently inhabited by a number of
warrior tribes bearing different names, but acknowledging
* & common nationality. In the century previous to Herod-
otus’s visit, these tribes were divided into distinct petty
principalities, of which the Macedonians, properly so
called, only formed one. From a singular legend, which
we shall presently relate, it would appear that a Greek
adventurer from the city of Argos, in the Peloponnesus,
became sovereign of the Macedonians proper, and of
some of the neighboring tribes; and that his successors
gradually extended their rule until the Macedonian
empire stretched from the borders of Greece to those
of Thrace, and to an unknown distance in the interior.
When: our traveler visited the country, Alexander,
the son of Amyntas, was king of Macedonia, and his
territory extended from the Cambunian mountains to
Mount Dysorum. It was in the century after Herod-
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otus’s visit that Macedonia attained its greatest celebrity
and power, under the scepters of Philip and Alexander
the Great.

Herodotus tried to learn something of the history of
Macedonia, but without much success. He had been
" already told the legend connected with the establishment
of the reigning dynasty on the throne of Macedonia ; and
this legend is so well worth repeating as a sample of the
old historical traditions which were preserved by the
early Greek logographers, that we can not do better than
present it to the reader in full.

¢In ancient days, when the children of Heracles, the
hero, had subdued nearly all the cities of the Pelopon-
nesus, the city of Argos was given to Temenus, the son
of Aristomachus, and great-great-grandson of Heracles
himself. Then Temenus became king of Argos, and his
first-born after him; and from that time the princes and
the daughters belonging to the royal house of ~Argos
were called the race of the Temenids.

¢ In process of time there lived at Argos three brothers
of poor estate, but they were Temenids; and the names
of the three were Gauanes, Eropus, and Perdiccas.
One day the youngest brother said to the two elders,
¢ My brethren, let us not stay in Argos and starve; but
let us leave our clty, and work for strangers, and obtam
food and wages.” And the advice of the youngest brother
was followed by the two elder ones; and the three went
to the land of Illyria, and from thence into Macedonia,
and at last reached the city of Lebeea, where dwelt the
king of Macedonia. This king took the three brothers
into his house and hired them as servants. And Gauanes,
the elder, had the charge of the horses ; and Aropus, the
second, had the charge of the oxen; and Perdiccas, the
youngest, had the charge of the sheep and of the goats.
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» “In those days the people paid no tribate, and the
king was therefore no richer than his subjects ; while the
queen cooked the meat and baked the bread for all the
household. One day, when the queen had baked the loaves
for the three brothers of the race of Temenus, she saw
that the loaf of Perdiccas was twice the size of the other
loaves ; and this prodigy continued many days. Accord-
ingly, she went to the king, her husband, and said to
him, ¢ Master, every day I have made and baked the
bread, and have madeall the loaves of the same size; but
after the bread is baked, I find that the loaf of Perdiccas,
the youngest of the three men, is twice as large as the
other loaves.” ¢Then,” said the king, ‘it is a prodigy,
and bodeth ill.” And he sent for the three men and dis-
missed them, without making any complaint, or paying
any wages. Accordingly, the three brothers cried out
in their wrath, ¢ Give us our wages, and we will go.’

¢ And the fire was not kindled; but the chimney in
the roof was open, and the sun’s rays came through and
shone upon the ground. And the king, being filled by
the gods with madness, stretched out his hand toward the
sunbeams, and said, ‘ Hear me, ye three men of Argos;
I give you those rays as the wages equal to your services.’
The two elder brothers stood amazed and speechless ; but
Perdiccas, the youngest, said, ¢ We accept thy offer, O
king I’ And the king answered never a word, but girded
up his raiment, and went out into the streets of the city.

“Then Perdiccas took a knife, and drew a circle on
the ground around the place where the rays fell; and
then placing himself under the rays, he drew them three
times upon his bosom. ‘Having so done he left the house,
and was accompanied by his two brothers. A chedo-
nian, however, had seen the action of Perdiccas, and went
and told it to the king. And the king immediately ex-
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claimed to the men who were standing by, ¢ Take your.
. horses, and pursue the three brothers, and slay them, and
bring their heads to the royal house.’ The attendants
at once mounted their horses, and hotly pursued the three
fugitives. :

¢ In that region, however, there is a great river. The
three brothers crossed the river ; but when the horsemen
came up to the bank and prepared to follow, the waters
rose, and they dared not venture. Meantime the three
brothers proceeded in safety to the gardens of Midas,
the same where wild roses grow with sixty leaves, and
surpass all others in fragrance. In these gardens Silenus
was taken when drunk with wine, and was bound with
wreaths of flowers. There the three brethren settled
down, and took the land for a possession ; and thence they
went out, and conquered all the country of Macedonia.
And the first Temenid king of Macedonia was Perdiccas;
and the sixth king was Amyntas; and the seventh king
was Alexander, the son of Amyntas; and the reigning
king and all his family offered sacrifices every year to
the river which swelled its waters, and delivered the three
Temenid brothers from their pursuers.”

Such was the family tradition of the origin of the Mace-
donian monarchy. Its early history was a blank. Amyn-
tas the father of the Alexander who was on the throne at
the time of Herodotus’s visit had carried on a friendly
intercourse with the Pisistratids; and his son Alexander
was favorably disposed toward the Athenian democracy.
Amyntas and Alexander had successively tendered their
submission to Darius and Xerxes; but when the envoys
of Darius first arrived to demand the customary earth
and water, they were put to death by Alexander, who
was at that time a very young man, under the follow-
ing circumstances. The Persian envoys were very illus-

-
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trious generals; and the.king Amyntas not only prom-
ised submission, but invited them to a magnificent feast.
Accordingly the Persians attended the banquet and drank
very freely of the wine, for temperance was by no means
one of their national virtues. At last they expressed a
great desire to see the ladies of the royal household ; and
though it was contrary to the customs both of Greece
and Macedonia for any ladies to be present at a drinking
party, yet king - Amyntas, out of excessive fear of the
Persian power, introduced all the princesses to the noble
strangers. The envoys, however, treated the ladies with
disrespect, and their conduct threw the young prince
Alexander into a boiling rage. He persuaded his father,
Amyntas, to retire, and said to the guests, * The ladies
have come to the feast without their festival ornaments.
Suffer them to retire for a few moments, and decorate
themselves, and then I am certain you will respect their
beauty.”” Meantime he dressed a number of smooth-
faced young men in ladies’ costume, armed them with
daggers, and brought them to the feast in the reom of the
princesses. The Persian envoys were too much intoxi-
cated to perceive the difference, and quickly made room
for the supposed damsels to sit among them. Then
Alexander gave the signal, and each Macedonian youth
plunged his dagger into a Persian’s bosom, and thus ob-
tained a bloody revenge for the insult upon the ladies of
the royal household. ~All the attendants of the envoys
perished the same night, and all their carriages and bag-
gage disappeared as though they had never been in the
country. .

Not a single man escaped to tell the tale ; but as the
embassy never returned to Persia, inquiries were set on
foot, and a number of troops were sent under Bubares,
the general, to make the necessary search. The matter
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soon became serious. King Amyntas was getting fright-
ened, and even his hot-headed son Alexander had begun
to repent the murderous deed. ~When, however, the
Persian commission arrived at the Macedonian court, the
prince brought his sister Gygza, who was the most beau-
tiful maiden in the country, into the presence of Bubares,
and the susceptible Oriental fell violently in love with
the Macedonian princess Alexander now saw a chance
of stopping all further inquiry, and by giving his sister
in marriage to Bubares, with a very large dower of gold
and jewels, he prevailed on the Persian to hush the mat-
ter up, and say that no information could be obtained
concerning the missing envoys. It was this same Alex-
ander who was reigning when Herodotus visited Mace-
donia. But very little more is known concerning him.
When a young man he had been permitted to contend in
the Olympic games, having proved that he was not de-
scended from a Macedonian ancestor but from a Greek
stem, namely, from the Temenids of Argos. Shortly be-
fore the battle of Plataea he was sent to Mardonius to per-
suade the Athenian democracy to submit to Persia ; but
we need scarcely say that his mission was unsuccessful.
Notwithstanding his sister’s marriage with Bubares, he
heartily hated the Persian supremacy, and a day or two
before the conflict at Plateea he gave the Athenians such
information concerning the Persians as would further the
Greek cause, and entreated them, if they obtained the
victory, to assist him likewise in throwing off the yoke
of Persia. It is a great pity that Herodotus could learn
so little of this half-barbarous prince; but Macedonia
was not at that period much of a place for commerce, and
Phylarchus was eager to get on to Thrace and Scythia,
to which countries we shall now introduce the readef as
speedily as possible.
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THRACE, in the time of Herodotus, included that
square mass of country which extends northward from the
ZAigean to the right bank of the Danube, and answers to
the modern territories of Bulgaria, Rumilia, and eastern
Macedonia. On the west is the river Strymon, on the
east is Constantinople and the Black Sea, while the
interior is filled up by the craggy and preclpmous mount-
ains of the Balkan range.

The whole of this region was occupied by a number of
ferocious and untamable tribes, each of which was known
by its particular appellation, though the members of all
were called by the common name of Thracians. The
Pmomans a less savage nation, which was neither Mace-
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donian nor Thracian, likewise occupied the banks of the
river Strymon and other fertile lands in the western
quarter, while settlers from different parts of Hellas pos-
sessed certain ports along the coast. These ports were
very dangerous acquisitions, for the settlers were con-
stantly liable to an attack from some wild Thracian tribe,
who, disregarding the laws of commerce, would sack the
entire place, and murder every Greek inhabitant. * The
gold, however, which could be obtained from Scapte Hyle
and the mines near the Strymon, and the extensive traf-
fic in slaves which every where prevailed, induced many
a hardy emigrant to brave all dangers rather than retire
from so profitable a locality.

The only ports worth mentioning, at which Herodotus
landed in his course from Mount Athos to the Dardanelles,
were those of Eion and Abdera; and here he obtained
nearly all the information which he ever procured con-
cerning the habits and manners of the Thracians. The
difference between the Greek settlers and the wild and
ferocious aborigines, was as strongly marked as that
between the English emigrant and the savage Red Indjan
of a century and a half ago. The rude barbarians of
Thrace would do no work at all, unless forced by the
most urgent necéssity. They considered it a great dis-
grace to cultivate the soil for a livelihood, and they re-
garded war and rapine as the. most glorious and honor-
able means of obtaining a subsistence. They all practiced
polygamy, marrying as many wives as they could afford
to buy; and they were always ready and willing, in their
turn, either to sell their daughters to Thracian husbands,
or to sell either sons or daughters to those Greek mer-
chants who would export them to foreign lands. Wives
were generally well guarded, lest they should prove un-
faithful ; daughters, on the other hand, were permitted
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every freedom, and not the slightest check was placed
upon their proceedings until consigned to the care of a
husband. Tattooing was practiced to a very consider-
able extent, as all who were not tattooed were said to be
of ignoble birth. Their gods were identified by the
Greek settlers with Ares, Dionysus, and Artemis; and
Herodotus was told that they possessed a great temple
and oracle of Dionysus on one of the loftiest summits of
the Balkan. The kings or chiefs of the several tribes
traced their descent from a god whom the Greeks identi-
fied with Hermes; and this god was worshiped by the
chiefs alone, who swore only by him, and not unfre-
quently sacrificed a human victim in his honor. Among
many of the tribes, the death of the husband was followed
by the horrible suttee. On this occasion fearful contests
would rise among the several widows and their relations,
as to who had been the most beloved by the deceased
husband. When the point had at length been settled,
the favored woman or victim received the praises of all
the mourners, and was then slain upon her husband’s
togb by her nearest relative, and buried in the same
grave, while the surviving widows were supposed to con-
sider themselves to be disgraced. When a rich man died,
his body was laid out for three days. The mourners
then made great lamentations, and killed various animals
for sacrifice ; after which they all feasted, and then either
burned the body of the deceased, or simply buried it in
the grave. A great mound of earth was afterward thrown
up over the grave, and all kinds of games were practiced
upon it; the highest prizes being adjudged to those who
gained the victory in single combat. A tribe named the
Trausi, likewise observed a strange custom at births and
burials, in which they differed from all other Thracians.
‘When a child was born, its relations sat round it and de-
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plored the many ills it would have to undergo, and at the
same time enumerated the various sufferings incidental
to mankind. When, however, any one died, they buried
it in the earth with merriment and rejoicing, that now,
being released from so many ills, the departed being
would henceforth revel in perfect bliss.

While Herodotus was stopping at the port of Eion, on
the river Strymon, he paid a visit to the very strange
people who lived upon a neighboring lake named Lake
Prasias, and who, in this singular locality, were enabled
to preserve their independence against Persia. The
people actually lived upon the lake itself, in dwellings or
huts built upon planks, which were fixed on lofty poles
in the center of the lake. A single narrow bridge alone
connected this community with the main land. The
piles which supported the planks were anciently fixed at
the common charge of all the citizens, and the wood was
brought from a neighboring mountain, known as Mount
Orbelus.  Subsequently the people established a law,
that whenever a man married he should sink three piles
. for each wife, for, like the Thracians generally, they
practiced polygamy to a considerable extent. Every
man had his own hut upon his extensive platform, with
a trap-door closely fitting in the planks, and .- leading
down to the lake, and a cord was tied to the feet of the
young children to prevent their falling in. Horses and
dranght cattle were fed with fish instead of fodder; and
there was such an abundance of fish, especially of the
species named papraces and tilones, that when a man
let down a net of basket-work through the trap-door into
the lake, he drew it up again after a little time com-
pletely filled.

Between Eion and Abdera was the island of Thasos,
which kad been colonized by the Pheenicians at a very
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ancient period, and was celebrated for its gold mines. It
had been conquered by the Persians in the reign of
Darius, but, after the conclusion of the Persian war, had
been received by the Athenians into. their confederacy.
Five or six years before Herodotus’s visit, it had revolted
from Athens, but after a three years’ siege had been
subdued by Cimon the Athenian. Herodotus himself
landed and visited the mines, and was astonished at
their immense size, a large mountain having been ap-
parently thrown upside down, in the search for ore.
He was told that, before the Persian conquest, the
Thasians had derived from the mines in the island,
and from those on the opposite coast of Thrace, a clear
surplus revenue of between 200 and 300 talents yearly, a
sum which was equivalent to 50,0007. or 60,0007. sterling.

After many days’ sailing along the coast of Thrace,
and round the promontory called the Chersonesus, our
traveler and his fellow-voyagers at last entered the Hel-
. lespont, or modern Dardanelles, leaving the coast of Troy
on their right or Asiatic side, and having that of the
Chersonesus on the left or European side. "The Helles-
pont connects the Zgean with the Propontis, or Sea of
Marmora, as it is now called ; ‘it is about fifty miles in
* length, and in width varies from six miles to two, and in
some places to one mile or even less.

Both the Hellespont and the shores on either side were
famous in olden story and more recent history. Of the
immortal plains of Troy, on the Asiatic side, nothing
need be said. The history of the Athenian colonization
of the long straggling peninsula on the European side,
anciently known as the Chersonesus, or ‘‘land island,”
is, however, less ‘known, and very interesting, both as
illustrative of the manners of the time, and as connected
with the history of Miltiades, the hero of Marathon,
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and we shall therefore relate it at length as it was told
to Herodotus.

In the days when Pisistratus was tyrant, there lived
at Athens a citizen named Miltiades. This Miltiades
was the son of Cypselus, and belonged to a family of
great riches and influence at Athens, being especially
celebrated for maintaining a breed of horses for the
chariot races at Olympia, and indeed Miltiades had him-
self gained an Olympic victory. Now it so happened
that the Chersonesus was at that time in a very troubled
state. It was inhabited by a tribe of Thracians called
Doloncians; but these Doloncians were very much ha-
rassed by another Thracian tribe, named Apsinthians,
who were perpetually entering the Chersonesus for the
purposes of plunder ;- and it would seem that as the
Doloncians inhabited a maritime country, which contained
geveral Greek colonies, they had become more civilized
and wealthy, and less warlike and barbarous; and were
therefore unable to defend themselves with any success
against the wild and ferocious Aspinthians of the interior.
In this predicament, the Doloncians sent their kings to
consult the oracles at Delphi upon the best means of
carrying on the war, being probably advised to take
this step by the Greek merchants who visited their
shores. Accordingly, the kings and some other chief
men among the Doloncians proceeded to Delphi. « The
pythoness ascended the ‘sacred tripod, and received the
inspiration from Apollo; and then informed the Doloncian
deputies that they must take that man with them to
found a colony in the Chersonesus, and defend them
from the Apsinthians, who, after their departure from
the Delphian temple, should first offer hospitality to their
party. The Doloncians having received this answer,
left the temple and proceeded along the Sacred Way

~
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through Phocis and Beeotia; and then, as no one offered
them hospitality, they turned out of the road to go to-
ward Athens.

A few days after this event, Miltiades, who knew noth-
ing of the Doloncians, was sitting under the portico of
his house at Athens, enjoying the cool of the evening,
and lamenting over the tyranny of Pisistratus. Suddenly
he saw a party of foreigners marchmg along the street,
attired in long cloaks of various colors, and carrying
javelins and light bucklers. Being struck by the travel-
worn, but yet noble appearance of the strangers, he
courteously offered them shelter and hospitality. The
Doloncians of course thankfully accepted the invitation ;
and after washing their feet, and partaking of the evening
meal, they .told him all the circumstances connected
with their inquiry at Delphi, and besought him to obey
the will of the deity. Miltiades was exceedingly pleased
at hearing this relation from his illustrious guests; for
he had been much troubled by Pisistratus, and was
anxious to leave Athens. He therefore set out to consult
the oracle at Delphi on his own account, and was directed
by the pythoness to obey the previous oracle. He then
returned to Athens, and taking with him all such
Athenians as were willing to join in the expedition, he
set sail with the Doloncians, and at length arrived at the
Chersonesus. Here he was introduced to the other citi-
zens, and made tyrant or sovereign of the Chersonesus.
The Athenians and Doloncians combined were soon en-
abled to drive out the Apsinthians; and in process of
time, Miltiades built a wall right across the narrow
isthmus which connected the Chersonesus with the main
land, and thus effectually protected the promontory from
the savage invaders.

After some years, this Miltiades, the son of Cypselus,
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died, and the Chersonesians sacrificed to him as their
founder, and instituted horse-races and gymnastic con-
tests in his honor. He left no children, but his half*
brother Cimon had two sons, respectively named Stesa-
goras and Miltiades; and Stesagoras had been brought
up by his uncle in the Chersonesus for the express
purpose of succeeding him in the sovereignty. Stesa-
goras, however, was killed shortly after his accession by
a pretended deserter, who struck him on the head with
an ax as he sat in the Prytaneum; and thus the throne
was once more vacant, for Stesagoras, like his uncle, died
. childless.

Miltiades, the brother of Stesagoras, and younger son
of Cimon, was now the nearest heir. Cimon, like his
half-brother, Miltiades, the elder, had " been much
troubled by Pisistratus, and was at last banished from
Athens. During his exile he had gained an Olympic
prize in the four-horse chariot-race, and transferred the
. honor to Miltiades the elder, who was at that time still
living and reigning in the Chersonesus. At the next
Olympiad he obtained a second victory with the same
mares, and this time he transferred the honor to Pisis-
tratus, and thus obtained his own recal to Athens.
Lastly, at another Olympiad, he, with the same mares,
gained a third victory, and this time he permitted him-
self to be proclaimed the victor. When, however, Pisis-
tratus had died, and his son Hippias ruled Athens,
Cimon again fell under the ‘displeasure of the govern-
ment. But his Olympic victories had made him so
popular in the eyes of the citizens that Hippias was
afraid of sending him into another exile. Accordingly
the tyrant hired some assassins,'who waylaid Cimon by
night, and slew him near the Prytaneum. Cimon was
afterward buried in the neighborhood of the city, and
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opposite him were likewise buried the four famous mares
by which he obtained the three Olympic victories; for
they were the only mares in all Hellas that had ever per-
formed the treble event, with the exception of the mares
of Euagoras, the Spartan

Miltiades the younger had been educated by his fa.ther,
Cimon, at Athens, while Stesagoras was educated by his
uncle, Miltiades the elder, in the Chersonesus. When
Cimon died, the Pisistratids treated his son Miltiades with
the utmost kindness, irf order, if possible, to ward off the
suspicion that they had been parties to the assassination
of Cimon. When Stesagoras died, they sent Miltiades
with one ship to the Chersonesus to succeed his brother
in the sovereignty. This Miltiades was a man who evi-
dently possessed a great genius for command. On arriv-
ing at the Chersonesus he found that the inhabitants
generally were discontented with the sovereignty. Ac-
cordingly he kept himself in his late uncle’s palace un-
der pretense of honoring the memory of his late brother,
Stesagoras. The principal persons of every city through-
out the Chersonesus then assembled at the palace for the
purpose of condeling with him; upon which he threw
them all into chains, and thus obtained ready possession
of the whole of the peninsula. Further, in order to se-
cure himself in the sovereignty, he took 500 mercenaries
into his pay, and married a Thracian princess named He-
gesipyle, who was the daughter of a Thracian king named
Olorus. When Darius made his great expedition against
Scythia, Miltiades and the tyrants of the Ionian cities in
Asia Minor joined the army, and were left to guard the
bridge of boats over the Danube, by which Darius en-
tered the Scythian territory. After many days Milti-
ades advised the other Greeks to destroy the bridge, and
leave Darius and his Persians to the mercy of the Scy-
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thians, and thus throw off the Persian yoke. This prop-
osition, however, was overruled by the other tyrants, on
the ground that the existence of {heir power as petty sove-
reigns depended upon the supremacy of the Persian;
and if that supremacy was thrown off, the people of the
several cities would depose their tyrannies, and establish
democracies. Darius accordingly was enabled to effect
his retreat. Soon afterward the Scythians determined
on invading Persia, and actually marched as far as the
Chersonesus ; and Miltiades, not Baring to oppose them;
was compelled to fly ; but they retired in a very little
while, and he returned to his sovereignty, Not long after-
ward, the Ionian cities fairly revolted against Darius,
but were resubdued by the overwhelming forces of the
Persian. Miltiades soon heard that a fleet of Pheeni-
cian ships was approaching the Chersonesus to reduce it
to the Persian dominion. He therefore placed all his prop-
erty on board five triremes, and leaving the Chersonesus
to be subdued by Persia, he escaped with some difficulty
to Athens. Here his military talents were so well.appre-
ciated that when Attica was invaded by the generals of
Darius, he was chosen to be one of the ten leaders of the
Athenian army, and acted as commander-in-chief in the
great battle of Marathon. After the Persian war the
Chersonesus fell into the hands of the Athenian confeder-
acy, and such was its condition at the time of our travel-
er’s visit.

Herodotus landed at different points in the Chersonesus,
and among other places he visited the sepulcher of Helle,
who had given her name to the HeHespont. The legend
belongs to the mythic history of the family of the Afolids.
In very ancient times the great city of Orchomenus in
Beeotia was ruled by Athamas, the son of Aolus, grand-
son of Helen and great-grandson of Deucalion. Now
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Athamas, the king, wasof mortal race, butat the command
of Hera, he married the goddess Nephele, and became the
father of two children, Phrixus and Helle. After a time,
Athamas fell in love with Ino, the daughter of Cadmus,
and, putting away the goddess, he married the mortal,
and thus became father of two more children, Learchus
and Melicertes. Ino soon became jealous of the children
of Nephele, and hated them with all the hatred of a step-
mother. At last she laid a snare for the life of Phrixus.
She persuaded the women to roast the seed-wheat, and
thus, when the seed was sown it yielded no crop, and
direful famine soon overspread the land. Athamas, the
king, was terribly alarmed at this direful prodigy. He
sent to Delphi to implore the god for counsel and a rem-
edy, but through the machinations of Ino with the oracle
he received for answer that the barrenness of the fields
could only be alleviated by offering up Phrixus as a hu-
man sacrifice to the great Zeus. The distress of the peo-
ple compelled the agonized king to execute this command
in order to turn away the divine wrath. His son, Phrixus,
was led as a victim to the altar. But the power of Ne-
phele, the goddess-mother of the devoted prince, was suf-
ficient to save Phrixus. She snatched him from destruc-
tion, and procured from Hermes a ram with a fleece of
gold, upon which Phrixus and his sister Helle mounted,
and were carried across the Agean. The ram proceeded
in the direction of the Euxine Sea, and Colchis, but while
crossing the Hellespont, Helle fell off into the. narrow
strait, which was henceforth called after her. The ram,
which was endowed with speech, consoled Phrixus for the
loss of his sister, and carried him safely to Colchis, south
of the Caucasus; and here Phrixus sacrificed the ram to
Zeus, and hung up the golden flesce in the sacred grove
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of Ares, where it remained until carried off by Jason and
the Argonauts. '

Meantime King Athamas and his cruel wife, Ino, were
driven mad by the anger of the goddess Hera. Athamas
killed his own son Learchus, and would have put to death
his other son Melicertes, if Ino had not snatched him
away. She fled with him ‘through Attica toward the
Saronic gulf, and leaping into the sea became a sea-god-
dess. Her son, however, was drowned, but his body was
cast ashore, and the Nereids commanded that honors
should be paid to him as a hero.

Athamas. fled to Thessaly, and was afterward wor-
shiped as a hero in the city of Alos, where he had a
chapel and consecrated grove attached to the temple of
the Laphysitan Zeus. At Alos some sanguinary religious
rites and very peculiar family customs prevailed down
to the time of our traveler, and as they were connected
with the legend of Athamas we may mention them here.
A special curse was affixed to the family of which Atha-
mas was considered to be the heroic progenitor. The
eldest of the race was ever forbidden to enter the Pry-
taneum. If found within the doors of that building he
was seized by the citizens on going out, covered with
garlands and led in solemn procession to be sacrificed as
a victim at the altar of Zeus Laphystius. Many of the
individuals thus excluded from all the public meetings
and ceremonies, political as well as religious, were bold
enough o transgress the law. Some had been seized on
quitting the Prytaneum, and actually sacrificed; and
others had fled the country for a long time to avoid a
similar fate. : -

The voyage through the Hellespont was very slow, for
the waters of the Euxine pour through the Bosphorus
into the Propontis, and again from the Propontis through



BRIDGES OF XERXES, 405

- the Hellespont in a constant current. About half way
through the straits, and just opposite the Asiatic town of
Abydos, was the place where Xerxes constructed his
double bridge of boats for the conveyance of his immense
land forces into Europe; and here too, according to a
legend of much later date, Leander swam across to visit
the beautiful priestess Hero. Of course Herodotus was
unacquainted with the lives of Hero and Leander, but he
determined, if possible to learn exactly how the bridges
of Xerxes were constructed; and as Philarchus stopped
a short time at Abydos, our traveler landed also, and
was fortunate enough to meet with a man who had as-
gisted in the great work, and who was only too pleased
to tell him about it.

The two bridges of boats were 'm stretch from Abydos
on the Asiatic side right across the Hellespont, to the
coast near Sestos on the European side, at a point where
the strait was scarcely an English mile in breadth. The
execution of this work was intrusted to Pheenician and
Egyptian engineers, who had received orders long before
to prepare cables of extraordinary strength for the pur-
pose. The Pheenicians made their cables of flax; the
Egyptians made theirs of the fiber of the papyrus. At
last the two bridges were completed, and Xerxes was
informed that they were available for transit. At this
critical moment a violent storm arose. The cables broke
in every direction; and the ships’ which formed the
bridges were completely scattered by the tempest. The
news soon reached the Persian army, which had en-
camped in the neighborhood of Sardis. The Persians,
who were accustomed to worship the sun, to sacrifice to
rivers, and to regard all the great objects of nature as
being responsible agencies, possessing certain personal-
ities and attributes, were terrified at this demonstration
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on the part of the sea—an element which they.had been
accustomed to hold in mysterious fear. Xerxes endeav-
ored to arouse the drooping spirits of his army and
to restore their confidenee in him as the great king, by
exhibiting his own power as superior to that of the sea.
He ordered a pair of fetters to be thrown into the strait,
and likewise commanded that ‘the Hellespont should be
scourged with 800 lashes; and he charged those who
scourged the waters to cry out during the infliction of
the sentence, ‘“‘Thou bitter water | thy master inflicts
this punishment upon thee because thou hast injured him
without having suffered any barm from him. King
Xerxes will cross over thee whether thou wilt or not. It
is with justice that no man sacrifices to thee, for thou art
a deceitful and briny river.”

Xerxes next satisfied his own wrath by ordering those
who had superintended the construction of the bridges to
be immediately beheaded ; and he then employed other
engineers to reconstryct the two pontoon bridges in a
more strong and substantial manner. Each bridge now
consisted of a line of ships moored side by side across the
strait, having their sterns turned toward the Euxine, and
their prows toward the ZAgean. Each ship was moored
by anchors at the head and stern; those in the bridge
nearest the Euxine being intended to hold fast the line
of ships against the north-easterly winds which might
blow from the Euxine; and those in the bridge nearest
the Zigean being intended to hold fast that line of ships
against the south-westerly winds which might blow from
the Agean. The bridge nearest the Euxine consisted
of 360 ships; that nearest the Zgean consisted of 314
ships. Over each of the two line of ships were stretched
six vast cables from shore to shore, for the double pur-
pose of holding the ships together, and of supporting .the

\



CONSTRUCTION OF THE BRIDGES. 407

bridge-way to be laid upon them. Both bridges ran
somewhat obliquely across the channel, in order that the
current might keep up the tension of the cables; but the
bridge nearest the Zgean ran in a much more slanting
direction than the other, because, owing to the shape of
the channel in that part, the set of the current is not in
the line of water, but oblique from one shore to the other.
The six great cables in each line of ships were tightened
by means of capstans on each shore; and in three differ-
ent places in each line a gap was left between the ships
for the purpose of enabling small trading vessels without
masts to continue their voyages between the Aigean and
the Euxine. .

In the previous bridges the Pheenician cables of flax
had been employed for uniting one line of ships, and the
Egyptian cables of papyrus for uniting the other. In the

_present bridges, however, two cables of flax and four of
papyrus were employed for uniting each line. The flax
cables were as thick and compact as those of the papyrus,
and, at the same time, were superior in weight, each
cubit length weighing a talent; or, as we should say,
each yard of cable weighing a hundred weight. Planks
of wood were then placed across the cables from one end
to the other in regular order, and fastened together ; and
upon this foundation a causeway was formed of earth and
wood, with a palisade on each side high enough to pre-
vent the cattle which passed over from seeing the terrify-
ing billows.

When every thing was prepared for the crossing over,
every description of perfume was burned upon the bridges,
and the bridgeways were strewed with myrtle-branches.
At length, early in the morning, and while the Sun-god
was rising, Xerxes poured a libation into the sea from a
golden cup, and offered up a prayer to the Sun, that
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nothing might prevent his subduing Europe to its utmost
limits. He then threw the golden cup into the Helles-
pont, together with a golden bowl and a Persian sword.
Seven days were occupied by his immense army in cross-
ing over the two bridges; the infantry and cavalry march-
ing by the bridge toward the Euxine, ‘and the attendants
and beasts of burden marching by the bridge toward the
Aigean.

At Abydos Herodotus was also shown the spot where
Xerxes had surveyed his entire armament, and had wept
to think that in less than a hundred years the whole must
pass away. He also heard one or two other particulars
connected with the great expedition, which we need not
repeat here. He however encountered no adventures
worth recording, and in a few days the ship had finished -
the voyage through the Hellespont, and traversed the
Propontis or Sca of Marmora, to the channel of Con-
stantinople. This channel was ca,lled Bosphorus in the
time of Herodotus, a name which exactly answers to the
English word Ox-ford. At its entrance was the town
of Byzantium, afterward called Constantinople, near which
Mandrocles, the Samian architect, constructed the pon-
toon bridge by which Darius and his land forces crossed
the Bosphorus and proceeded to the Danube for the in-
vasion of Scythia.

The vessel which carried our traveler proceeded
through the Bosphorus and entered the Black Sea, and
then coasted northward along the shore of Thrace toward
the mouths of the Danube. - The only interesting partic-
ulars belonging to this part of the voyage are connected
with the information which Herodotus was enabled to
collect concerning the Getse, a Thracian people who
occupied the northern quarter of Thrace, between the
Balkan range and the right bank of the Danube.
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These Getee were the most valiant and just of all the
Thracian tribes. They believed in the immortality of
the soul, inasmuch as they imagined that men did not
actually die, but that the soul of the deceased went to
the deity Zalmoxis, who, as some of them thought, was
the same as Gebeleizis, or ‘“he who gives repose.”
Every fifth year they selected one of themselves by lot
to go to Zalmoxis and tell him what they required.
Their mode of sending the messenger was as follows.
Some of them stood together holding three lances with
the points upward. Others then seized the appointed
embassador by the hands and feet, and swinging him
backward and forward, tossed him upon the points of the
lances. If he died of the wounds they considered that
the deity Zalmoxis would prove propitious; if he did not
die they decided that the messenger was a bad man, and
selected another. These Gretee considered that there was
no other deity but theirs, and during storms of thunder
and lightning they shot their arrows toward heaven and
threatened the god.

Herodotus was informed by those Greeks whom he
met in the Hellespont and at the ports on the Euxine
where Phylarchus touched, that this Zalmoxis, who was
worshiped by the Getee, was only a Thracian slave who
had fallen into the possession of Pythagoras the philoso-
pher, while the latter was living at Samos, about seventy
or eighty years before the date of the voyage we are now
describing. When, however, Zalmoxis had obtained his
frecdom, and subscquently acquired great riches, he re-
turned to Thrace, and finding that his fellow country-
men were living in a very wretched and uncivilized state,
he set himself to try and reform their habits and man-
ners, and elevate their religious belief. Being himsclt
acquainted with the more refined manners of the Ionians,

VOL. I 18



410 THRACE, B.C. 459.

and having enjoyed familiar intercourse with the Grreeks,
and especially with Pythagoras, who was certainly not
the meanest sage in Hellas, he built a house and saloon
- after the Greek style, and received and entertained the
- principal persons of the country, and taught them that
neither he, nor any of his posterity forever, should ever
die, but should be translated to a place where they would
live eternally, and enjoy every kind of blessing. Mean-
time, he prepared for himself a subterranean dwelling,
and at length suddenly disappeared from among the
Thracians and lived in this underground abode for three
years ; but in the fourth year, and while the people were
still lamenting his supposed death, he reappeared, and
thus obtained additional celebrity for his teachings. He-
rodotus knew not what to think of this Greek account of
Zalmoxis, but he was satisfied of one thing, that if he
were a man, he must have lived many years prior to the
time of Pythagoras. Herodotus, however, could not
make up his mind whether Zalmoxis was a man or a god;
and, indeed, he did not think it worth while to trouble
his head much upon the subject.
These Getz were the last Thracian people toward the

Seythian frontier.
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SOYTHIANS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA AND THE CRIMEA.—~THEIR MONGO-
LIAN ORIGIN.—THE GREAT GRASS STEPPE OF SQUTHERN RUSSIA.—
ANCIENTLY OCCUPIED BY THE CIMMERIANS.—MIGRATION OF THRE
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ION.—MODE OF SACRIFICING.—HUMAN SACRIFICES TO THE SWORD
OF ARES.—FEROCIOUS WAR OUSTOMS OF THE SCYTHIANS.—MODE
OF DIVINING.—PUNISHMENT OF FALSE BOOTHSAYERS,—FUNERAL
RITES.~—~ROYAL BARROWS.—INTOXICATING SMOKE.—BLOODTHIRSTY
TAURI OF THE CRIMEA. .

IN the time of Herodotus, the whole of that extensive
territory of Southern Russia, which stretches from the
mouths of the Danube eastward to the Sea of Azoff and
river Don, was inhabited by a race of Mongol Tartars,
known to the Greek world by the name of Scythians.
The form and features of the Scythian people would have
been sufficient to denote their Mongolian origin. The
thick and flat flesh which covered and disguised the forms
of their muscles and bones, their round faces and skulls,
and the peculiar cut of their eyes, would have convinced
the most casual observer that they belonged to the same
stock as the wild hordes of Tartars who still wander
through the vast steppes of Northern and Central Asia;
while their filthy habits, their drunkenness, their tents
of felt, and their nomad lives, spent chiefly on horse-
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back, would have fully confirmed the impression which
the first glance could scarcely have failed to awaken.

The country itself may be described as a grass steppe,
supplying good pasture for cattle and horses, and in its
eastern quarter producing excellent wheat and all kinds
of grain, together with great quantities of flax and hemp.
It was, therefore, admirably adapted to the habits and
requirements of a Tartar race. But the circumstances
which led to that great Tartar migration from the rich
pastures round the Sea of Aral to the Grass Steppe on
the northern shore of the Euxine could not fail to-excite
the curiosity of the early philosophic traveler. The na-
tional traditions, however, which the Scythians them-
selves preserved, and those which prevailed among the
Greek colonists on the shores of the Black Sea, were
generally rejected by the more acute critics of olden
time; and though we shall have occasion to produce
them as specimens of ancient historic myths, yet we would
more particularly direct the reader’s attention to the fol-
lowing account, which was the most generally received
both by the Greeks and the other literary nations of the
ancient world.

About two or three centuries before the time of He-
rodotus, the great level between the Danube and the Don
was inhabited by an almost unknown race, named the
Cimmerians ; while the Scythians themselves wandered
about the rich pastures of Asis on the north and east of
the Sea of Aral. At this time a war was being carried
on between the Scythians and another Mongolian race
known as the Massagetee. The Scythians, being greatly
harassed, at last determined on an extensive migration ;
and accordingly took their families and their cattle, their
horses and their tents, in a north-westerly direction ever
the river Volga, until they approached the river Don



SCYTHIAN MIGRATION. 418

and the Cimmerian territory. The Cimmerians were
terrified at beholding a vast army of wild horsemen, who
had thus thrown off the indolent stupor which charac-
terizes the ordinary routine of Mongolian life, and were
pouring over the Don' with the same feverish energy
and mad impetuosity which, in after times, carried the
Tartar and the Turk to Bagdad and Byzantium. The
great body of the Cimmerian people refused to hazard a
battle against such overwhelming odds. In vain their
chiefs urged them not to abandon their country, but to
fight to the last against the robber-like invaders. The
people threw off their allegiance, and prepared for flight.
The dispute terminated in a battle between the Cimme-
rian chiefs and the Cimmerian people; in which the chiefs
all perished, and were buried by the people near the
banks of the Dniester, where the great barrow was still
to be seen in the time of Herodotus.

The Cimmerians then abandoned their territory to the
Scythians, and passed along the eastern shore of the
Euxine, through the pass of Dariel, in the Caucasian
range, toward Asia Minor, where they finally estab-
lished themselves in the neighborhood of the city of
Sinope. From Sinope they made excursions into the
rich and fertile districts of western Asia Minor, and
seized and sacked the great city of Sardis, the capital of
the Lydian empire; but they were at length driven out
by Ardys, the reigning Lydian king, and went no one
knows whither.

Meantime, a great army of Scythians, under King
Madyes, who is supposed to have been the same ‘as Ok-
hons Han, started off in pursuit of the flying Cim-
" merians. When, however, their onward progress was
arrested by the rocky masses of the Caucasus, between
the Black Sea and the Caspian, they missed the pass of
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retreat they plundered the temple of Astarte, called
Aphrodite by the Greeks, in the Philistine city of As-
calon ; and it was supposed that the sacrilegists and their
descendants were afflicted with a peculiar disease, as a
punishment for this act of impiety.

At last the Scythians reached Cimmeria, which was
afterward called Scythia. Here, according to tradition,
they encountered an unexpected enemy. Their wives,
whom they had left behind them, having despaired of
ever seeing their husbands again, had married their
slaves, and a new race had sprung up, who opposed the _
return of the masters of their own fathers. Several
battles were fought, but without either side gaining any
advantage. At last, one of the Scythians is said to
have cried to his comrades, “ Men of Scythia, are we
not fighting with slaves? We ought, therefore, to lay
agide our spears and swords, and march against them -
with horsewhips; for, while we attack them with arms,
they imagine themselves to be of equal birth; but if
they see us with whips, they will remember that they
are our slaves.”” This advice was adopted, and the slaves
are said to have been so much astonished at the whips
that they at once fled; and thus the Scythians regained
possession of the country.

Herodotus had heard most of this history before he
commenced his voyage, and it only served to increase his
interest in the people and their country. Sailing by the
mouths of the Danube, which formed the boundary be-
tween Thrace and Scythia, the vessel pursued its north-
erly course past the mouth of the river Dniester until it
approached the city of Olbia, at the united mouth of the
rivers Bog and Dnieper. At the river Dniester Herod-
otus was shown the footprint of Heracles, which was
still to be seen in the rock, and which was two cubits, or
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three English feet, in length. Thus in the early part
of July the three months’ voyage was completed; and
Phylarchus, having brought his ship into the harbor of
the Greek settlement of Olbia, saw that Herodotus and
the two merchants obtained comfortable lodgings in that
half-barbarous town. :

Olbia was the great resort of Greek merchants from
the Chersonesus and ports on the Black Sea; and it was
a very rare occurrence for a ship to have made a voyage
direct from Athens or Corinth to so distant a mart.
Phylarchus, however, was too good a navigator and too
brave a man to fear the dangers and perils which might
have kept back less experienced skippers; and, above
all, he considered that he had now married a wife,
and was likely to have descendants to perpetuate the
worship of the hero-ancestor of his family; and that
therefore he ought to brave all dangers for the sake of
reaching the most profitable ports, and hoarding up
riches for the education of any forthcoming sons, and
for the dowries of unborn daughters. To Olbia, there-
fore, he had determined to come, and here he and the
two merchants were very soon so busy with Greeks, and
Scythians, and barbarians of every shape and hue, that
Herodotus was almost at a loss for some one to assist him
in seeing the country and learning the manners and relig-
ion of the natives.

The Scythians generally appeared to our traveler to
be a haughty and reserved, but very ignorant people.
Many of them, in spite of the luxuries brought to their
country by the Greek merchants, and in spite of the
tribute paid by the latter to the Scythian king, were ac-
customed to regard the strangers as interlopers belonging
to an inferior race, whom it would be a wise act to drive
into the sea. But these hostile gentry, like true Mongols,
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ficer then came behind the annimal, and threw it down
by pulling the rope; and as it fell, he invoked the god to
whom he was sacrificing. He then twisted a halter round
the neck of the victim, and tightened it with a stick
until the beast was strangled. He kindled no fire, and
performed no preparatory ceremonies or libations, but
first flayed the animal and then he proceeded to cook the
meat. The cooking was managed by the following con-
trivance, which the Scythians had invented because their
country was wholly destitute of wood. Having drawn
off the skin from the sacrificed animal, the sacrificer and
his attendants stripped the flesh from the bones, and placed
it in large caldrons of water, and boiled it over a fire
made with the bones. If they had no caldrons at hand,
they crammed all the flesh into the belly of the animal,
and then poured in water, as before, and boiled it over
the bones. These bones burned exceedingly well; and
the belly easily contained the flesh. After the cooking,
the sacrificer consecrated the first pieces of the flesh and
entrails, and threw them behind him; and then the wor-
shipers generally sat down and feasted upon the re-
mainder. i

The sacrifices to Ares, the deity of war, were conducted
in a far more savage and bloody manner, and included
human victims selected from the prisoners of war. The
sanctuary of this deity merely consisted of a great square
heap of fagots, having three of its sides perpendicular,
while the fourth side sloped down to admit of persons
walking up. Upon this heap each tribe placed an ancient
iron cimeter, which was the sacred symbol of Ares.
Cattle and horses, and the hundredth man of all the pris-
oners taken in war, were sacrificed annually to these old
cimeters. The wretched humam victims, however, were
offered in a very different way from the cattle. A liba-
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tion of wine was poured on their heads ; and their throats
were cut over a bowl, which was then carried up to the
heap, and the blood poured overthecimeter. Theright arm
was then cut off, and thrown into the air; and after the
performance of the remaining sacrifices, the people de- -
parted, leaving the body and arm remaining at the spot
where they fell. It is remarkable that, in all their sac-
rifices, these people abstained from the use of swine—a
significant fact to those engaged in researches in early
Asiatic history.

The customs of the Scythians during their Wars were
equally ferocious. A Scythian drank the blood of the
first enemy whom he conquered, and presented the king
with the heads of all those whom he slew in battle—for
if he brought no head he received no share. of the booty.
Scalps and skulls were preserved as trophies, after being
first prepared in a peculiar manner. The head was first
flayed by making a cut near the ears all around it, and
then shaking out the skull. The operator then cleaned
the scalp with a rib bone of an ox, and softened it by
shaking it about with his hands; and when he had ren-
dered it perfectly supple, he hung it ‘over the bridlé of
his steed as a trophy. Many of the more ingenious war-
riors made mantles of the scalps, by sewing them together
in the same way that the shepherds of Greece were ac-
customed to sew together their garments of hides. Many
also drew off the skin and nails from the right hands of
their slain enemies, and used it as a covering for their
quivers; and many, indeed, flayed their enemies whole,
and stretched the skin on wood, and carried it about on
horseback. The skulls of their bitterest enemies they
used as drinking bowls, first thoroughly cleansing them,
and then covering them with leather. Sometimes they
would gild the inside if they were rich cnough. If they



CUSTOMS OF THE SCYTHIANS. 421

had quarreled with their relatives, and had fought: and
overcome them in the presence of the king, they would
treat their skulls in the same manner. When a Scythian
received visits from guests of high rank, or from those
whom he desired to honor, he placed all the skulls in his
possession before his visitors, and related all the circum-
stances of his last fight with the enemy, how he had been
attacked, and how he had gained the victory. Once, also,
in the year, the chief of every district mixed wine in a
bowl, and all the Scythians in the neighborhood who
had previously killed an enemy drank from the bowl.
Those who had not been successful in so doing were not
allowed to taste the wine, but remained seated in dis-
honor at a distance off; and this was accounted to be
the greatest disgrace. On the other hand, those who
~ had killed a great many men, drank from two vessels at
the same time.

The Scythians made contracts with each other in a
very solemn and impressive manner. Wine was poured
into a large earthen vessel and mixed with blood taken
by a bodkin or dagger from the parties contracting.
The parties then dipped a cimeter, some arrows, a battle-
ax, and a javelin into the vessel, and made many sol-
emn protestations; and the mixture was then handed
round and drank, not only by the parties themselves, but
by the more distinguished of their followers.

Soothsayers were very numerous among the Scythi-
ans; and Herodotus was perpetually seeing them. Their
mode of divining was peculiar, and somewhat ridiculous.
They carried large bundles of willow rods with them;
and when about to prophesy they laid them on the
ground and shook them together. They then elaborately
placed each rod apart from the others, and at last uttered
their predictions while gathering them up one at a time.
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head was immediately cut off, and the three first diviners
divided his property among themselves. If, however,
the six fresh soothsayers acquitted him, others were call-
ed in and again others after them, and if the majority
still concurred in the acquittal, the three first soothsayers
themselves were put to death after a peculiar and savage
fashion. A wagon drawn by oxen was filled with fag-
ots; and the three soothsayers were gagged, and tied
hand and foot, and placed in the midst of the fagots.
fire was then applied to the wood ; and the soothsayers
perished in the flames, while the terrified oxen were suf-
fered to run where they pleased. Many of the oxen thus
perished with the soothsayers; and others only escaped
after the pole had been burned asunder, and they had been
very much scorched. The king also executed the male
children of those whom he put to death, but preserved
all the females belonging to the family.

The funeral rites observed by barbarian nations are
always interesting, and generally very significant; but
those of the Scythians were especially extraordinary.
The kings were always buried in a district on the banks
of the Dnieper, and just below the cataracts ; and here,
whenever a sovereign died, a large square grave was pre-
pared. Meantime the royal corpse was covered with
wax, and the stomach was cut open and emboweled, and
filled with bruised cypress, incense, parsley, and anise-
seed, and then sown up again. The body was next placed
in a chariot and carried from one tribe to the other; and
the people of each tribe followed it as it was brought to
them, cutting off part of their ears, shaving off their
hair, wounding their arms, lacerating their foreheads
and noses, and driving arrows through their left hands.
At last, when the body had been thus carried through
the several provinces, it was taken to the district on the
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kings. Herodotus was an eye-witness of several of their
funerals, and found that though the ceremonies were less
bloody than those which were performed on the death of
a sovereign, yet they were all equally savage. The
corpse was laid in a chariot, and carried about by the
nearest relative among their friends, who each in turn
entertained the attendants, and set the same victuals and
wine before the dead body as before the other guests.
Forty days were spent in these peregrinations; and
after they had expired the body was buried in the ea.rth
and a small barrow raised above it.

The purification of the relatives and friends of the de-
ceased was performed in a very extraordinary manner.
The Scythians never washed any part of their bodies ex-
cepting their heads, and accordingly purified themselves
with an intoxicating kind of smoke, which seems to have

“been somewhat analogous to the smoke of tobacco. Hav-
ing first washed and thoroughly cleansed their heads,
they made a tent, by stretching thick woolen cloths over
three sticks fixed in the ground and inclining toward
each other. They next placed a vessel full of red hot
stones in the center of the tent, and crept round it, while
the~tent covering was kept very close and almost air-
tight. They then threw hemp-seed on the hot stones;
and a smoke and steam soon arose, which was denser than
the hottest vapor-bath; and the intoxicated Scythians
would cry and shout at the top of their voices, from the
excitement and exhilaration produced by this overpower-
ing process. The ladies did not purify themselves by this
smoke, but by another ceremony, which was better cal-
culated to preserve their personal beauty. Theymadea
kind of paste of cypress, cedar, and frankincense, which
they pounded with rough stones, and mixed together with
water. They then covered themselves from head tofoot
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Crimea twenty-three centuries ago; but we have not yet
half exhausted the subject. The summer months passed
away, and the voyagers returned to Byzantium for the
winter ; and here Herodotus collected together so many
myths and stories, and so much information concerning
the surrounding countries, that we shall find it necessary
to devote at least one other chapter to the further account
of the Scythians and their neighbors.



CHAPTER XXVI.
SOYTHIA (CONTINUED), B. 0. 469.

SEVERITY OF THE SOYTHIAN WINTER.—HERODOTUS REMOVES TO BY-
ZANTIUM.—SOYTHIAN PREJUDICE AGAINST FOREIGN CUSTOMS.—
STORY OF ANACHARSIS THE SOYTHIAN, WHO WAS PUT TO DEATH
FOR OELEBRATING THE ORGIES OF OYBELE.—STORY OF SOYLAS, WHO
WAS PUT TO DEATH FOR OELEBRATING THE ORGIES OF DIONYSUS.
—SOYTHIAN MYTH OONCERNING THEIR OWN ORIGIN.—STORY OF
TARGITAUS.—GREEK TRADITION OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SCYTHIANS.
—STORY OF HERACLES AND HIS SERPENT WIFE.—STORY OF THE
INVASION OF SOYTHIA BY DARIUS HYSTASPIS, AND THE TERRIBLE
RETREAT.

THE climate of Scythia was always severe, but during
six or eight months of the year the cold was intolerable;
and it was this circumstance which had induced Phylar-
chus to return to Byzantium before the winter commenced.
The warm climate of Greece was scarcely ever visited by
a frost, but during a winter in Scythia water would freeze
directly it was poured upon the ground. Even the sea
would freeze over, aud Herodotus was told that during
this season the Cimmerian Bosphorus (or, as we call it,
the Straits of Kertch), between the Crimea and the op-
posite shore of Asia, was always frozen so hard that the
Tauri led their armies and drove their wagons over the
ice to attack the Sindians of Circassia. The winter more-
over differed in many other respects from the winter of
Greece. During this season no rain fell in Scythia, while
during the summer it was almost continually falling.
Again, in Scythia there were no thunder-storms in the
winter as there were in Greece, while during the summer
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months they were very violent. Moreover, while in
other countries the asses and mules were alone able to
stand severe cold, and horses if exposed became frost-bit-
ten and wasted away, yet in Scythia it was the horses
that could endure the cold, and the asses and mules that
could not hold out.

Herodotus found it cold enough at Byzantium, but he
had a sufficiency of warm clothing to enable him to en-
dure with ease the severity of the weather. He still was
enabled to collect much information concerning Scythia
and the surrounding nations; for many Greek merchants
resided at Byzantium who had carried on a lucrative trade
with Olbia for many years, and were therefore well ac-
quainted with the region to the north of the Black Sea.
Moreover, Timnes, the Scythian, had obtained a passage
in Phylarchus’s ship, for the purpose of carrying on some
negotiations with the Greeks in the neighborhood of
Byzantium. Timnes had traveled more than any other
Scythian. He could speak the Greek language, and
indeed often acted as interpreter between the Greek mer-
chants and his own countrymen. He was well versed in
the traditions which were current among the people of
his nation. He could remember the time when Darius
the great king invaded Scythia, and attempted to conquer
the country; though that event had occurred nearly fifty
years before, and when he had scarcely reached the years
of manhood. He had likewise been brought more fre-
quently into contact with the Greeks than almost any
other Scythian ; ‘and he secretly felt a great admiration
for the enterprising strangers who traded at Olbia. At
the same time he never deviated from the primitive habits
and usages of Scythian life. He moved about with his
horses, his wagons, his tents, and his slaves in the same
way as his fathers had done before him; and the women
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having reached his native land in safety, he determined
to keep his vow. Retiring to a forest in the eastern
quarter of Scythia, he there performed all the enthusias-
tic dancing and orgiastic rites belonging to the worship
of Cybele, holding a timbrel in his hand and fastening
the little images of the gods about his person. But, in
spite of all his precautions, his secret was discovered,
and the result proved fatal. A Scythian chanced to see
him engaged in the wild and mysterious worship, and
immediately carried the information to king Saulius.
The latter would scarcely believe that hisown brothercould
be guilty of such a monstrous crime, and immediately
proceeded to the forest in person to ascertain the truth;
and there he saw Anacharsis actually celebrating the
foreign rites. His wrath at once overcame every other
feeling, and he shot an arrow into his brother’s heart.
Thus was sacrificed the wisest of Scythians to the na.tlona.l
jealousy of foreign institutions.

A long time after this event a Scythian prince named
Seylas, the son of king Ariapithes, met with a similar
fate. The wife of Ariapithes and mother of Scylas was
not & Scythian woman, but a Greek, who had attracted
the admiration and affection of Ariapithes. But though
the Greek lady was thus made queen of Scythia, yet
she still looked back with regret upon the civilized and
polite institutions of her native land, and accordingly
instructed her son Scylas in the language and letters of
that country which she was never to see again. In pro-
cess of time Ariapithes was killed by treachery during
a war with a neighboring state, and was succeeded by his
son Scylas. The new king had naturally imbibed from
his mother a disgust for the Scythian mode of life, and
a strong love for Greek institutions. The city of Olbia
and Greek residents there thus became the chief objects
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the sacred rites; and if you disbelieve me, follow me,
and I will show you the thing.”” The whole Scythian
horde was aroused at hearing these words. The chiefs
immediately followed the Greek into the city, and were
conducted by him to the summit of a tower, from whence
they could behold the orgies. Onward came the mad
procession of nymphs and satyrs, singing the loud dithy-
rambs in honor of the god, and bearing the mysterious
symbols of his worship; and “there, in the very midst,
was the Scythian king, the wildest in that enthusiastic
crowd, bearing the thyrsfis and acting the bacchanal.
The Scythian chiefs were aghast at the conduct of their
govereign, and, returning to the camp, acquainted the
horde with what they had seen. The whole Scythian
nation was soon in a state of revolt, and set up Octama-
sades, the brother of Scylas, in the room of the latter.
Scylas fled over the Danube to Sitalces, the king of the
Thracians; but Octamasades, at the head of a large
army, followed after him. Now it so happened that a
short time previously a brother of Sitalces had fled from
Thrace into Scythia, and was now under the protection
of Octamasades. Accordingly, Sitalces proposed that
this brother should be restored to him upon condition
of delivering up Scylas. The terms were accepted ; and
directly Octamasades had his brother Scylas in his
power, he beheaded him on the spot. Such was the end
of Scylas. ‘

We have already related the history of Scythia ac-
cording to the most authentic accounts which Herodotus
could collect; but two stories were told to our young
traveler, one by Timnes and another by a Greek at By-
zantium, which are both worth preserving as curiosities,
though not likely to gain any great degree of credence
from the modern reader. The story told by Timnes is
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to be regarded as a Scythian tradition ; and that related by
the Greek resident is to be received as an Hellenic legend.

The Scythians declared that their nation had origin-
ated at a much later period than any other, and that it
arose in the following manner. About & thousand years
before the invasion of Darius, the first man appeared in
-Seythia, and his name was Targitaus. The courtry was
said to have been previously a wilderness; #nd the
parents of Targitaus were said to have been Zeus him-
self, and a danghter of the river Borysthenes, now called
the river Dnieper. Herodotus of céurse declined to
believe in this ridiculous parentsge; bt many:a Greek
might have been found to accept it, even in the-enlight-
ened age in which our traveler lived: However, to go
on with the tradition, which »wn# of genuine: native
growth, this Targitaus had three ‘3ons named Lipoxais,
Arpoxais, and Colaxais. In their time a plow, a: yoke,
an ax, and a bowl, all made of gold, fell fromheaven
upon the Scythian territory. The eldest of tlie three
brothers wished to take them away, but as he drew near,
the gold began to burn. The second brother approached
* them, but with the like result. The third and youngest .
then approached, upon which the fire went out, and ‘he
was enabled to carry away the golden gifts.  The two
eldest then made the youngest king, and hendeforth
the golden gifts were watched by thg;\ings with the
greatest care, and annually approached with magnificent
sacrifices to render them propitious. Frem Lipoxais,
the eldest, were descended the Auchatee Scythians; from
Arpoxais, the second, were descended the Catiari and
Traspies; and from Colaxais, the youngest, came the
royal race, which were called Paralate. But all the
hordes were called Scoloti, though the Greeks called them
Scythians.
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The Greek account of the origin of the Scythians was
a piece of pure invention, and belongs to the ancient myth
connected with Heracles the hero. It was as follows.
After Heracles had erected the Pillars at Gibraltar, and
performed his tenth labor of carrying off the herds of
Geryon from the island of Erytheia, off the coast of Spain,
he proceeded through the whole length of the European
continent eastward toward the territory of Scythia. Here
he was overtaken by a heavy storm of frost and snow,
and drawing his lion’s skin around him he lay down and
fell asleep. Meantime his mares, which were feeding
apart from his chariot, vanished by some divine chance.
When he awoke he sought for them in vain, and at last
having gone over the whole country, he reached the
eastern quarter. Here he met a strange kind of monster
named Echidna, whose upper half was that of a beautiful
woman, but whose lower half was that of a serpent. When
he had recovered his surprise, he asked her if she had
seen any thing of his strayed mares. She replied that
she had the mares in her own possession, and would re-
store them upon the condition of his making her his wife.
Heracles accepted the terms, and Echidna became his
wife, and subsequently gave birth to three sons. At last
the hero demanded the restoration of his mares, and de-
clared his intention of leaving her; and Echidna was
reluctantly compelled to comply. Before, however, the
departure of her inconstant husband, she desired to know
what she should do with the three sons when they reached
the years of discretion. She stated that she was ruler
over the whole country, and wished to know whether she
should establish them there or send them to their father.
Heracles replied by giving her his bow and also his belt,
which had a golden cup at the extremity of the clasp;
and he then said to her, “ When the three boys have
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reached the age of manhood, give them this bow and this
girdle; and he who can bend the bow and gird himself-
with this girdle, you may keep in this country, but he
who fails in the performance, I would have you banish
from all this region.”” Echidna complied with these in-
junctions. She named the eldest Agathyrsus; the second,
Gelonus; and the youngest, Scythes. The two eldest
were unable to accomplish the proposed task, and were
" therefore expelled from the country; but Scythes, the
youngest, bent the bow, and girded himself with the belt,
and was permitted to remain. From this Scythes, son
of Heracles and Echidna, were descended all the subse-
quent kings of Scythia ; and as every Scythian continued
to wear a cup at his belt even down to the time of our -
traveler’s visit, the custom was supposed to have origin-
ated with the circumstance narrated in the legend.
Among these and other historical and mythical tradi-
tions, it may be readily supposed that Herodotus ebtained
from Timnes a full account of the attempt made by Darius,
the great king of Persia, to invade and conquer the Scy-
thian territory. This indeed was a subject upon which
Timnes was ever willing to dilate; for it was not only
connected with the events of his early youth, but with
the most glorious achievements of his fellow-countrymen.
The Persian empire extended from the sands of the Sahara
and cataracts of the Nile, to the banks of the Indus and
Jaxartes. The dominions of Darius thus comprised the
modern territories of Egypt, Asiatic Turkey, Persia,
and Affghanistan, together with part of Arabia and Inde-
pendent Tartary; but still the Great King desired to
conduct an army over the passes of the Balkan, and
broad stream of the Danube, and to reduce the great
grass steppe of southern Russia to his imperial sway.
The despot of so vast an empire was but little likely
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to want an excuse for prosecuting his scheme of foreign
conquest. A century or two previously, a Scythian horde
had passed the Caucasus, and overrun the smiling plains
of upper Asia, and pillaged and plundered without re-
straint from the Caspian to the Mediterranean. Revenge
was therefore the avowed purpose of this expedition ; and
a8 the imperial treasury was full of gold, Darius assem-
bled an immense array, numbering, it was said, 700,000
horse and foot. Marching from the city of Susa, scarcely
150 miles from the Persian Gulf, he Jed his enormous
host over the Tigris and Euphrates, and along the whole
extent of Asia Minor, to the shore of the Strait of Con-
stantinople. Here, not far from the present capital of the
Turkish empire, a bridge of boats had been thrown across
the strait by a celebrated Samian architect, named Man-
drocles; and Darius led his forces over this bridge, and
then proceeded in a northerly direction through the defiles
of the Balkan, to the right bank of the Danube. The
banks of this river had been joined together by another
bridge of ships, constructed by the Ionians; and thus the
Persians crossed over without difficulty, and found them-
selves in the Scythian territory. The Ionians had sailed
to the Danube in 600 ships, and when all the troops were
over, Darius ordered the Ionians to destroy the bridge,
and disembark from their vessels, for the purpose of
accompanying his army. A wise old Greek, however,
named Coes, persuaded him to recall his order, and to
leave the Ionians to guard the bridge, and thus secure a
retreat; and Darius accordingly summoned the Ionian
commanders, and gave them a rope tied in sixty knots,
and said to them, * Every day after I have commenced my
-march, do you untie one of these knots ; and if sixty days
should expire without my returning, you may then loosen
the bridge of ships, and sail back to your own country.”
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Meantime, the Scythians felt that they could not cope-
with Darius in a pitched battle, and sent messengers to
the surrounding nations to request their assistance. The
tribes. to the west and north of Scythia refused to war
against the Persians unless the Persians invaded their
territories; but those to the east, beyond the Sea of Azoff
and river Don, promised to assist the Scythians. The
Scythians, however, still felt themselves unable to meet
Darius in the open field. Accordingly they sent their
families and wagons far away to a place of safety, and
then separated their forces into two divisions; one being
intended to retire slowly before the Persians, and lead
them in an easterly direction toward the river Don and
the territories of their friendly neighbors; while the
other was to subsequently meet the invaders in the same
manner, and lead them toward the south and west into
the territories of those neighboring states which had
refused to fight without being first attacked. Thus they
hoped to exhaust all the resources of Darius, and detain
him until his whole army should be theroughly weakened,
and they could fall upon him with the kword.

- The Scythians having thus decided upon their plan of
action, followed it out through the entirecampaign. When
Darius and his Persians had performed a three days’
march from theriver Danube, they fell in with the ad-
vanced guard of the first division of the Scythians. We
need scarcely repeat that the Scythians were all mounted
archers, and that they now carried nothing with them
excepting such cattle as were required for their mainten-
ance. Accordingly, the Scythians retreated slowly to-
ward the river Don, keeping about one day’s march in
advance of the invaders, and destroying all the corn and
forage in their course. After several days they approach-
ed the river Don, which they at once crossed, still fol-
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lowed by the Persians until they at last reached a desert
country in the far interior. Here Darius ceased his
pursuit, and employed his army in building eight large
forts. Suddenly, however, the Scythians vanished alto-
gether, and the great king left the forts half finished,
and hastily returned to Scythia, supposing that the
enemy had Tetreated in that direction. Here he fell in
with the second division, who practiced exactly the same
kind of tactics, and led him through the territories on
the north and west, until he and his army were thor-
oughly worn out.

In this extremity Darius sent a horseman to Idanthyr-
sus, who was at that time the king of the Scythians, with
the following message. ‘‘Most miserable of men, why
do you continually fly? If you think yourself able to
resist my power, stand and fight! If, on the other hand,
you are conscious of your inferiority, cease thy hurried
march, bring earth and water as tokens of thy submis-
gion, and come to a conference.” To this haughty mes-
sage Idanthyrsus made the following reply. ‘¢ O Persian,
I never fled from any man out of fear, noris it from fear
that I now retreat from before you. What we Scythians
are doing now, we always do, even in time of peace. We
have neither cities nor farms for which we should offer
you battle; but if you want to fight, go and find the
sepulchers of our ancestors and attempt to disturb them,
and then you will see whether we can fight or not. If;
however, you do as you have done, we shall not fight
you unless we like. As for submission, the only masters
I acknowledge are the gods, and instead of earth and
water I will send you other presents which are far more
appropriate.”’ '

The Scythians were now greatly enraged at the idea
of submission. They sent messengers to the first divi-
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sion, which by this time kiad vanished from the eastern
desert and wheeled round toward the west; and these
messengers directed its commanders to lead their forces
to the bridge over the Danube, and confer with the Ion-
ians who guarded it. This first division accordingly
proceeded to the Danube and prayed the Ionians to be
sure to destroy the bridge at the expiration of the sixty
days. The Ionians promised so to do, and the division
immediately returned to the main army.

The Scythians seon saw that the Persian army was so
weakened that they need not trouble themselves to con-
tinue leading it about the country. They began to at-
tack the soldiers of Darius whenever the latter were about
to take their meals. The Scythian cavalry could always
rout the Persian cavalry and drive them back upon the
Persian infantry ; but the Scythian cavalry then fell
back, as the Persian infantry was too strong for them to
attack it. However the asses and mules in the Persian
camp invariably set up an awful braying at sight of the
Scythian horse; while the latter, unaccustomed to the
appearance of those strange animals, which were never
produced in Scythia, would wheel round in confusion,
prick up their ears, start and bolt, and throw the Scy-
thian line into great disorder. But this circumstance did
not affect the general success of the Seythians, nor arrest
the rapid decline of the Persian army. The character
of the war was indeed totally changed: The Scythians
were most anxious that the enemy should remain in the
country and be utterly destroyed, and on several occasions
they left a few head of cattle purposely for the Persians
to take, in order to allure them to stay by the hope of
greater success. )

At last, when Darius was in great straits, the Scy-
thian chiefs sent him a herald carrying the following gifts,
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namely, a bird, a mouse, a frog, and five arrows. The
Persians asked the bearer the meaning of the presents ;
but be replied that his only orders were to deliver them
up and return immediately. The Persians then consult-
ed together. Darius said that he thought the Scythians
meant them as tokens of submission, instead of the earth
and water which had been demanded. ‘¢ A mouse,” he
gaid, ‘“is bred in the earth and lives on the same food
as man ; a frog lives in the water ; a bird is very like a
horse; and the arrows are delivered up as the whole
strength of the Scythian nation.”” One of the Persian
commanders, however, did not coincide with this view.
According to his opinion, the presents had the following
meaning. ‘“Unless, O Persians, ye become birds and
fly into the air, or mice and hide in the earth, or frogs
and leap into the sea, you shall never return home but
be stricken witl these arrows.”

Darius and his whole army soon ascertained which in-
terpretation was correct. The Scythian army drew up
in battle array as if intending to come to an engagement.
Suddenly a hare started in the midst of the ranks, and
each man as he saw it gave chase with loud shouting.
‘Darius seeing the commotion, and hearing the uproar,
inquired the cause, and learned that the Scythians were
leaving their ranks on the eve of battle, in order to give
chase to a hare. He soon perceived that the enemy were
treating him and his forces with the utmost contempt ;
and he likewise comprehended the true meaning of the
Scythian presents. He immediately called a council of
war to decide upon the best means of effecting a return
to Asia. The same Persian commander who had offered
his opinion respecting the gifts, now gave his advice re-
specting the best means of effecting a retreat. * When
night draws on,” he said, *let us light our fires accord-
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very harshly treated by the Persians ; but each city was
governed by its own king or tyrant, under the general
supremacy of the Persian satrap of the province, exactly
as Halicarnassus was governed by Artemisia, in the
years of Herodotus’s boyhood. Each city had of course
sent its appointed contingent of men and ships to assist
in the Persian expedition against Scythia, and among

them were eleven of the petty kings or tyrants; and these
~ eleven accordingly formed themselves into a council to
decide upon the best course to pursue at the preSent
Crisis. :

The most distinguished of the eleven were Miltiades,
the tyrant of Chersonesus, and subsequently the hero of
Marathon, and the wily tyrant of Miletus, who was named

Histieeus. Miltiades proposed that they should comply
" with the request of the Scythians, destroy the bridge over
the Danube, and thus leave Darius and his army to their
fate and seize the opportunity for throwing off the Per-
sian yoke, and establishing the independence of the Asi- -
atic Greeks. Histieus maintained a contrary opinion.
¢ The independence of the Asiatic Greeks was all fudge.
-Did not they, tyrants of the cities, maintain their several
sovereignties solely by means of the power of the great
king, who alone supported them on their petty thrones?
If the power of Darius was thrown off, would not every
city throw off its tyranny and establish a democracy ?
Where would be their sovereignties then?”” These home
questions convinced every tyrant present that, to use a
government phrase, it was not expedient that the great
Persian empire should be broken up, or that her subject
cities should enjoy the blessings of freedom.-
Having thus decided upon preserving the bridge over
the Danube, the tyrants had next to consider what reply
they should make to the Scythians. Histiseus soon sug-
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weeping and wailing. One chance remained. In the
service of Darius was an Egyptian who had an exceed-
ingly loud voice ; and Darius ordered him to stand on
the bank of the river and call Histiseus, the Milesian.
Histiseus heard the first shout; the ships were brought
up, and the bridge was joined ; and thus the Persians es-
caped into Thrace, and thence returned to Persia. But
from that time and henceforth the Scythians regarded the
Ionians as being either the most base and cowardly of
freemen, or else the meanest and most faithful of slaves.

END OF VOLUME I.
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